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CORE SUBJECTS

These are the subjects that must be completed by all students. Some of the subjects do have elective
options (e.g Science has 5 different semester-based options), but students must select one different
option each semester. 

Religious Education 
English 
Humanities 
Mathematics 
Physical Education 
Science 

Full descriptions of each of the above Core Subjects can be found later in this Subject Selection
Handbook.  

ELECTIVES

Students are required to choose two elective subjects in each semester. Information on all elective
choices can be found in this booklet.  
All elective subjects run for one semester only EXCEPT for Year 10 Japanese and any VET or VCE
acceleration subject which are year-long electives. 
It may not always be possible to give each student their preferred elective choices. Student numbers,
staffing, timetabling, facilities and other limitations on resources will all impact on the subjects which
will run in 2026.  
The 2026 Year 10 Subject Selection Guide requires students to choose reserve choices in case a student
does not receive their first elective choice. 

HOW TO USE THE PLANNER

On the following page is a planner that can be used to help map out how Year 10 may look. This planner
is a guide to help with the planning process. It is designed as a prompt for students and parents to
discuss the various options available in Year 10. It is not intended to be submitted as the final subject
selections.  
It is recommended that students should have a brief discussion with their Year 9 teachers (particularly
their Mathematics and English teachers) regarding their options for next year and to take some time to
read through the information regarding each subject that they are interested in.  If you need more
information regarding selections, please contact the relevant subject teacher or Head of Faculty. 
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The Year 10 program at SPC consists of Core
subjects (compulsory for all) and Elective subjects. 



SUBJECT SEMESTER 1 SEMESTER 2 TEACHER CHECK

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
compulsory 
full year
select one for year 

Year 10 Religious
Education 
Year 10 Texts &
Traditions 

Year 10 Religious
Education 
Year 10 Texts &
Traditions 

ENGLISH* 
compulsory
full year *see note below 

Year 10 Foundation
English  
Year 10 English 
Year 10 Literature
Year 10 English
Language 

Year 10 Foundation
English
Year 10 English 
Year 10 Literature
Year 10 English
Language 

MATHEMATICS 
compulsory
full year *see note below

Year 10 Foundation
Year 10 General 
Year 10 Methods 

Year 10 Foundation
Year 10 General 
Year 10 Methods 

SCIENCE 
compulsory
select a different one
for each semester

Year 10 Agricultural
Science 
Year 10 Biology 
Year 10 Chemistry 
Year 10 Environmental
Science 
Year 10 Physics 
Year 10 Psychology 

Year 10 Agricultural
Science 
Year 10 Biology 
Year 10 Chemistry 
Year 10 Environmental
Science 
Year 10 Physics 
Year 10 Psychology 

SPORT 
compulsory
full year

Year 10 Sport  Year 10 Sport 

HUMANITIES 
compulsory
select a different one
for each semester

History – 20th Century
Australian 
History – Ancient History 
Legal & Political Studies 
Commerce 

History – 20th Century
Australian 
History – Ancient History 
Legal & Political Studies 
Commerce 

ELECTIVE 
select one for each
semester

________________________ ________________________ 

ELECTIVE 
select one for each
semester

 
________________________ 

 
________________________ 
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* Mathematics and English classes are assigned by the school according to data collected across multiple assessment
types and teacher feedback. If a students wishes to change from the teacher selection, then communication must be
made with the teacher to discuss the options available.  
**Year 10 Japanese and any VET or VCE acceleration subject must be done for the full year. Students selecting any of
these subjects are required to study it in semester one and semester two and enter them as their first-choice elective
in both semesters. 
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Acceleration allows high-achieving students to study

VCE subjects earlier than usual, giving them the

opportunity to challenge themselves academically

and potentially broaden their future study options.

The College’s main focus is always the wellbeing and

academic progress of each student, ensuring that

acceleration is only offered when it is in the student’s

best interests and can be managed alongside their

other studies. 

UNDERSTANDING
VCE ACCELERATION

A summary of the process and general selection

criteria are provided here. However, it is essential

the full policy is read via the College website as

there is further information and selection criteria

specific to each faculty area that may affect your

available options.

Appl icat ion & Consultat ion
Acceleration is not automatic and must be clearly in the student’s best interest.
Students participate in a thorough consultation process involving the Head of Academic Enrichment
and Extension (AE&E), Head of Senior School, Heads of Faculty, current subject teachers, parents,
and the student.
Students interested in acceleration must read and meet the requirements of the full policy including
faculty specific requirements and complete the online Expression of Interest form.
Students and their parents or caregivers attend a Subject Selection interview in Week 2, Term 3. At
the interview, they discuss their acceleration plans with the Head of AE&E. 

Evidence & Test ing
Students must display evidence of a history of strong academic performance, effort and readiness
for advanced study.
Students complete an, ‘off level test’, subject-specific testing above their current year level.
Tests assess readiness, particularly in vocabulary, writing, and subject-specific skills to assess their
skills and preparedness at a higher level.
The test is marked by a VCE-level subject specialist to ensure accurate assessment of the student’s
readiness.

Approval  & Monitoring
The College reviews all evidence and test results before making a decision.
If approved, the student’s progress is closely monitored each semester to ensure they are coping
well and maintaining high achievement across all subjects.
Support is provided as needed, and acceleration may be discontinued at the end of a semester if it is
no longer in the student’s best interest.

https://www.stpats.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/VCE-Pathways-and-Acceleration-Policy.pdf
https://www.stpats.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/VCE-Pathways-and-Acceleration-Policy.pdf
https://forms.office.com/r/jtP3tfBfzx
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80% or above average across all Semester 1
subjects.
80% or above in the subject to be accelerated (or a
similar subject).
80% or above in off-level testing for the subject.
80% or above in either any English (excluding
Foundation English) or Mathematics (excluding
Foundation Mathematics), depending on the
subject area.

For one Accelerated Subject:

Acceleration is best suited to students who are already
excelling in a related subject area. For this reason, the
following criteria applies.

90% or above average across all Semester 1
subjects.
90% or above in the subjects to be accelerated (or
similar subjects).
90% or above in off-level testing for those
subjects.
90% or above in either any English or Mathematics
(excluding Foundation levels), depending on the
subject area.

For Two Accelerated Subjects:

Strong academic achievement in all subjects and in
the subject(s) to be accelerated.
Consistent effort, positive work habits, and good
social behaviour from Years 7–9.
Prior work experience (if applicable).
Interview with relevant coordinators and faculty.

For Accelerated VET Subjects (Year 10
students):

This process ensures that acceleration is carefully
considered, evidence-based, and always prioritises
the student’s wellbeing and academic success. Please
contact Kathryn Fraser Head of Academic Enrichment
and Extension with any specific acceleration
questions.

The Acceleration Process

STEP 1 STEP 2 STEP 3 STEP 4 STEP 5

Submit Application
Includes reading and
meeting the requirements
of the full policy,
completing the online form,
and attending Subject
Selection interview with
Head of AE&E

Complete Subject
Preferences

Submit online preferences

and print receipt

Sit Off-Level Test

Set by faculty,

administered by Head of

AE&E

Review by Head of

AE&E
Data including test results

and school history

gathered and assessed by

the panel

Student Notified of

Outcome

Timetable changes

made accordingly

VCE ACCELERATION
REQUIREMENTS

https://www.stpats.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/VCE-Pathways-and-Acceleration-Policy.pdf
https://forms.office.com/r/jtP3tfBfzx
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EDUCATION
RELIGIOUS
02

Religious Education plays a vital role in shaping students
not just academically, but spiritually, morally and
socially. Religious Education is especially important at St
Patrick’s College as it helps develop: 

Faith and Identity: helping students explore and
deepen their understanding of the Catholic faith,
fostering a sense of identity, purpose, and belonging
within the Edmund Rice tradition. 
Values and Ethics: encouraging reflection on moral
and ethical issues, promoting compassion, justice,
and respect—core values of the Gospel and the
Edmund Rice ethos. 
Critical Thinking: challenging students to think
deeply about life’s big questions—meaning,
suffering, hope, and human dignity—developing
their ability to reason, empathize, and engage in
respectful dialogue. 

At SPC, students are required to undertake a Religious Education class each year. The diagram below shows the
natural progression of each subject. Some changes are possible throughout the journey; however, these should
only be made in consultation with your teacher. 

WHY STUDY A RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
SUBJECT?

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PATHWAYS
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Social Responsibility: inspiring through the example
of Blessed Edmund Rice, helping to motivate
students to act for peace, equity, and the common
good, both locally and globally. 
Cultural and Interfaith Understanding: In a diverse
world, RE fosters appreciation for different beliefs
and traditions, encouraging respectful engagement
and global citizenship. 



REL IGIOUS EDUCATION

YEAR 10 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
FULL  YEAR
U s i n g  t h e  t h e m e ,  T h e  S e a r c h  f o r  M e a n i n g ,  t h e  Y e a r  1 0  R e l i g i o u s  E d u c a t i o n  c o u r s e  a l l o w s
s t u d e n t s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a n d  e x p l o r e  s e v e r a l  k e y  t o p i c s .  
T h i s  i n c l u d e s  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  G o s p e l  m e s s a g e  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  a n d  e x p l o r e s  w a y s
t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  i n  t h e  m o d e r n  w o r l d .  K n o w l e d g e  a n d  s k i l l s
s t u d e n t s  w i l l  g a i n  i n c l u d e  b u t  a r e  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o :  

A n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  s c r i p t u r e  a c c o u n t s .  
W a y s  i n  w h i c h  p e o p l e  c a n  a c c e s s  G o d ,  t h r o u g h  n a t u r e ,  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  a n d  j o y .  
T h e  p o w e r  o f  l o v e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  t h e  m e s s a g e  t o  h e l p  o t h e r s .  
K n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  a n d  h i s  m i s s i o n .  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Term One – Who is God 

the various ways that God may be encountered in our lives. 
Term Two – Texts and Traditions 

Texts and Traditions is about finding that meaning for our
contemporary context, through a study of the world within, behind,
and in front of a text. 

Term Three – A Life of Love 
This unit explores the concept of love and what it means for human
society and the individual person.  

Term Four – Eternal Life – The Soul 
This unit explores the belief in eternal life and the hope connected
to it. This unit goes through topics such as human dignity and the
afterlife.  

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Philosophy 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Religion and Society 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Texts and Tradition 

 
After school options: 

TAFE 
University 

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Tests 
Reports 
Classroom presentations  
End of Semester Exam 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 RE teacher 
Head of RE Faculty - Mr Mitchell Leviston 
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YEAR 10 PHILOSOPHY
ONE SEMESTER
P h i l o s o p h y  i s  s u i t e d  t o  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  n a t u r a l l y  q u e s t i o n  t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  t h e m .
P h i l o s o p h y ,  m e a n i n g  l o v e  o f  w i s d o m ,  i s  b u i l t  o n  q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  t h e  w o r l d .  I t  i s
f o r  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  w a n t  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  c r e a t i v e  t h i n k i n g .   
T h e  p r i m a r y  w a y  i n  w h i c h  p h i l o s o p h y  b e n e f i t s  i n d i v i d u a l s  i s  t h r o u g h  i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f
q u e s t i o n i n g .  P h i l o s o p h y  i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  c u l t i v a t e s  o p e n - m i n d e d n e s s  t h r o u g h  a n  e x p l o r a t i o n
o f  m u l t i p l e  v i e w p o i n t s  a n d  c r i t i c a l  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  y o u r  t h i n k i n g  a n d  t h a t  o f  o t h e r s .
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  p h i l o s o p h y  d e v e l o p s  p r e c i s i o n  o f  l a n g u a g e  a n d  a r g u m e n t .  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
The nature of reality 

How real is virtual reality? 
Are material/physical objects the only things that exist? 
Is the world only a story? 

Free will  
Are we free to make decisions? 
Does having choice mean we are free? 
If the rest of the universe is governed by scientific laws, does that
mean we aren’t free? 

What does it mean to experience something? 
Is pleasure the only thing that matters in life? 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Philosophy 

 
After school options: 

TAFE 
University 

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Weekly Tasks 
Essays 
End of Semester Exam 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Philosophy teacher - Mr Liam Brown 
Head of RE Faculty - Mr Mitchell Leviston 
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REL IGIOUS EDUCATION

YEAR 10 TEXTS & TRADITIONS
FULL  YEAR
I n  t h i s  u n i t  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  t h e  t h r e e  w o r l d s  o f  t h e  t e x t ,  t h e  w o r l d  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  t e x t ,  t h e
w o r l d  b e h i n d  t h e  t e x t  a n d  t h e  w o r l d  o f  t h e  t e x t .  W h a t  w a s  g o i n g  o n  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  t e x t
w a s  w r i t t e n ,  w h a t  w a s  t h e  a u t h o r ’ s  i n t e n t  a n d  h o w  d o e s  t h e  t e x t  a f f e c t  u s  t o d a y .  
S t u d e n t s  s t u d y  e a c h  o f  t h e  f o u r  G o s p e l s  w i t h  t h e  w o r l d s  o f  t h e  t e x t  a s  a  f o c u s .  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Term One – The Gospel of Matthew 
Term Two – The Gospel of Mark 
Term Three – The Gospel of Luke 
Term Four – The Gospel of John 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options:  
VCE Units 1 & 2 Religion and Society 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Texts and Tradition 

 
After school options: 

TAFE 
University 

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Tests 
Essays 
End of Semester Exam 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 RE teacher 
Head of RE Faculty - Mr Mitchell Leviston 

10 |



ENGLISH
03

WHY STUDY AN ENGLISH SUBJECT?

Studying English in secondary school is vital
because it builds strong communication skills—
reading, writing, speaking, and listening—that
are essential in all areas of life. It helps students
express ideas clearly, understand complex texts,
and think critically about information.  
English also fosters creativity and empathy
through literature, allowing students to explore
diverse perspectives and cultures. These skills
are crucial for success in further education, the
workplace, and everyday interactions. 

ENGLISH PATHWAYS

The diagram below shows the natural progression of each subject. Some changes are possible
throughout the journey; however, these should only be made in consultation with your teacher. 

YEAR 10  SUBJECT INFORMATION

Re c o m m e n d e d  pat hway Po ss i b le  pat hway,  bu t  m o re  c o ns u lt at i o n  re q u i re d
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Whether writing a resume, analysing a news
article, or participating in a discussion, a solid
foundation in English empowers students to
engage confidently and effectively with the
world. 



ENGLISH

YEAR 10 FOUNDATION ENGLISH
FULL  YEAR
F o u n d a t i o n  E n g l i s h  i s  t a u g h t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  C u r r i c u l u m  F - 1 0 ,  w h i c h  i n v o l v e s
r e a d i n g ,  v i e w i n g ,  l i s t e n i n g  t o ,  w r i t i n g ,  c r e a t i n g ,  r e s e a r c h i n g  a n d  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a  r a n g e  o f
t e x t  t y p e s  f r o m  t h e  s i m p l e  t o  t h e  c o m p l e x .  F o u n d a t i o n  E n g l i s h  f o c u s e s  o n  b u i l d i n g
s t u d e n t s ’  c a p a c i t y  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  r e a d i n g  a n d  w r i t i n g  a t  a  m o r e  f u n d a m e n t a l  l e v e l ,  o f t e n
a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  p r o v i d i n g  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  s u p p o r t s  a n d  s c a f f o l d i n g .  T h e
a s s e s s m e n t s  i n  Y e a r  1 0  F o u n d a t i o n  E n g l i s h  a l s o  d i f f e r  s l i g h t l y  f r o m  E n g l i s h  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t
t h e y  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s .  
F o u n d a t i o n  E n g l i s h  i s  o n l y  s u i t a b l e  f o r  s t u d e n t s  w h o  h a v e  h a d  d i f f i c u l t y  a c c e s s i n g  t h e
c o n t e n t  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e d  s k i l l s  i n  E n g l i s h .  I n  m o s t  c a s e s ,  s t u d e n t s  w h o
u n d e r t a k e  Y e a r  1 0  F o u n d a t i o n  E n g l i s h  w i l l  h a v e  s t u d i e d  Y e a r  9  F o u n d a t i o n  E n g l i s h  i n  t h e
p r e v i o u s  y e a r .    
Y e a r  1 0  F o u n d a t i o n  E n g l i s h  o f f e r s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  e n g a g e  i n  l e a r n i n g  t h a t
w i l l  a l l o w  a c c e s s  t o  e i t h e r  V C E  o r  V C E - V M .  H o w e v e r ,  m o s t  s t u d e n t s  c o m p l e t i n g  t h i s
s u b j e c t  w i l l  p u r s u e  t h e  V M  p a t h w a y .  I f  y o u  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  a  V C E  p a t h w a y  a n d  l o o k i n g  t o
e n r o l  i n  Y e a r  1 0  F o u n d a t i o n  E n g l i s h ,  p l e a s e  s p e a k  w i t h  y o u r  E n g l i s h  t e a c h e r  o r  t h e  H e a d
o f  F a c u l t y .    

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover:  
Reading and Viewing  

Film text analysis  
Novel text analysis  
Analysing argument  

Speaking and Listening 
Persuasive oral presentation  
Oral presentation – role play job interviews  

Writing   
Craft of writing (theme of ‘industry’)  

Future Study Pathways 
Next year options: 

VCE Units 1 & 2 English or 
VCE - Vocational Major Units 1 & 2 Literacy

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Class work 
Assessment tasks 
End of Semester exam 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 English teacher or Foundation English teacher
Head of English Faculty – Mr Liam Young 
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YEAR 10 ENGLISH
FULL  YEAR/ONE SEMESTER*
T h e  Y e a r  1 0  E n g l i s h  c o u r s e  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  i m p r o v e  s t u d e n t s ’  l i t e r a c y  s k i l l s  a n d  t o  p r e p a r e
t h e m  f o r  t h e  r i g o u r s  o f  V C E  E n g l i s h  s t u d i e s .  T h e  s u b j e c t  i s  t a u g h t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e
V i c t o r i a n  C u r r i c u l u m  F - 1 0 ,  a n d  i n v o l v e s  r e a d i n g ,  v i e w i n g ,  l i s t e n i n g  t o ,  w r i t i n g ,  c r e a t i n g ,
r e s e a r c h i n g  a n d  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a  r a n g e  o f  t e x t  t y p e s  f r o m  t h e  s i m p l e  t o  t h e  c o m p l e x .  
I n  S e m e s t e r  1 ,  s t u d e n t s  p r o d u c e  a n  a n a l y t i c a l  e s s a y  o n  a  f i l m ,  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  k n o w l e d g e
o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  t h e m e s  a n d  f i l m  t e c h n i q u e s  p r e v a l e n t  i n  t h e  t e x t .  T h i s  i s  f o l l o w e d  b y
a n a l y s i n g  a r g u m e n t ,  i n  w h i c h  s t u d e n t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  s h o w  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  h o w
a r g u m e n t s  a n d  w r i t t e n  a n d  v i s u a l  l a n g u a g e  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o  p e r s u a d e  a n  a u d i e n c e ,  b e f o r e
c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  p e r s u a s i v e  p i e c e  o f  t h e i r  o w n  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t e x t ,  a u d i e n c e
a n d  p u r p o s e .   
I n  S e m e s t e r  2 ,  s t u d e n t s  c o m p l e t e  f u r t h e r  a n a l y t i c a l  e s s a y  o n  t e x t s ,  b u t  t h i s  t i m e  w i t h  a
f o c u s  o n  n o v e l s  a n d  p l a y s .   T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  u n i t  o n  c r e a t i v e  w r i t i n g  t i t l e d  ‘ C r a f t  o f
W r i t i n g ’ ,  w h e r e  s t u d e n t s  w o r k  t h r o u g h  a  w r i t i n g  p r o c e s s  t o  d e v e l o p  a  r a n g e  o f  p i e c e s
a r o u n d  t h e  t h e m e  o f  j u s t i c e .    

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover:  
Reading and Viewing  

Text analysis (film, novel, play)  
Analysing argument  

Speaking and Listening 
Persuasive oral presentation  

Writing   
Craft of writing (theme of ‘justice’)  
Persuasive writing 

Future Study Pathways 
Next year options: 

VCE Units 1 & 2 English or 
VCE - Vocational Major Units 1 & 2 Literacy

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Class work 
Assessment tasks 
End of Semester exam 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 English teacher or 
Head of English Faculty – Mr Liam Young 
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* W h e n  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  Y e a r  1 0  L i t e r a t u r e  o r  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e



ENGLISH

YEAR 10 ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ONE SEMESTER
Y e a r  1 0  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e  i s  a  s e m e s t e r - l o n g  s u b j e c t  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  s p e c i f i c  s k i l l s  a n d  c o n t e n t  o f  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e .  D i f f e r i n g
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  f r o m  E n g l i s h ,  t h i s  s e m e s t e r  o f  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e  w i l l  e n a b l e  s t u d e n t s  t o
i d e n t i f y  w h e t h e r  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  s u i t e d  t o  p u r s u i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  i n t o  V C E .    
I n  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e ,  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  h o w  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t e x t s  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  s p e c i f i c
p u r p o s e s .  I t  l o o k s  a t  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  a  p i e c e  o f  t e x t  a n d  w h a t  c l u e s  w e  a r e  g i v e n  t o
d e t e r m i n e  t h i s .  S t u d e n t s  c o n s i d e r  h o w  t h e  a u t h o r  h a s  p r e s e n t e d  t h e i r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d
h o w  t h e y  a r e  c o d i n g  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  a u d i e n c e .  
S t u d e n t s  w h o  h a v e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  s t r o n g  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  Y e a r  9  E n g l i s h  w i l l  b e  i n v i t e d  t o
s e l e c t  t h i s  c l a s s .   S t u d e n t s  w h o  c o m p l e t e  S e m e s t e r  1  o f  Y e a r  1 0  E n g l i s h  L a n g u a g e  w i l l
t h e n  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  S e m e s t e r  2  o f  Y e a r  1 0  E n g l i s h .   

Content Overview 

The areas of study for the English Language semester are: 
What is language? 
History of English 
Subsystems of English  

Future Study Pathways 
Next year options: 

VCE Units 1 & 2 English Language or  
VCE Units 1 & 2 English 

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Class work 
Assessment tasks 
Tests  
End of Semester exam 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 English teacher 
Head of English Faculty – Mr Liam Young  
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ENGLISH

YEAR 10 LITERATURE
ONE SEMESTER
Y e a r  1 0  L i t e r a t u r e  i s  a  s e m e s t e r - l o n g  s u b j e c t  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y
t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  s p e c i f i c  s k i l l s  a n d  c o n t e n t  o f  L i t e r a t u r e .  D i f f e r i n g  f r o m  E n g l i s h ,  t h i s
s e m e s t e r  o f  L i t e r a t u r e  w i l l  e n a b l e  s t u d e n t s  t o  i d e n t i f y  w h e t h e r  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  s u i t e d  t o
p u r s u i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  i n t o  V C E .    
I n  L i t e r a t u r e ,  s t u d e n t s  e x p a n d  t h e i r  f r a m e w o r k s  f o r  e x p l o r i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  b y  c o n s i d e r i n g
l i t e r a r y  f o r m s  a n d  f e a t u r e s ,  e n g a g i n g  w i t h  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d  r e f i n i n g  t h e i r  i n s i g h t  i n t o
a u t h o r i a l  c h o i c e s .  S t u d e n t s  d i s c o v e r  a n d  e x p e r i m e n t  w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  i n
o r d e r  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  o w n  r e s p o n s e s .  
S t u d e n t s  w h o  h a v e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  s t r o n g  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  Y e a r  9  E n g l i s h  w i l l  b e  i n v i t e d  t o
s e l e c t  t h i s  c l a s s .  S t u d e n t s  w h o  c o m p l e t e  S e m e s t e r  1  o f  Y e a r  1 0  L i t e r a t u r e  w i l l  t h e n  b e
r e q u i r e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  S e m e s t e r  2  o f  Y e a r  1 0  E n g l i s h .  

Content Overview 

The areas of study for the Literature semester are:  
Close analysis of poetry 
Creative response 
The text in its context  

Future Study Pathways 
Next year options: 

VCE Units 1 & 2 English Literature or  
VCE Units 1 & 2 English 

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Class work 
Assessment tasks 
Tests  
End of Semester exam 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 English teacher 
Head of English Faculty – Mr Liam Young  
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MATHEMATICS
04

The study of Mathematics is compulsory until the
end of Year 10 as it is widely recognised by parents,
employer groups and government bodies as an
essential part of any school education. Mathematics
studies at St Patrick’s College are designed to
provide access to worthwhile and challenging
mathematical learning in a way that considers the
needs and aspirations of a wide range of students. 
Studying mathematics at secondary school is
crucial as it develops critical thinking and problem-
solving skills.  It lays the foundation for
understanding complex concepts in science,
technology, engineering, and economics. 

WHY STUDY A MATHEMATICS SUBJECT?

MATHEMATICS PATHWAYS

The diagram below shows the natural progression of each subject. Some changes are possible
throughout the journey; however, these should only be made in consultation with your teacher. 

YEAR 10  SUBJECT INFORMATION
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Mathematics enhances logical reasoning and
analytical abilities, which are essential for everyday
decision-making and various careers. It also fosters
perseverance and attention to detail. Moreover,
math education promotes financial literacy, helping
students manage personal finances more
effectively.  



MATHEMATICS

YEAR 10 MATHEMATICS –  FOUNDATION
FULL  YEAR
M a t h e m a t i c s  –  F o u n d a t i o n  i s  a  b a s i c  c o u r s e  t h a t  s h o w s  s t u d e n t s  t h e  p r a c t i c a l
a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s  a n d  p r o v i d e s  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  r e q u i r e  t o  b e
s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h e  w o r k p l a c e ,  w i t h  f i n a n c e s  a n d  t h e i r  o w n  i n t e r e s t s .  
S t u d e n t s  c o n s o l i d a t e  m a t h e m a t i c a l  f o u n d a t i o n s ,  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  a n d
c a p a b i l i t y  t o  p l a n  a n d  c o n d u c t  a c t i v i t i e s  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y ,  c o m m u n i c a t e
t h e i r  m a t h e m a t i c a l  i d e a s ,  a n d  a c q u i r e  m a t h e m a t i c a l  k n o w l e d g e  s k i l l s  t o  m a k e  i n f o r m e d
d e c i s i o n s  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s .  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Measurement & Geometry 

Measurement 
Pythagoras 
Geometry 
Trigonometry 

Statistics & Probability 
Statistics 

Number & Algebra 
Consumer Arithmetic (Finance) 
Algebra 
Equations 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Mathematics - Foundation 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Mathematics – General 

Please note that Year 10 Mathematics – Foundation does not
prepare students for VCE Units 1 & 2 Mathematics - General.
Students wishing to move up to this level may be required to
complete extra work to catch up on missed concepts 

 
After school options: 

TAFE 
Apprenticeship 
University – many courses require Mathematics – General (or Methods)
as a prerequisite 

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Classwork 
Topic Test 
Investigation Task 
End of Semester Examinations 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Mathematics teacher 
Head of Mathematics Faculty - Mr Steven Biggin 
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MATHEMATICS

YEAR 10 MATHEMATICS –  GENERAL
FULL  YEAR
M a t h e m a t i c s  –  G e n e r a l  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b u i l d  u p o n  t h e  g e n e r a l  m a t h s  s k i l l s  t h a t  s t u d e n t s
h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  t h r o u g h  Y e a r s  7 - 9 .  T h i s  s u b j e c t  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  b e  w i d e l y  a c c e s s i b l e  b y
m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s  s t u d e n t s .  T h i s  l e v e l  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s  i s  s e e n  a s  t h e
“ s t a n d a r d ”  l e v e l  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s .  
A l l  t o p i c s  a r e  n o n - c a l c u l u s  b a s e d  a n d  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  g e n e r a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r
e m p l o y m e n t  o r  f u r t h e r  m a t h e m a t i c a l  s t u d y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w h e r e  d a t a  a n a l y s i s ,  f i n a n c i a l
m a t h s  a n d  n u m b e r  p a t t e r n s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t .  M a t h e m a t i c s  –  G e n e r a l  i s  o f t e n  t h e  m i n i m u m
m a t h e m a t i c s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  m a n y  u n i v e r s i t y  c o u r s e s  o r  t r a d e s .  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Measurement & Geometry 

Geometry 
Trigonometry 
Measurement 

Statistics & Probability 
Probability 
Statistics 

Number & Algebra 
Linear Relations 
Finance 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Mathematics – Foundation 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Mathematics – General 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Mathematics – Methods  

Please note that Year 10 Mathematics – General does not prepare
students for VCE Units 1 & 2 Mathematics – Methods. Students
wishing to move up to this level may be required to complete extra
work to catch up on missed concepts 

 
After school options: 

TAFE 
University – many courses require Mathematics – General (or Methods)
as a prerequisite 

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Class work 
Topic Test 
End of Semester Examinations 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Mathematics teacher 
Head of Mathematics Faculty - Mr Steven Biggin 
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MATHEMATICS

YEAR 10 MATHEMATICAL METHODS
FULL  YEAR
M a t h e m a t i c s  -  M e t h o d s  i s  k n o w n  a s  t h e  " p u r e "  m a t h e m a t i c s .  I n  Y e a r  1 0  M a t h e m a t i c s  -
M e t h o d s ,  t h e  t o p i c s  c o v e r e d  i n c l u d e  a l g e b r a ,  g e o m e t r y ,  t r i g o n o m e t r y ,  p r o b a b i l i t y ,
m e a s u r e m e n t  a n d  s o m e  s t a t i s t i c s .  T h e s e  t o p i c s  a r e  a p p l i e d  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  p r a c t i c a l  a n d
t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n t e x t s .  T h e y  a l s o  p r o v i d e  b a c k g r o u n d  f o r  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  i n  s c i e n c e ,
h u m a n i t i e s ,  e c o n o m i c s  a n d  m e d i c i n e ,  e t c .  
M e t h o d s  i s  s e e n  a s  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  t h a n  G e n e r a l  M a t h e m a t i c s  a n d  l e s s  a d v a n c e d  t h a n
S p e c i a l i s t  M a t h e m a t i c s .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  t h a t  t h e  g a p  b e t w e e n  G e n e r a l
a n d  M e t h o d s  i s  m u c h  l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  g a p  b e t w e e n  M e t h o d s  a n d  S p e c i a l i s t .

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Measurement & Geometry 

Trigonometry 
Statistics & Probability 

Probability 
Number & Algebra 

Linear Relations 
Indices & Surds 
Quadratics 
Parabolas 
Logarithms 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Mathematics – General 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Mathematics – Methods  
VCE Units 1 & 2 Mathematics – Specialist  

 
After school options: 

TAFE 
University – many courses require a Mathematics as a prerequisite  

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Classwork 
Topic Tests 
End of Semester exams 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Mathematics teacher 
Head of Mathematics Faculty - Mr Steven Biggin 
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SCIENCE
05

WHY STUDY A SCIENCE SUBJECT?

Studying science in secondary school is important
because it helps students understand the world
around them through observation, experimentation,
and evidence-based reasoning. It nurtures curiosity,
critical thinking, and problem-solving skills, which
are essential in everyday life and many careers.  
Science education also prepares students for future
opportunities in medicine, engineering,
environmental studies, and technology. It encourages
informed decision-making on global issues like
climate change, health, and sustainability. 

SCIENCE PATHWAYS

The diagram below shows the natural progression of each subject. Some changes are possible
throughout the journey; however, these should only be made in consultation with your teacher. It is
important to note that each of the sciences at Year 10 are semester-based subjects and students will be
required to select two different sciences, one for each semester. In Year 11, the subject runs for the full
year and students have the choice of which one (or two) they would like to do. 

Re c o m m e n d e d  pat hway Po ss i b le  pat hway,  bu t  m o re  c o ns u lt at i o n  re q u i re d

YEAR 10  SUBJECT INFORMATION
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By learning scientific principles, students become
more capable of evaluating information, thinking
logically, and contributing meaningfully to society. 
At SPC students at year 10 and beyond have the
opportunity to experience a variety of different
sciences depending on their particular interests. 



SCIENCE

YEAR 10 AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE
ONE SEMESTER
S t u d e n t s  i n  Y e a r  1 0  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S c i e n c e  w i l l  e x a m i n e  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  p r i n c i p l e s  b e h i n d
m o d e r n  f a r m  d e s i g n  a n d  o p e r a t i o n .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  e x a m i n e  t h e  f l o w  o f  m a t e r i a l s  t o  a n d
f r o m  a  f a r m ,  b e f o r e  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  b e h i n d  t h e  o p t i m i s a t i o n  o f  c r o p  p r o d u c t i o n  –
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  p e s t i c i d e s  a n d  h e r b i c i d e s .  
F o l l o w i n g  t h i s ,  s t u d e n t s  t h e n  r e v i e w  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  m a x i m i s i n g  y i e l d s  f r o m  s t o c k
a n i m a l s  w i t h  a  f o c u s  o n  l o c a l  V i c t o r i a n  p r a c t i c e s .  S t u d e n t s  a l s o  e x a m i n e  t h e  r o l e  o f
a n i m a l  w e l f a r e  i n  o p t i m i s i n g  t h e  y i e l d  f o r  a  f a r m  o p e r a t i o n .   

Content Overview 

Year 10 Agricultural Science includes the following topics: 
Farm Design 
Natural Cycles 
Pesticides and Herbicides 
Crop Optimisation 
Husbandry 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Agricultural and Horticultural Studies 
VCE Units 3 & 4 Agricultural and Horticultural Studies (accelerated) 

Please see the VCE Acceleration section for acceleration criteria 
 
After school options: 

TAFE 
University 

Types of Assessment 

Year 10 Agricultural Science includes the following assessments: 
Topic Tests 
Practical Reports 
Case Studies 
Scientific Posters 
End of Semester Exam  

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 
Your Year 9 Science Teacher 
Head of Science Faculty - Mr. James Russell 
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SCIENCE

YEAR 10 BIOLOGY
ONE SEMESTER
S t u d e n t s  i n  Y e a r  1 0  B i o l o g y  b e g i n  w i t h  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  D N A  a n d  g e n e s  i n  g e n e t i c
i n h e r i t a n c e  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s .  F o l l o w i n g  t h i s ,  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  D a r w i n  t o
t h e  t h e o r y  o f  e v o l u t i o n  b y  n a t u r a l  s e l e c t i o n  w i t h  a  f o c u s  o n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  n e w  s p e c i e s
a n d  t h e  m e a n s  o f  c l a s s i f y i n g  s p e c i e s  b a s e d  o n  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  m e c h a n i s m s .  S t u d e n t s
f u r t h e r  e x a m i n e  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  h u m a n  e v o l u t i o n  a n d  t h e  d i r e c t  l i n k s  t o  s p e c i a t i o n
e v e n t s .  
B u i l d i n g  o n  t h i s ,  s t u d e n t s  p r a c t i c a l l y  e x a m i n e  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  p a t h o g e n s  a n d  d i s e a s e
a n d  t h e i r  m a n a g e m e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  b i o l o g i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s .  A d d i t i o n a l
p r a c t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  o f  D N A ,  a n a l y s i s  u s i n g  G e l  E l e c t r o p h o r e s i s  a n d
t h e  s i m u l a t i o n  o f  g e n e t i c  i n h e r i t a n c e  w i t h i n  a  p o p u l a t i o n .  

Content Overview 

Year 10 Biology includes the following topics: 
Cell Structure 
DNA and RNA 
Protein Synthesis 
Genetics and Inheritance 
Evolution 
Pathogens and Disease 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Biology 

 
After school options include: 

TAFE 
University – Biology is a prerequisite for some courses 

Types of Assessment 

Year 10 Biology includes the following assessments: 
Topic Tests 
Practical Reports 
Case Studies 
Scientific Posters 
End of Semester Exam 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 
Your Year 9 Science Teacher 
Head of Science Faculty - Mr. James Russell 
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SCIENCE

YEAR 10 CHEMISTRY
ONE SEMESTER
A t  t h i s  l e v e l  s t u d e n t s  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  b e h a v i o u r  a n d  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  a r e
d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n t  p a r t i c l e s  a n d  t h e  f o r c e s  t h a t  h o l d  t h e m  t o g e t h e r .  T h e y
l e a r n  t h e  s u b s t r u c t u r e  o f  a t o m s  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  a t o m s ,  m o l e c u l e s  a n d  i o n s  a r e  t h e
b u i l d i n g  b l o c k s  o f  m a t t e r .  T h e y  s t u d y  t h e  p a t t e r n s  i n  t h e  t y p e  o f  c o n s t i t u e n t  p a r t i c l e s
t h a t  l e a d  t o  s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  p r o p e r t i e s  a n d  t h a t  t h e s e  p a t t e r n s  a r e  u s e f u l  w a y s  t o  g r o u p
s u b s t a n c e s  i n t o  f a m i l i e s ,  s u c h  a s  i o n i c  a n d  m o l e c u l a r  s u b s t a n c e s .   
S t u d e n t s  a r e  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  p e r i o d i c  t a b l e  a n d  l e a r n  t h a t  c h e m i c a l  b e h a v i o u r  a n d
a t o m i c  s t r u c t u r e  a r e  c o n n e c t e d  i n  t h e  w a y  t h e  p e r i o d i c  t a b l e  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d .  S t u d e n t s
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  c h e m i s t r y  o f  r e l a t e d  s u b s t a n c e s  a n d  i n t e r p r e t  t h e i r  r e s u l t s  i n  t e r m s  o f
c l a s s e s  o f  r e a c t i o n s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h o s e  b e t w e e n  a c i d s  a n d  b a s e s ,  o r  m e t a l s  a n d  n o n -
m e t a l s .  S t u d e n t s  i n v e s t i g a t e  r e a c t i o n s ,  u s e  c h e m i c a l  f o r m u l a e  a n d  w o r d  e q u a t i o n s ,  a n d
l e a r n  h o w  t o  c a l c u l a t e  t h e  m a s s e s  o f  p r o d u c t s  o f  r e a c t i o n s .  

Content Overview 

Year 10 Chemistry includes the following topics: 
The Periodic Table 
Bonding Models 
Chemical Reactions 
Reaction Kinetics 
Stoichiometry 
Organic Chemistry  

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Chemistry 

 
After school options include: 

TAFE 
University – Chemistry is a prerequisite for some courses 

Types of Assessment 

Year 10 Chemistry includes the following assessments: 
Topic Tests 
Practical Reports  
Scientific Posters 
End of Semester Exam 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 
Your Year 9 Science Teacher 
Head of Science Faculty - Mr. James Russell 
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SCIENCE

YEAR 10 ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
ONE SEMESTER
Y e a r  1 0  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S c i e n c e  w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  s t u d e n t s  t o  e x a m i n e  h o w  t h e y  i n t e r a c t  w i t h
t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  t h e m .  T h e y  w i l l  e x p l o r e  c o n c e p t s  o f  t h e  e a r t h  b e i n g  a  d y n a m i c  s y s t e m
i n v o l v i n g  i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  b i o s p h e r e ,  h y d r o s p h e r e ,  l i t h o s p h e r e  a n d  a t m o s p h e r e ,  a n d
a s s o c i a t e d  c y c l e s  s u c h  a s  n i t r o g e n ,  c a r b o n ,  a n d  w a t e r  c y c l e s .   
S t u d e n t s  w i l l  c o n d u c t  h a b i t a t  a s s e s s m e n t s  o f  l o c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t s  a n d  a p p l y  t h i s
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  d e v e l o p  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n .  M a n a g e m e n t  o f  l o c a l  a n d
g l o b a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i s s u e s  s u c h  a s  w a s t e ,  c l i m a t e ,  a n d  e n e r g y  u s e  w i l l  b e  e x p l o r e d
t h r o u g h  c a s e  s t u d i e s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i s c u s s  i s s u e s  a n d  d r a w
e v i d e n c e - b a s e d  c o n c l u s i o n s .  

Content Overview 

Year 10 Environmental Science includes the following topics: 
Soils 
Biodiversity  
Ecosystems  
Sustainable Housing 
Renewable Energy 
Global Systems  

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Environmental Science 
VCE Units 3 & 4 Environmental Science (Acceleration) 

Please see the VCE Acceleration section for acceleration criteria 
 
After school options: 

TAFE 
University – Environmental Science is not a prerequisite for many courses
but is an emerging area of science. 

Types of Assessment 

Year 10 Chemistry includes the following assessments: 
Topic Tests 
Practical Reports  
Case Studies 
End of Semester exam 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 
Your Year 9 Science Teacher 
Head of Science Faculty - Mr. James Russell 
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SCIENCE

YEAR 10 PHYSICS
ONE SEMESTER
S t u d e n t s  u s e  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  d i r e c t  r e l e v a n c e  t o  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  a
w i d e  r a n g e  o f  p h y s i c a l  p h e n o m e n a  r e l a t e d  t o  m o t i o n ,  m a g n e t s ,  a n d  t h e  u n i v e r s e .  S t u d e n t s
d e v e l o p  s k i l l s  i n  e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  m o t i o n  o f  o b j e c t s  i n v o l v e s  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  f o r c e s
a n d  t h e  e x c h a n g e  o f  e n e r g y  a n d  c a n  b e  d e s c r i b e d  a n d  p r e d i c t e d  u s i n g  t h e  l a w s  o f  p h y s i c s .
F o l l o w i n g  t h i s  s t u d e n t  t h e n  i n v e s t i g a t e  a n d  e x p l a i n  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  m a g n e t s  c a n
b e  e x p l a i n e d  b y  t h e  f i e l d  m o d e l ;  m a g n e t s  a r e  u s e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  e l e c t r i c i t y  a n d  t h e
o p e r a t i o n  o f  m o t o r s .  F i n a l l y ,  s t u d e n t s  e x a m i n e  t h e  u n i v e r s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  g a l a x i e s ,  s t a r s  a n d
s o l a r  s y s t e m s ;  a n d  h o w  t h e  B i g  B a n g  t h e o r y  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e
u n i v e r s e .  

Content Overview 

Year 10 Physics includes the following topics: 
Universe 
Magnetism 
Motion  

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Unit 1 & 2 Physics 

 
After school options: 

TAFE 
University – Physics is a common prerequisite for many University Courses. 

Types of Assessment 

Year 10 Physics includes the following assessments: 
Topic Tests 
Practical Reports  
Scientific Posters 
End of Semester exam 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 
Your Year 9 Science Teacher 
Head of Science Faculty - Mr. James Russell 
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SCIENCE

YEAR 10 PSYCHOLOGY
ONE SEMESTER
T h i s  s u b j e c t  i s  s u i t e d  f o r  s t u d e n t s  w h o  h a v e  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  h u m a n  b e h a v i o u r
t h r o u g h  b i o l o g i c a l ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  a n d  s o c i a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  P s y c h o l o g y  i s  a  b r o a d
d i s c i p l i n e  t h a t  i n c o r p o r a t e s  b o t h  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  s y s t e m a t i c  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  k n o w l e d g e
t o  p e r s o n a l  a n d  s o c i a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n  e v e r y d a y  l i f e  K n o w l e d g e  a n d  s k i l l s  t o  b e  c o v e r e d
a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  g i v e  s t u d e n t s  a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  t o p i c s  t h e y  c a n  e x p e c t  t o  u n d e r t a k e
i n  U n i t  1 - 4  s t u d i e s  o f  P s y c h o l o g y .   
T h e s e  i n c l u d e :  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m  a n d  h o w  t h e y  i n t e r a c t  t o
c o o r d i n a t e  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  b o d y ,  N a t u r e  V s  N u r t u r e ,  S o c i a l  c o g n i t i o n ,  S e n s a t i o n
a n d  P e r c e p t i o n ,  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  m o d e l s  o f  l e a r n i n g  a n d  m e m o r y ,  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e
p u r p o s e  o f  s l e e p ,  e x p l o r i n g ,  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  f a c t o r s  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  m e n t a l  h e a l t h
a n d  w e l l b e i n g .  

Content Overview 

Year 10 Psychology includes the following topics: 
The Nervous System 
Sensation and Perception 
Memory 
Forensic Psychology 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Unit 1 & 2 Psychology 

 
After school options: 

TAFE 
University – Psychology is an important subject to complete for those
wanting to enter any Psychology related fields. 

Types of Assessment 

Year 10 Psychology includes the following assessments: 
Topic Tests 
Case Studies  
Practical Reports 
End of Semester exam 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 
Your Year 9 Science Teacher 
Head of Science Faculty - Mr. James Russell 
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At St Patrick’s College, our Health and Physical
Education offerings—such as Health and Human
Development, Sport, Physical Education, Outdoor
and Environmental Studies and VET Sport and
Recreation—support the development of the whole
person. These subjects promote physical fitness,
mental wellbeing, healthy lifestyle choices and
encourages students to connect with nature and
develop environmental awareness. They also build
essential life skills like teamwork, leadership

WHY STUDY A HaPE SUBJECT?

HaPE PATHWAYS

The diagram below shows the natural progression of each subject. Some changes are possible
throughout the journey; however, these should only be made in consultation with your teacher. 

Re c o m m e n d e d  pat hway Po ss i b le  pat hway,  bu t  m o re  c o ns u lt at i o n  re q u i re d

YEAR 10  SUBJECT INFORMATION

HEALTH &
06

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION 
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and resilience. 
Students gain valuable insights into human
development, health systems, and the role of sport
in society, while also exploring pathways into
careers in health, fitness, education, and community
services. These subjects empower students to lead
active, informed, and purposeful lives. 



HEALTH & PHYSICAL  EDUCATION

YEAR 10 HEALTH & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
ONE SEMESTER
I n  Y e a r  1 0  H e a l t h  a n d  H u m a n  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  s t u d e n t s  e x p l o r e  t h e  c o m p l e x  a n d  d y n a m i c
f a c t o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l b e i n g .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  t o p i c s
s u c h  a s  h y g i e n e ,  n u t r i t i o n ,  d i g e s t i o n ,  a n a l y s i n g  d i e t s ,  t h e  g u t - b r a i n  a x i s ,  s l e e p  a s  b o t h  a
p h y s i o l o g i c a l  a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c o n s t r u c t ,  h e a l t h  p r o m o t i o n  a n d  c u l t u r e ,  &  h e a l t h  i n
o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  T h e y  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  a  v a r i e t y  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  l e a r n i n g
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  a s s e s s  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l b e i n g  t h r o u g h  a n a l y s i n g  d i f f e r e n t  h e a l t h  t r e n d s ,
c o m p l e t i n g  r e s e a r c h  a s s e s s m e n t s  a n d  o t h e r  p r a c t i c a l  r e a l - w o r l d  c o n c e p t s .  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Health and Wellbeing 
The role of the body in our wellbeing 
Nutrition and digestion 
The role of the brain in our wellbeing 
Sleep 
Health Status 
Health Promotion 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Health and Human Development 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Physical Education 
VET Sport and Recreation (Year 1) 

 
After school options: 

VCE Health and Human Development offers students a range of
pathways such as health promotion, community health research and
policy development, humanitarian aid work, allied health practices, and
education. 
University courses (examples): 

Bachelor of Health Sciences 
Bachelor of Nursing/Paramedics 
Bachelor of Education (Health and Physical Education) 

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Test 
Research Task/Presentation 
End of Semester Test 

Further Information  

For further information about this subject, please contact: 
Your Year 9 PE and Health Teacher 
Year 9 Health Teacher – Mrs Rylee Booth 
Head of HaPE Faculty – Miss Carly Twaits 
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL  EDUCATION

YEAR 10 PHYSICAL EDUCATION
ONE SEMESTER
P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  e x a m i n e s  h o w  t h e  b o d y  p e r f o r m s  d u r i n g  e x e r c i s e  a n d  s p o r t i n g  a c t i v i t y .
T h e  c o u r s e  c l o s e l y  e x a m i n e s  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  b o d y  a n d  h o w  t h e s e  f u n c t i o n s  i n t e r p l a y
t o  d e l i v e r  p e a k  p e r f o r m a n c e .  P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  i n  Y e a r  1 0  b u i l d s  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f
h o w  t r a i n i n g  a n d  e x e r c i s e  i n  a r e a s  s u c h  a s  s t r e n g t h ,  f l e x i b i l i t y  a n d  e n d u r a n c e  r e l a t e  t o
p h y s i c a l  p e r f o r m a n c e .  
P l e a s e  n o t e :  Y e a r  1 0  P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r e p a r e  s t u d e n t s  f o r  V C E  U n i t s  1 - 4
P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n .  T h i s  i s  a  t h e o r y - b a s e d  c l a s s .  S t u d e n t s  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  s o m e  p r a c t i c a l
c l a s s e s .  
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Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
The anatomy and physiology of the human body (with emphasis
on the muscular, skeletal, and cardiorespiratory systems), during
exercise and sporting activity 
The role of energy systems and use of food fuels in physical
performance 
Identification and testing of fitness components. 
Devising training sessions that incorporate specific fitness
components and training methods. 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Physical Education 
VCE VET Sport and Recreation (Year One) 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Health and Human Development 

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Laboratory Reports 
Tests 
End of semester Exam  

Further Information  

For further information about this subject, please contact: 
Your Year 9 Physical Education and Health teacher 
Year 10 Physical Education Teachers – Mrs Rylee Booth and Mr Joe
Black 
Head of HaPE Faculty – Miss Carly Twaits 



HEALTH & PHYSICAL  EDUCATION

PHYSICAL EDUCATION:  SPECIALISED SPORT -  AFL
ONE SEMESTER
T h i s  u n i t  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  Y e a r  1 0  s t u d e n t s  t o  a d v a n c e d  t e c h n i q u e s  a n d  s t r a t e g i e s
w i t h i n  A F L .  T h e  f o c u s  w i l l  b e  o n  s k i l l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t a c t i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  a n d  t h e
a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  s p o r t - s p e c i f i c  k n o w l e d g e  i n  b o t h  p r a c t i c e  a n d  c o m p e t i t i v e  s e t t i n g s .
T h r o u g h  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h e o r y  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  s e s s i o n s ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  e n h a n c e  t h e i r
p e r f o r m a n c e ,  t e a m w o r k ,  a n d  s p o r t s m a n s h i p  i n  A F L .  T h i s  u n i t  a l s o  e m p h a s i s e s  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  f i t n e s s ,  i n j u r y  p r e v e n t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  r o l e  o f  m e n t a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  a t h l e t i c
p e r f o r m a n c e .  
T h e  S p e c i a l i s t  A F L  p r o g r a m  i s  s e l e c t  e n t r y ,  m e a n i n g  s t u d e n t s  w h o  p u t  i n  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  o f
i n t e r e s t  w i l l  n e e d  t o  m e e t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o u t l i n e d  b e l o w  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  t h e
s u b j e c t .  
S e l e c t i o n  C r i t e r i a :  

S t u d e n t s  m u s t  h a v e  a  k e e n  i n t e r e s t  i n  /  o r  p l a y  A F L  a n d  w a n t  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  s k i l l s
a n d  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  g a m e
S t u d e n t s  m u s t  h a v e  r e p r e s e n t e d  S P C  i n  A F L
S t u d e n t s  m u s t  m e e t  m i n i m u m  a t t e n d a n c e
S t u d e n t s  m u s t  m e e t  b e h a v i o u r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s
S t u d e n t s  m u s t  a p p l y  i n  w r i t i n g  a n d  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  b e  i n t e r v i e w e d  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Skill Acquisition, Analysis and Biomechanics - Kicking  
Fitness Components – why/how to train fitness components for AFL
(specificity)  
Mental Resilience, mindfulness, monitoring tools, yoga, visualisation  
Game Preparation – nutrition strategies  
Individual and Team Training and Game Performance Analysis 

Individual skill acquisition & development.  
Team game plan & training plan development  

Recovery and Injury Prevention Strategies  

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
Year 11 or 12 Physical Education 
Year 11 Health and Human Development 
VET Sport and Recreation 

Types of Assessment 

Assessments will be based on: 
Practical/ Technical development 
Written Reports and Practical Test  
Training Program 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Mr Jason Lappin 
Head of HaPE Faculty – Miss Carly Twaits 

30 |



HEALTH & PHYSICAL  EDUCATION

PHYSICAL EDUCATION: SPECIALISED SPORT - BASKETBALL
ONE SEMESTER
T h i s  u n i t  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  Y e a r  1 0  s t u d e n t s  t o  a d v a n c e d  t e c h n i q u e s  a n d  s t r a t e g i e s
w i t h i n  B a s k e t b a l l .  T h e  f o c u s  w i l l  b e  o n  s k i l l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t a c t i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  a n d  t h e
a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  s p o r t - s p e c i f i c  k n o w l e d g e  i n  b o t h  p r a c t i c e  a n d  c o m p e t i t i v e  s e t t i n g s .
T h r o u g h  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h e o r y  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  s e s s i o n s ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  e n h a n c e  t h e i r
p e r f o r m a n c e ,  t e a m w o r k ,  a n d  s p o r t s m a n s h i p  i n  B a s k e t b a l l .  T h i s  u n i t  a l s o  e m p h a s i s e s  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  f i t n e s s ,  i n j u r y  p r e v e n t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  r o l e  o f  m e n t a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  a t h l e t i c
p e r f o r m a n c e .  
T h e  S p e c i a l i s t  B a s k e t b a l l  p r o g r a m  i s  s e l e c t  e n t r y ,  m e a n i n g  s t u d e n t s  w h o  p u t  i n  a n
e x p r e s s i o n  o f  i n t e r e s t  w i l l  n e e d  t o  m e e t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o u t l i n e d  b e l o w  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d
f o r  t h e  s u b j e c t .  
S e l e c t i o n  C r i t e r i a :  

S t u d e n t s  m u s t  h a v e  a  k e e n  i n t e r e s t  i n  /  o r  p l a y  b a s k e t b a l l  a n d  w a n t  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e i r
s k i l l s  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  g a m e
S t u d e n t s  m u s t  h a v e  r e p r e s e n t e d  S P C  i n  b a s k e t b a l l
S t u d e n t s  m u s t  m e e t  m i n i m u m  a t t e n d a n c e
S t u d e n t s  m u s t  m e e t  b e h a v i o u r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s
S t u d e n t s  m u s t  a p p l y  i n  w r i t i n g  a n d  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  b e  i n t e r v i e w e d  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
In this subject, students will cover: 
Skill Acquisition (Biomechanics Focus) 
Fitness (Fitness Components, training principles for Basketball) 
Game Sense & Tactics (Data Analysis) 
Recovery and Injury Prevention 
Advanced Basketball Skills and Sports Psychology (focus, mental
rehearsal, visualisation & game preparation including nutrition, stress,
mindfulness)  

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
Year 11 or 12 Physical Education 
Year 11 Health and Human Development 
VET Sport and Recreation 

Types of Assessment 

Assessments will be based on: 
Practical/ Technical development 
Written Reports and Practical Test  
Training Program 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Mr Josh Ebbels or Mr Jarrod Fryar 
Head of HaPE Faculty – Miss Carly Twaits 
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL  EDUCATION

PHYSICAL EDUCATION:  SPECIALISED SPORT -  SOCCER
ONE SEMESTER

T h i s  u n i t  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  Y e a r  1 0  s t u d e n t s  t o  a d v a n c e d  t e c h n i q u e s  a n d  s t r a t e g i e s
w i t h i n  s o c c e r .  T h e  f o c u s  w i l l  b e  o n  s k i l l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t a c t i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  a n d  t h e
a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  s p o r t - s p e c i f i c  k n o w l e d g e  i n  b o t h  p r a c t i c e  a n d  c o m p e t i t i v e  s e t t i n g s .
T h r o u g h  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h e o r y  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  s e s s i o n s ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  e n h a n c e  t h e i r
p e r f o r m a n c e ,  t e a m w o r k ,  a n d  s p o r t s m a n s h i p  i n  s o c c e r .  T h i s  u n i t  a l s o  e m p h a s i s e s  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  f i t n e s s ,  i n j u r y  p r e v e n t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  r o l e  o f  m e n t a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  a t h l e t i c
p e r f o r m a n c e .  
T h e  S p e c i a l i s t  S o c c e r  p r o g r a m  i s  s e l e c t  e n t r y ,  m e a n i n g  s t u d e n t s  w h o  p u t  i n  a n  e x p r e s s i o n
o f  i n t e r e s t  w i l l  n e e d  t o  m e e t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o u t l i n e d  b e l o w  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  t h e
s u b j e c t .  
S e l e c t i o n  C r i t e r i a :  

S t u d e n t s  m u s t  h a v e  a  k e e n  i n t e r e s t  i n  /  o r  p l a y  s o c c e r  a n d  w a n t  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  s k i l l s
a n d  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  g a m e
S t u d e n t s  m u s t  h a v e  r e p r e s e n t e d  S P C  i n  s o c c e r
S t u d e n t s  m u s t  m e e t  m i n i m u m  a t t e n d a n c e
S t u d e n t s  m u s t  m e e t  b e h a v i o u r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s
S t u d e n t s  m u s t  a p p l y  i n  w r i t i n g  a n d  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  b e  i n t e r v i e w e d  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Skill & Introduction to Principles of Play (penetration, support, width,
creativity/ pressure, cover, balance, compact) 
Fitness & Further Detail to Principles of Play (soccer specific
conditioning)  
Game/ SEPEP & Mental Resilience (Tournament play with focus on
mental values (Resilience, teamwork, consideration, respect etc.) 
Game based 11 a side Strategy (Game Analysis) 
Fitness, Recovery and Injury Prevention

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
Year 11 or 12 Physical Education 
Year 11 Health and Human Development 
VET Sport and Recreation 

Types of Assessment 

Assessments will be based on: 
Practical/ Technical development 
Written Reports and Practical Test  
Training Program 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Mr Ryan Williams – Liverpool Academy Coach 
Head of HaPE Faculty – Miss Carly Twaits 
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL  EDUCATION

YEAR 10 SPORT
FULL  YEAR

P h y s i c a l  a c t i v i t y ,  s p o r t  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  p e o p l e  i n  A u s t r a l i a .
F o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  n o w  t h e  l i n k  b e t w e e n  l i f e l o n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  p h y s i c a l  a c t i v i t y  a n d
s p o r t ,  a n d  p h y s i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  a n d  e m o t i o n a l ,  f i t n e s s ,  h e a l t h  a n d  w e l l b e i n g ,  h a s  b e e n  c l e a r .   
S p o r t  e d u c a t i o n  a t  S t  P a t r i c k ’ s  C o l l e g e  s e e k s  t o  p r o v i d e  b o y s  w i t h  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  a r e
c h a l l e n g i n g  a n d  e n j o y a b l e ,  a n d  t h a t  p r o m o t e  p e r s o n a l  g r o w t h  a n d  l i f e l o n g  p h y s i c a l
a c t i v i t y .  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Semester One 

Court Sports (including Basketball, Netball, European Handball,
Korfball and Volleyball) 
Endzone Sports (including Touch Rugby, Ultimate Frisbee and Flag
Football) 

Semester Two 
Fitness 
Kicking Sports (AFL 9s, Soccer, Futsal, Gaelic) 
Lifelong Sports (including lawn bowls, tennis, badminton, golf,
squash and racquetball and croquet) 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
Year 11 or 12 Physical Education 
Year 11 Health and Human Development 
VET Sport and Recreation 

Types of Assessment 
Direct observation of student participation in, and level of application
to, practical activities 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your current Physical Education teacher
Head of HaPE Faculty – Miss Carly Twaits 

|  33



Learning in the Humanities helps us understand the
rich complexity of human experience across time,
cultures, and beliefs. Through the Humanities,
students investigate people’s interconnections with
society, groups and other individuals and with built
and natural environments. Humanities subjects
provide a framework for students to examine the
human-related systems and processes that have
shaped the world —skills essential for navigating
an increasingly interconnected humanity.  

WHY STUDY A HUMANITIES  SUBJECT?

HUMANITIES  PATHWAYS
The diagram below shows the natural progression of each subject. Some changes are possible
throughout the journey; however, these should only be made in consultation with your teacher. 

YEAR 10  SUBJECT INFORMATION

HUMANITIES
07

Re c o m m e n d e d  pat hway Po ss i b le  pat hway,  bu t  m o re  c o ns u lt at i o n  re q u i re d
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Through studying History, Geography, Business and
Economics and Civics and Citizenship, we gain
insights into who we are and how we shape our
societies. Ultimately, the Humanities empower us to
be thoughtful, informed, and active citizens.



HUMANIT IES

COMMERCE
ONE SEMESTER
I n  t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  e x p l o r e  e s s e n t i a l  b u s i n e s s  c o n c e p t s ,  p r i n c i p l e s ,  a n d
t e r m i n o l o g y ,  g a i n i n g  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  p u r p o s e  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  b u s i n e s s e s  l o c a l l y ,
n a t i o n a l l y ,  a n d  g l o b a l l y .  T h e y ' l l  e x a m i n e  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t s  i n  w h i c h  b u s i n e s s e s  o p e r a t e ,
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  k e y  s t a k e h o l d e r s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  l e a r n
a b o u t  t h e  r o l e  o f  f i n a n c i a l  l i t e r a c y  i n  m a n a g i n g  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c e s .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e y ' l l
d e v e l o p  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  e c o n o m y ,  c o n n e c t i n g  e c o n o m i c  e v e n t s  t o  t h e i r
o u t c o m e s .  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Financial Literacy  

Personal Finance  
Business  

The Business Environment  
Economics  

Microeconomics  
Macroeconomics  

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Economics  
VCE Units 1 & 2 Business Management 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Accounting 

 
After school options: 

TAFE 
University 

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Structured Question Tests  
Assignments 
End of Semester Examinations 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Humanities teacher 
Head of Humanities Faculty – Ms Jennifer Casey  
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HUMANIT IES

ANCIENT HISTORY
ONE SEMESTER
I n  Y e a r  1 0  A n c i e n t  H i s t o r y ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  e m b a r k  o n  a  f a s c i n a t i n g  j o u r n e y  t h r o u g h  A n c i e n t
H i s t o r y ,  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  r i c h  h i s t o r y  o f  G r e e c e ,  s p a n n i n g  f r o m  t h e  M i n o a n  A g e  t o  t h e
i n f l u e n t i a l  H e l l e n i s t i c  P e r i o d ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  a n d  l e g a c i e s  o f  t h i s
r e m a r k a b l e  c i v i l i s a t i o n .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  a l s o  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  a n c i e n t  R o m a n s ,  f r o m  i t s
R e p u b l i c  t o  t h e  m i g h t y  E m p i r e ,  g a i n i n g  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  i t s  p o l i t i c s ,  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  c u l t u r e .   

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Greece  

Minoan Age 
Hellenistic Period 

Rome  
Roman Republic  
Roman Empire  

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Ancient History  
VCE Units 1 & 2 Modern History  

 
After school options: 

TAFE 
University  

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Structured Question Tests  
Source Analysis Questions  
Historical Inquiry 
End of Semester Examinations 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Humanities teacher 
Head of Humanities Faculty – Ms Jennifer Casey  
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HUMANIT IES

LEGAL AND POLITICAL STUDIES
ONE SEMESTER
S t u d e n t s  e x p l a i n  t h e  k e y  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  s y s t e m  o f  j u s t i c e  a n d  a n a l y s e  t h e  r o l e
o f  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  c o u r t  s y s t e m .  T h i s  c o u r s e  f o c u s e s  o n  c r i m i n a l  l a w .  S t u d e n t s  a n a l y s e  t h e
r o l e  o f  t h e  H i g h  C o u r t  a n d  e x p l a i n  h o w  A u s t r a l i a ’ s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e g a l  o b l i g a t i o n s
i n f l u e n c e  l a w  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c y .  S t u d e n t s  a l s o  e v a l u a t e  f e a t u r e s  o f  A u s t r a l i a ’ s
p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  i n c l u d i n g  d e m o c r a t i c  v a l u e s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l o g i e s .  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Criminal Law  

Creation of laws 
Structure and role of parliament. 
Victorian Court Hierarchy 
Types of crimes 
Role of court in criminal law 
The role of the jury in criminal law  

Government and Democracy  
Features of Australia’s political system 
Democracy 
Political parties 
Foreign Aid  
Sustainable development goals 
Referendums 
Role of the High Court 
Rights 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Legal Studies
VCE Units 1 & 2 Politics

 
After school options: 

TAFE 
University  

Types of Assessment 
This subject will be assessed by: 

Structured Question Tests  
End of Semester Examinations 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Humanities teacher 
Head of Humanities Faculty – Ms Jennifer Casey  
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HUMANIT IES

MODERN HISTORY
ONE SEMESTER
I n  Y e a r  1 0  M o d e r n  H i s t o r y :  A u s t r a l i a ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  e x p l o r e  k e y  a s p e c t s  o f  W o r l d  W a r  I I
a n d  t h e  C o l d  W a r ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  i t s  c a u s e s  a n d  f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  e x p e r i e n c e
d u r i n g  t h e  w a r s .  T h e y  w i l l  l e a r n  a b o u t  s i g n i f i c a n t  e v e n t s ,  p e o p l e ,  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e
w a r s  o n  A u s t r a l i a .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  d e l v e  i n t o  R i g h t s  a n d  F r e e d o m s ,  w i t h  a
p a r t i c u l a r  e m p h a s i s  o n  i n d i g e n o u s  s t u d i e s ,  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  a n d  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f
i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e s .  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Causes of WWII 

Lead into WWII 
World War II 

European War   
The Holocaust 
Pacific Theatre  

Rights and Freedoms  
The Cold War  
Freedoms before 1965  

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Modern History  
VCE Units 1 & 2 Ancient History  

 
After school options: 

TAFE 
University  

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Structured Question Tests  
Source Analysis Questions  
Historical Inquiry 
End of Semester Examinations 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Humanities teacher 
Head of Humanities Faculty – Ms Jennifer Casey  
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At St Patrick’s College, our diverse Arts curriculum
—encompassing Visual Communication & Design,
Art Making & Exhibiting, Media, Architecture,
Photography, 2-D & 3D Art, — empowers students
to become creative, adaptable, and innovative
thinkers prepared for the future. 
By engaging in hands-on projects and exploring
complex ideas, students develop essential skills in
visual literacy, critical thinking, and creative
problem-solving. These capabilities are highly
valued in emerging industries such as digital media,

WHY STUDY AN ARTS SUBJECT?

ARTS PATHWAYS

The diagram below shows the natural progression of each subject. Some changes are possible
throughout the journey; however, these should only be made in consultation with your teacher. 

Re c o m m e n d e d  pat hway Po ss i b le  pat hway,  bu t  m o re  c o ns u lt at i o n  re q u i re d

YEAR 10  SUBJECT INFORMATION

ARTS
08

| 39

 design, architecture, advertising, and visual
storytelling. Beyond career readiness, our Arts
programs foster cultural awareness, confidence,
and personal expression—equipping students with
the tools to shape, interpret, and influence the
world around them. 



ARTS

YEAR 10 2D ART
ONE SEMESTER

2 D  A r t  i s  a  d y n a m i c  a n d  i m m e r s i v e  p r o g r a m  d e s i g n e d  t o  d e v e l o p  s t u d e n t s '  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d
s k i l l s  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n d  d i g i t a l  a r t s  p r a c t i c e s .   
S t u d e n t s  f o c u s  o n  2 D  a r t  f o r m s  i n c l u d i n g  d r a w i n g ,  p a i n t i n g ,  p r i n t m a k i n g ,  p h o t o  m e d i a ,
a n d  d i g i t a l  i m a g e  m a n i p u l a t i o n .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e o r i e s  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y
p r a c t i c e s  a n d  c o n c e p t s ,  a l l o w i n g  f o r  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  a r t i s t i c
p r o c e s s .   

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Drawing & Painting 

Contemporary Drawing & Painting Techniques 
Portraiture 
Indigenous Art & Iconography 

Printmaking  
Relief, intaglio & Screen-printing 
Social Justice & Activist Art 

Digital Arts Practices 
Photographic Manipulation/Digital Imaging 
Appropriation in Art 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Art Making & Exhibiting 
VCE Visual Communication Design 
VCE VET Creative Digital Media 

 
After school options: 

TAFE courses in Visual Arts & Design, Screen & Media, Theatre Arts 
University degrees in Visual Arts, Visual Communication Design,
Screen & Media, Photography, Theatre Arts, Arts Management  

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Folio of Artworks 
Artist & Contemporary Practice Analysis  
End of Semester Exam 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Art teacher 
Head of Arts Faculty: Ms. Jeanean Pritchard 
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ARTS

YEAR 10 3D ART
ONE SEMESTER

3 D  A r t  i s  a n  e m p i r i c a l  a n d  h a n d s - o n  p r o g r a m  d e s i g n e d  t o  d e v e l o p  s t u d e n t s '  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d
s k i l l s  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n d  d i g i t a l  a r t s  p r a c t i c e s .   
S t u d e n t s  f o c u s  o n  3 D  a r t  f o r m s  i n c l u d i n g  c e r a m i c s ,  s c u l p t u r e ,  i n s t a l l a t i o n  &  3 D  d i g i t a l
a r t .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e o r i e s  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  c o n c e p t s ,
a l l o w i n g  f o r  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  a r t i s t i c  p r o c e s s .   

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Ceramics 

Hand-building 
Slip Casting 
Indigenous Art & Totem 

Sculpture  
Sculpting & Carving 
Public Art 
Creature Art 

Mixed Media & Digital Processes 
3D Modelling  
Exhibiting Artworks 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Art Making & Exhibiting 
VCE Visual Communication Design 
VCE VET Creative Digital Media 

 
After school options: 

TAFE courses in Visual Arts & Design, Screen & Media, Theatre Arts 
University degrees in Visual Arts, Visual Communication Design,
Screen & Media, Photography, Theatre Arts, Arts Management 

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Folio of Artworks 
Artist & Contemporary Practice Analysis  
End of Semester Exam 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Art teacher 
Head of Arts Faculty: Ms. Jeanean Pritchard 
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ARTS

YEAR 10 ARCHITECTURE
ONE SEMESTER
A r c h i t e c t u r e  s t u d y  o f f e r s  s t u d e n t s  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e s i g n
a n d  t h e o r y .  T h e  c u r r i c u l u m  c o v e r s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r y ,  d e s i g n  e l e m e n t s  a n d  p r i n c i p l e s ,
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s ,  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  p r a c t i c e s .  S t u d e n t s  a p p l y  t h e i r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  c o n c e p t s  a n d  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  c r e a t i v e  s k i l l s .   
S t u d e n t s  l e a r n  h o w  t o  d r a w  m a n u a l l y ,  c r e a t i n g  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  i s o m e t r i c ,  p l a n o m e t r i c ,  p l a n
v i e w ,  a n d  e l e v a t i o n  d r a w i n g s .  S t u d e n t s  a r e  a l s o  e x p o s e d  t o  c o m p u t e r - a i d e d  d e s i g n  ( C A D )
s o f t w a r e ,  e n a b l i n g  t h e m  t o  c r e a t e  a n d  p r e s e n t  t h e i r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e s i g n s  u s i n g  m o d e r n
t o o l s .  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Architectural Drawing 

1- and 2-Point Perspective Drawing 
Floor Plans and Elevations 
Isometric and Planometric Drawing 

Architectural Design 
Architectural Design Practices 
Architectural Design Analysis 

Computer Aided Design (CAD) 
Architectural Design using CAD 
Responding to an Architectural Design Brief 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Visual Communication Design 
VCE Product Design & Technology 
VCE Systems Engineering 

 
After school options: 

TAFE courses in Landscape and Interior Design, Visual Arts & Design,
Product and Industrial Design 
University degrees in Architecture, Environmental Design, Visual
Communication Design, Product & Industrial Design, and Visual Arts 

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Folio of Artworks 
Contemporary Practice Analysis  
End of Semester Exam 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Visual Communication Design or Art teacher 
Head of Arts Faculty: Ms. Jeanean Pritchard 

42 |



ARTS

YEAR 10 MEDIA
ONE SEMESTER
T h e  M e d i a  c o u r s e  i s  a n  e n g a g i n g  p r o g r a m  t h a t  e x p l o r e s  t h e  w o r l d  o f  m e d i a  w i t h  a n
e m p h a s i s  o n  f i l m .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  a n a l y s e  a  m e d i a  t e x t ,  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n
t e c h n i q u e s ,  n a r r a t i v e s ,  a e s t h e t i c s ,  a n d  c u l t u r a l  c o n t e x t s .  T h e y  w i l l  a l s o  e x p l o r e  i s s u e s
s u c h  a s  m e d i a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  a n d  a u d i e n c e  r e c e p t i o n .   
S t u d e n t s  w i l l  c r e a t e  t h e i r  o w n  f i l m s ,  a n d  l e a r n  a b o u t  s t o r y t e l l i n g  t e c h n i q u e s ,  m e d i a
t e c h n o l o g i e s ,  a n d  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  m e d i a  p r o d u c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  p r e - p r o d u c t i o n  p l a n n i n g ,
p r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d  p o s t - p r o d u c t i o n  e d i t i n g .  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Media Representation 
Narratives 
Media codes & conventions 
Media Production Process 
Pre-production 
Production 
Post-Production 
Media Industry 
Audience  
Auteurs 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Media 
VCE VET Creative Digital Media 
VCE Art Making & Exhibiting 

 
After school options: 

TAFE courses in Media, Communication, Journalism, Screen & Media,
Theatre Arts, 
University degrees in Media, Journalism, Media Communication, Theatre
Arts, and Visual Arts 

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Short Film Pre-production 
Short Film Production 
Short Film post-production 
Analysis of a film text 
End of Semester Examination 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Media teacher 
Head of Arts Faculty: Ms. Jeanean Pritchard 
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ARTS

YEAR 10 PHOTOGRAPHY
ONE SEMESTER
P h o t o g r a p h y  i s  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p r o g r a m  d e s i g n e d  t o  e q u i p  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  t h e
f u n d a m e n t a l  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  s k i l l s  n e e d e d  t o  e x c e l  i n  p h o t o g r a p h y .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  d e v e l o p
a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  p h o t o g r a p h i c  t e c h n o l o g y ,  c a m e r a  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  h a n d l i n g ,
c o m p o s i t i o n ,  l i g h t i n g  t e c h n i q u e s ,  a n d  p o s t - p r o c e s s i n g  t e c h n i q u e s ,  s u c h  a s  e x p o s u r e
c o r r e c t i o n ,  r e t o u c h i n g ,  a n d  i m a g e  m a n i p u l a t i o n .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  e x p l o r e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f
p h o t o g r a p h y ,  s u c h  a s  l a n d s c a p e ,  p o r t r a i t ,  s t i l l  l i f e ,  a n d  s t r e e t / a c t i o n  p h o t o g r a p h y ,  a n d
s t u d y  t h e  w o r k  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p h o t o g r a p h e r s .  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Composition & Lighting 
Traditional & Contemporary Compositional Techniques 
Shot size, Point of View, Orientation 
Lighting Techniques  
Camera Handling & Post-Processing 
Exposure Control, Focus Control 
Post Capture Processing Techniques and Effects 
Professional Practice 
Photographic analysis 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Art Making & Exhibiting 
VCE Visual Communication Design 
VCE VET Creative Digital Media 

 
After school options: 

TAFE courses in Visual Arts & Design, Photography, Screen & Media,  
University degrees in Visual Arts, Visual Communication Design, Screen
& Media, Photography, Theatre Arts, Arts Management 

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Folio of Photographic Artworks 
Contemporary Practice Analysis  
End of Semester Examinations 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Art or Visual Communication Design teacher 
Head of Arts Faculty, Ms. Jeanean Pritchard 
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ARTS

YEAR 10 VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN
ONE SEMESTER
V i s u a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  D e s i g n  ( V C D )  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  c r e a t i v e  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l s
b y  e x p l o r i n g  d e s i g n  e l e m e n t s  a n d  p r i n c i p l e s ,  d e s i g n  t h i n k i n g ,  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g ,  u s e  o f
d i g i t a l  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l  m e d i a ,  a n d  a n a l y s i s  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r a c t i c e .    
S t u d e n t s  w i l l  e n g a g e  i n  p r a c t i c a l  t a s k s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s k e t c h i n g ,  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  t y p o g r a p h y ,
l a y o u t ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  i n t e r a c t i v e ,  p r o d u c t ,  p a c k a g i n g ,  a n d  o b j e c t  d e s i g n .  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Drawing Systems 
1- and 2-Point Perspective Drawing 
Technical Flats & Orthogonal Drawing 
Isometric and Planometric Drawing 
Design Fields & The Design Process 
Human-Centred Design 
Design Elements & Principles 
Design Professional Practice 
Design Analysis  
Principles of Good Design & Sustainability 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Visual Communication Design 
VCE Product Design & Technology 
VCE Systems Engineering 
VCE VET Creative Digital Media 
VCE Art Making & Exhibiting 

 
After school options: 

TAFE courses in Communication, Visual, Fashion, Landscape and
Interior Design, Product and Industrial Design, Media 
University degrees in Visual Communication Design, Architecture,
Environmental Design, Product & Object Design, Fashion, Media, and
Visual Arts 

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Folio of Visual Communication Design
Contemporary Practice Analysis  
End of Semester Examination 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Visual Communication Design or Art teacher 
Head of Arts Faculty, Ms. Jeanean Pritchard 
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Re c o m m e n d e d  pat hway Po ss i b le  pat hway,  bu t  m o re  c o ns u lt at i o n  re q u i re d

YEAR 10  SUBJECT INFORMATION

COMPUTING
09

At St Patrick’s College, our Computing subjects—
including Creative Digital Media, Business
Computing, Hardware, Programming, Applied
Computing, Software Development, and Data
Analytics—equip students with essential skills for
the digital age. These subjects foster logical
thinking, creativity, and technical proficiency,
preparing students to thrive in a technology-driven
world. Whether designing digital content, building
software, analysing data, or understanding 

WHY STUDY A COMPUTING SUBJECT?

COMPUTING PATHWAYS
The diagram below shows the natural progression of each subject. Some changes are possible
throughout the journey; however, these should only be made in consultation with your teacher. 
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computer systems, students gain hands-on
experience and problem-solving abilities that are
highly valued across industries. Computing opens
doors to careers in IT, cybersecurity, game design,
business analytics, and beyond, while nurturing
adaptable, future-ready learners. 



COMPUTING

YEAR 10 COMPUTING
ONE SEMESTER

T e c h n o l o g i e s  p l a y  a  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  e n h a n c i n g  t h e  l i v e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  s o c i e t y  a s  a  w h o l e .
A u s t r a l i a  r e q u i r e s  i n n o v a t i v e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  c a n  m a k e  i n f o r m e d  d e c i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e
c r e a t i o n  a n d  u t i l i s a t i o n  o f  t e c h n o l o g i e s .  T h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  s h o u l d  b e  c a p a b l e  o f
i n d e p e n d e n t l y  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y  d e v e l o p i n g  d i g i t a l  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  i n t r i c a t e  c h a l l e n g e s .  
T h i s  c o u r s e  w i l l  p u s h  s t u d e n t s  t o  e m p l o y  d e s i g n  t h i n k i n g  i n  c r a f t i n g  d i g i t a l  s o l u t i o n s  f o r
a c t u a l  p r o b l e m s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  i t  a i m s  t o  i m p r o v e  s t u d e n t s '  c o m p u t e r  l i t e r a c y  b y  t e a c h i n g
s o f t w a r e  s k i l l s  r e l e v a n t  t o  b o t h  c o m p u t i n g  a n d  t h e  m o d e r n  d i g i t a l  l a n d s c a p e  o f  t h e  2 1 s t
c e n t u r y .  
 

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Business Software Solutions 

Creating interactive solutions that produce information for users.  
Developing a solution with the end user in mind.  
Working collaboratively with others to investigate, design, plan,
manage, create and evaluate solutions.  
Expanded use of Microsoft Office suite – in particular Excel.  
An introduction to MS Access and Programming.  

Digital Systems 
Advanced use of Windows, the Internet, file storage and
collaboration software.  
Being able to make informed and ethical decisions about the role,
impact and use of technologies in society.  
Developing new thinking and learning skills and more productive
ways of working and solving problems individually and
collaboratively. 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1/2 Applied Computing  
VCE Units 3/4 Software Development 

 
After school options: 

TAFE courses in Information Technology, Computer Programming, and
Web Development  
University degrees in Computer Science, Software Engineering,
Information Systems, and related fields (Digital Technologies may be a
prerequisite for some courses 

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Portfolio - Individual software projects. 
Report - Development of programming solutions. 
End of Semester Examinations 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Computing teacher 
Head of Computing Faculty – Ms Katherine Swagerman 
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COMPUTING

YEAR 10 CREATIVE DIGITAL MEDIA
ONE SEMESTER

T h i s  c o u r s e  a i m s  t o  f a m i l i a r i s e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  v a r i o u s  c a r e e r  p a t h s  i n  t h e  C r e a t i v e
I n d u s t r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  r o l e s  l i k e  2 D / 3 D  a r t i s t s ,  w e b  d e s i g n e r s ,  a n i m a t o r s ,  a n d  s p e c i a l
e f f e c t s  a r t i s t s .  I t  p r o v i d e s  a n  o v e r v i e w  o f  s k i l l s  c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  V C E  V E T  C e r t  I I I  i n  S c r e e n
a n d  M e d i a .  
S t u d e n t s  w i l l  g e t  a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  d i g i t a l  p h o t o  e d i t i n g ,  c r e a t i n g  i m a g e s ,  w e b  d e s i g n ,
a n d  2 D  a n i m a t i o n .  T h e y  w i l l  d e v e l o p  t h e s e  s k i l l s  t h r o u g h  h a n d s - o n  p r o j e c t s  f o c u s e d  o n
c r e a t i n g  r e a l  p r o d u c t s .  T h e  s k i l l s  d e v e l o p e d  a r e  a p p l i c a b l e  i n  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  i n d u s t r i e s .  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Theory 
Career 
Design 
Art 
Photoshop 
Image manipulation 
Meeting a design brief 
Introduction to 3D Modelling 
Maya 
UE4 
Web design 
Design  
Html Coding 
CSS 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE VET Certificate III in Screen and Media Units 1-4 

 
After school options: 

TAFE – Certificate IV in Screen and Media 
University – Courses in Creative Digital Media and Design and
Interactive Technologies. 

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Photoshop Portfolio 
3D Model Portfolio and final Project 
Website Development  

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Head of Computing Faculty – Ms Katherine Swagerman 
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COMPUTING

YEAR 10 COMPUTING -  HARDWARE
ONE SEMESTER
I n  t h i s  c o u r s e ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  l e a r n  a b o u t  h o w  c o m p u t e r  s y s t e m s  f u n c t i o n  a n d  h o w  t o
c h o o s e  c o m p a t i b l e  p a r t s  f o r  b u i l d i n g  t h e m .  T h e y ' l l  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d e s i g n ,
a s s e m b l e ,  a n d  s e t  u p  t h e i r  o w n  s y s t e m s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  e x p l o r e  f u n d a m e n t a l  c o m p u t i n g
s o f t w a r e .  H e r e  a r e  s o m e  s p e c i f i c  r e q u i r e m e n t s :  

B e f o r e  e n r o l l i n g ,  s t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  d i s c u s s  t h e  c o u r s e  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  I t ' s  i m p o r t a n t
t o  n o t e  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  n e e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  c o m p u t e r  p a r t s  t o  b u i l d  t h e i r  o w n
m a c h i n e s .  M u c h  o f  t h e  c o u r s e  i n v o l v e s  h a n d s - o n  w o r k  w i t h  t h e s e  m a c h i n e s .  
T h e  c o s t  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  d e s k t o p  c o m p u t e r  w i l l  v a r y  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  p a r t s  c h o s e n ,  b u t
i t ' s  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  a t  l e a s t  $ 7 5 0 .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  f i n a l  f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n  r e s t s  w i t h  t h e
p a r e n t s  a n d  s t u d e n t s .  
T h e  t e a c h e r  w i l l  a s s i s t  s t u d e n t s  i n  s e l e c t i n g  p a r t s  b a s e d  o n  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  b u d g e t
d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  p a r e n t s .  T h e y ' l l  a l s o  o f f e r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  b a s e d  o n  c u r r e n t
t e c h n o l o g y .  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Hardware 
How pieces of computer hardware operate and the process of selecting
compatible parts.  
The steps involved in building a computer and how-to troubleshoot problems.  
Software 
The process of installing, configuring, and using software.  
Skill development in various software applications such as OneNote and
Excel. 
Programming 
Networking 
How computers operate in a networked environment and how to manage files.  

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1/2 Applied Computing  
VCE Units 3/4 Software Development 
VCE Units 3/4 Data analytics 

 
After school options: 

TAFE courses in Information Technology, Computer Programming, and Web
Development  
University degrees in Computer Science, Software Engineering, Information
Systems, and related fields (Digital Technologies may be a prerequisite for
some courses) 

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Projects - Individual and collaborative. 
Product - Students are assessed on the process by which they build a
computer, analyse the selection of parts and the use of ICT skills in the
process 
Topic Tests 
End of Semester Examinations 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Computing teacher 
Head of Computing Faculty – Ms Katherine Swagerman 
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COMPUTING

YEAR 10 COMPUTING -  INNOVATIVE DIGITAL SOLUTIONS
ONE SEMESTER
T h i s  c o u r s e  i n v i t e s  y o u n g  t h i n k e r s ,  d e s i g n e r s ,  a n d  c r e a t o r s  t o  p i o n e e r  t h e  d i g i t a l
s o l u t i o n s  o f  t h e  f u t u r e .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  d e l v e  i n t o  e m e r g i n g  t e c h n o l o g i e s  l i k e  A I ,  v i r t u a l
r e a l i t y ,  a n d  t h e  I n t e r n e t  o f  T h i n g s ,  d i s c o v e r i n g  h o w  t o  a p p l y  t h e m  t o  r e a l - w o r l d  p r o b l e m s .  
T h r o u g h  h a n d s - o n  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  t h e y ' l l  d e v e l o p  s o l u t i o n s  u s i n g  t h e s e  t e c h n o l o g i e s .  T h e n ,
i n  t e a m s ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  t a c k l e  a  s o c i e t a l  i s s u e  o f  t h e i r  c h o i c e ,  c r a f t i n g  a n  i n n o v a t i v e
d i g i t a l  s o l u t i o n .   

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Exploring Digital Innovations 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
Internet of Things (IoT) 
Web authoring 
Virtual Reality 
Societal impacts and benefits 
New and emerging technologies 

Developing an Innovative Digital Solution 
Theory and purpose behind innovative solutions 
Applied digital technology skills (working with hardware, data and code) 
Manage, develop, create and market a solution 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1/2 Applied Computing  
VCE Units 3/4 Software Development 
VCE Units 3/4 Data analytics 

 
After school options: 

TAFE courses in Information Technology, Computer Programming, and Web
Development  
University degrees in Computer Science, Software Engineering, Information
Systems, and related fields (Digital Technologies may be a prerequisite for
some courses) 

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Portfolio – Problem solving tasks 
Report - Digital Solution 
Product - Digital solution which could be a technology presentation, proof of
concept, solution prototype or solution development. 
Presentation - Digital Solution 
End of Semester Examinations 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Computing teacher 
Head of Computing Faculty – Ms Katherine Swagerman 
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COMPUTING

YEAR 10 COMPUTING -  PROGRAMMING
ONE SEMESTER
P r o g r a m m i n g  i s  l i k e  l e a r n i n g  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  c o m p u t e r s ,  e m p o w e r i n g  y o u  t o  c r a f t  d i g i t a l
s o l u t i o n s .  I t ' s  n o t  j u s t  e n j o y a b l e ;  i t ' s  a l s o  p e r s o n a l l y  f u l f i l l i n g  a n d  e q u i p s  y o u  w i t h
e s s e n t i a l  I C T  s k i l l s  f o r  t o m o r r o w .  
C o n s i d e r  a s k i n g  y o u r  p a r e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  a n d  c o a c h e s  h o w  o f t e n  t h e y  u t i l i s e  I C T  i n  t h e i r
f i e l d s .  I n  t h i s  c o u r s e ,  y o u ' l l  g r a s p  t h e  b a s i c s  o f  s o f t w a r e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  c r e a t e
i n v e n t i v e  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Software Development 
Developing skills in a programming language to create a solution. 
Designing and creating software applications. 
Python, Visual Basic, etc 
21st Century skills  
Use tools to design and manage projects. 
Communication, collaboration and problem solving. 
Professional ICT practices. 
Explore how programming is used to enhance the world. 
Develop safe and secure applications that consider security and privacy. 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1/2 Applied Computing  
VCE Units 3/4 Software Development 

 
After school options: 

TAFE courses in Information Technology, Computer Programming, and Web
Development  
University degrees in Computer Science, Software Engineering, Information
Systems, and related fields (Digital Technologies may be a prerequisite for
some courses) 

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Portfolio - Individual software projects. 
Report - Development of programming solutions. 
End of Semester Examinations 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Computing teacher 
Head of Computing Faculty – Ms Katherine Swagerman 
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Re c o m m e n d e d  pat hway Po ss i b le  pat hway,  bu t  m o re  c o ns u lt at i o n  re q u i re d

YEAR 10  SUBJECT INFORMATION

DRAMA
10

At St Patrick’s College, our Drama subjects—
including Acting & Directing, Theatre Technologies,
and Theatre Studies—offer students a dynamic and
enriching experience in the performing arts. Drama
fosters creativity, confidence, and collaboration,
while developing communication and presentation
skills that are valuable in all walks of life.  
Students explore performance, production, and the
technical aspects of theatre, gaining insight into
storytelling, stagecraft, and expressive movement. 

WHY STUDY A DRAMA SUBJECT?

DRAMA PATHWAYS

The diagram below shows the natural progression of each subject. Some changes are possible
throughout the journey; however, these should only be made in consultation with your teacher. 
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These subjects also encourage empathy and
cultural awareness through the study of diverse
texts and theatrical traditions. Drama opens
pathways to careers in the arts, media, education,
and event production, while nurturing personal
growth and self-expression. 



DRAMA

YEAR 10 THEATRE STUDIES
ONE SEMESTER
I n  t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  s t u d e n t s  a p p l y  t h r e e  p r o d u c t i o n  r o l e s  a c r o s s  t h r e e  a r e a s  o f  s t u d y  t o
e n h a n c e  t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  a c t i n g ,  d i r e c t i n g  o r  d e s i g n  f o r  t h e a t r e .  
S t u d e n t s  w o r k  c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e i r  d i r e c t o r i a l  s k i l l s  b y  c o n s i d e r i n g  b e s t
p r a c t i c e  f o r  r e h e a r s i n g  a n d  s t a g i n g  a  c l a s s  p r o d u c t i o n .  A l l  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  m a i n t a i n  a  f o l i o
d o c u m e n t i n g  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  p l a n n i n g ,  r e h e a r s a l  a n d  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  c l a s s
p l a y .  A t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  p a r e n t s  a n d  f r i e n d s  w i l l  b e  i n v i t e d  t o  c o m e  a l o n g
a n d  w a t c h  t h i s  p l a y  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  C e n t r e  T h e a t r e .   
S t u d e n t s  a r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  a c t ,  t h e y  m a y  c h o o s e  t e c h n i c a l  o r  d e s i g n  p r o d u c t i o n  r o l e s
t h a t  b e s t  s u i t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o p t i o n s :  d i r e c t i o n ,  a c t i n g ,  s e t
d e s i g n ,  c o s t u m e  d e s i g n ,  m a k e - u p  d e s i g n ,  p r o p e r t i e s  d e s i g n ,  l i g h t i n g  d e s i g n  o r  s o u n d
d e s i g n .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  w a t c h  a n d  a n a l y s e  a  l i v e  t h e a t r e  p r o d u c t i o n .   

 

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Production Roles Application 

Acting/Directing 
Design application to enhance interpretation 

Stages of the Production Process  
Planning, development and presentation of a play 

Analysing and evaluating theatre production  

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
Unit 1 & 2 Theatre Studies 

 
After school options: 

TAFE 
University  

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Script Interpretations/Performances 
Short Answer and Extended Written Responses 
End of Semester Examinations   

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Drama/Theatre Studies Teacher 
Head of Drama Faculty – Ms. Monique Allen 
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At St Patrick’s College, students have the
opportunity to study Japanese, gaining valuable
skills in communication, cultural understanding, and
global awareness. Learning a second language
enhances cognitive development, improves memory,
and strengthens problem-solving abilities. Japanese
offers insights into one of the world’s most
influential cultures and economies, opening doors
to international travel, study, and career
opportunities in business, education, tourism, and
diplomacy.  

WHY STUDY A LANGUAGES SUBJECT?

LANGUAGES PATHWAYS

The diagram below shows the natural progression of each subject.  

LANGUAGES
11

YEAR 10  SUBJECT INFORMATION
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Language learning also fosters empathy and
respect for diversity, helping students become
thoughtful global citizens. Studying Japanese
equips students with lifelong skills that enrich both
personal and professional experiences. 



LANGUAGES

YEAR 10 LANGUAGES -  JAPANESE
FULL  YEAR

I n  Y e a r  1 0  J a p a n e s e  s t u d e n t s  b e c o m e  m o r e  f l u e n t  a n d  a c c u r a t e  i n  b o t h  s p o k e n  a n d  w r i t t e n
l a n g u a g e .  T h e y  u s e  J a p a n e s e  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  a n d  s o c i a l i s e ,  t o  e x c h a n g e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d
t o  e x p r e s s  f e e l i n g s  a n d  o p i n i o n s .  T h e y  e x p l o r e  t h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  a n d  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e
w o r k p l a c e  a n d  l o o k  a t  f u t u r e  a s p i r a t i o n s .   
S t u d e n t s  e x p l o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t o p i c s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  o w n  l i v e s  a n d  g a i n  a  g r e a t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g
o f  t h e  r o l e  c u l t u r e  p l a y s  o n  l a n g u a g e .  S t u d e n t s  c o n t i n u e  t o  u s e  t h e  h i r a g a n a  a n d
k a t a k a n a  s c r i p t s  a n d  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  r a n g e  o f  k a n j i .  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Town and Country 

Describing where you live 
Giving and receiving directions 

School Trip 
Accommodation and travel 
Giving opinions  

Part time jobs and future 
Describing your part time job 
Talking about life after high school 

Homestay and etiquette 
Traditional Japanese etiquette 
School and society rules  

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Japanese 
Become eligible for International Baccalaureate 
Japan Study Tour  

Students who study Japanese from years 9-12 are eligible for the
trip held every second year 

Exchange program – Three-month exchange to Daiichi High school in
Fukuoka in term 4. 
Japanese speech competition – annual competition for year 10 students
– the first two prizes for which are a trip to Ballarat’s sister city,
Inagawa. 

 
After school options: 

University   

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Speech 
Listening and reading assessment 
Viewing and responding assessment 
End of Semester Assessments 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Japanese teacher 
Head of Languages Faculty – Ms Rachael Leighton 

| 55



MUSIC
12

YEAR 10  SUBJECT INFORMATION

At St Patrick’s College, our Music program offers
students a rich and rewarding artistic experience.
Our Year 9 and 10 elective program works hand in
hand with our Specialist Music Program to prepare
students for VCE studies in music, tertiary
pathways and a lifelong interest in music. The
program empowers students with the skills and
knowledge to be diverse, independent and capable
musicians with the ability to create and perform
music across a variety of contexts, styles and
performance settings.  Studying music nurtures
creativity, discipline, and emotional expression,
while developing technical skills in performance,
composition, and music theory. 

WHY STUDY A MUSIC SUBJECT?

MUSIC PATHWAYS
The diagram below shows the natural progression of each subject.  

 56 |

It enhances cognitive abilities, improves memory,
and fosters collaboration through ensemble work. 
Music education also builds confidence and
resilience, preparing students for public
performance and lifelong appreciation of the arts.
Whether pursuing a career in music or simply
enriching their personal growth, students gain
valuable skills that resonate far beyond the
classroom. 



MUSIC

YEAR 10 MUSIC
ONE SEMESTER

T h e  Y e a r  1 0  M u s i c  E l e c t i v e  p r o v i d e s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p  t h e i r
p e r f o r m a n c e ,  m u s i c  l a n g u a g e  a n d  a n a l y s i s  s k i l l s  a n d  k n o w l e d g e .  A c r o s s  t h e  s e m e s t e r ,
s t u d e n t s  w i t h  b u i l d  o n  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  p r o d u c e  c o n t r o l l e d  a n d  m i n d f u l  p e r f o r m a n c e s
a n d / o r  c o m p o s i t i o n s .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  h o n e  t h e i r  t e c h n i c a l  c o n t r o l  a n d  f l u e n c y ,  s t a g e  c r a f t ,
r e h e a r s a l  p r o c e s s e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  p e r f o r m  a s  b o t h  a  s o l o i s t  a n d  e n s e m b l e  m e m b e r .   
T h r o u g h  r e s e a r c h ,  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  h i s t o r i c a l ,  s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l
i n f l u e n c e s  t h a t  i m p a c t  t h e  s t y l e  a n d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  m u s i c  w o r k s .  T h i s  l e a d s  t o  i n f o r m e d
d e c i s i o n s  i n  s h a p i n g  t h e i r  c o m p o s i t i o n s  o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  m u s i c  w o r k s .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l
h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p l o r e  a n d  e x p e r i m e n t  w i t h  w a y s  t h a t   m u s i c  t e c h n o l o g y  c a n  b e
i n c o r p o r a t i n g  i n t o  l i v e  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  r e c o r d i n g s .  
I t  i s  s t r o n g l y  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  w h o  e n r o l  c a n  p l a y  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  i n  a
c o n t r o l l e d ,  f l u e n t  a n d  d e x t e r o u s  m a n n e r .  S t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  h a v e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  m u s i c
l e s s o n s  w i t h  a  t e a c h e r  a n d  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e  p e r f o r m i n g  o r  p r e s e n t i n g  c o m p o s i t i o n s  f o r
a u d i e n c e s .   
I t  i s  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l i n g  i n  t h i s  e l e c t i v e  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  Y e a r  9
M u s i c  E l e c t i v e  o r  h a v e  e n g a g e d  w i t h  t h e  S p e c i a l i s t  M u s i c  P r o g r a m  a t  s c h o o l .    
 

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Group Performance  

Instrumental Techniques and processes 
Rehearsal and presentation conventions 

Composition (if applicable)  
Creative processes for Composition 
Compositional Devices  
Preserving and presenting Compositions  

Music Language  
Elements of Music 
Practical Musicianship 

Analysis 
Structures in Music 
Styles and Context of Music 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Music Studies 

 
After school options: 

TAFE based qualifications in Music Performance and Music Technology 
University – Bachelor or Diploma Courses in Music Performance of
Composition  

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
A Portfolio of analysis and musicianship tasks 
In class tests 
Presentation of performances and compositions  
End of Semester Examinations  

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 8 Music teacher 
Head of Music Faculty - Mr Matthew Pankhurst  | 57



Re c o m m e n d e d  pat hway Po ss i b le  pat hway,  bu t  m o re  c o ns u lt at i o n  re q u i re d

TECHNOLOGY
13

YEAR 10  SUBJECT INFORMATION

At St Patrick’s College, our Technology subjects—
including Metal, Wood, Systems Engineering, and
Food Studies—offer students practical, hands-on
learning that builds real-world skills and creativity.
With pathways through to VCE and VET Certificate
courses in Building & Construction, Engineering,
and Hospitality, students can explore their interests
while gaining industry-relevant experience.  
These subjects foster problem-solving, design
thinking, and technical proficiency, preparing 

WHY STUDY A TECHNOLOGY SUBJECT?

TECHNOLOGY PATHWAYS
The diagram below shows the natural progression of each subject. Some changes are possible
throughout the journey; however, these should only be made in consultation with your teacher. 
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students for careers in trades, engineering,
manufacturing, and culinary arts. Technology
education also promotes innovation, teamwork, and
resilience, empowering students to create, build,
and contribute meaningfully to their communities
and future workplaces. 



TECHNOLOGY

YEAR 10 FOOD STUDIES
ONE SEMESTER
T h i s  s t u d y  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  s t u d e n t s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  a  r a n g e  o f  s k i l l s  i n  t h e  k e y
c h e m i c a l  a n d  f u n c t i o n a l  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  f o o d  a n d  f o o d  g r o u p s .  T h i s  k n o w l e d g e  i s  t h e n
a p p l i e d  t o  f o o d  p r e p a r a t i o n  s k i l l s .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  c o u r s e ,  s t u d e n t s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o
e n g a g e  i n  v a r i o u s  f o r m s  o f  c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  s u c h  a s  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g ,  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  a n d
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  p r e s e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Understanding the ‘design process’ and developing the associated
skills and techniques required to research, design, and produce. 
The principles of baking and key ingredients. 
The influence that various cultures have had on food consumption
today. 
The use of food models in food selection. 
The role of key foods and nutrients in the diet throughout stages of the
life span. 
The application of safe and proper work practices in a kitchen
environment. 
Understanding of the food industry and the effects on a global scale. 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Food Studies 

 
After school options: 

Apprenticeships 
TAFE 
University 

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Written tasks & assignments  
Practical work (cooking) 
Investigations. 
End of Semester Exam 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Food Studies Teacher 
Head of Technology Faculty - Mr Roger Knight. 
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TECHNOLOGY

YEAR 10 PATHWAYS IN HOSPITALITY
ONE SEMESTER
T h i s  s t u d y  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  s t u d e n t s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  s p e c i f i c  s k i l l s  f o r  t h e
H o s p i t a l i t y  i n d u s t r y .  B a l l a r a t ’ s  h o s p i t a l i t y  i n d u s t r y  c u r r e n t l y  h a s  a n  e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  g a p
b e t w e e n  “ j o b - r e a d y ”  s c h o o l  l e a v e r s  a n d  p o s i t i o n s  v a c a n t .   
T h i s  h a s  c r e a t e d  i n c r e a s e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  w i l l i n g  a n d  j o b - r e a d y  e m p l o y e e s  t o  f i n d  a n d
r e t a i n  m e a n i n g f u l  w o r k  i n  a n  e x c i t i n g  c a r e e r .  T h i s  c o u r s e  w i l l  o f f e r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r
y o u  t o  b e  “ j o b - r e a d y ’ .  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Food knowledge (at the introductory level) 
Food safety (a practical working knowledge of hygiene and safe work
practices). 
Basic knife skills and safety 
Use of basic kitchen and cookery equipment. 
Knowledge and ability to clean kitchen premises. 
Dishwashing 
Knowledge and practical demonstration of basic methods of cookery to
produce simple dishes. 
Ability to follow a recipe. 
Understanding of hospitality industry 
Front of house operations 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE VET Hospitality Unit 1-2 (Cert II in Hospitality – Year 1) 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Food Studies 

 
After school options: 

Apprenticeships 
TAFE – Commercial Cookery Certificate 

Types of Assessment 
This subject will be assessed by: 

Skills competency 
End of semester exam 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Food Studies teacher 
Head of Technology Faculty - Mr Roger Knight 
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TECHNOLOGY

YEAR 10 PATHWAYS IN TRADE
ONE SEMESTER
P a t h w a y s  i n  T r a d e  i n t r o d u c e  s t u d e n t s  t o  s o m e  o f  t h e  b a s i c  s k i l l s  a n d  k n o w l e d g e
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t r a d e s .  A n y  s t u d e n t s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g
t r a d e - b a s e d  e m p l o y m e n t  o p t i o n s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  s u b j e c t .   
T h e  a i m  o f  t h i s  c o u r s e  i s  t o :  

D e v e l o p  a  b r o a d  b a s e  o f  k e y  s k i l l s  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  i n  a  r a n g e  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t r a d e s  
E n a b l e  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e v e l o p  a n d  i d e n t i f y  a  c a r e e r  p a t h w a y  t h r o u g h  e x p o s u r e  t o  a
v a r i e t y  o f  t a s k s  
D e v e l o p  w o r k - r e l a t e d  s k i l l s  a n d  e m p l o y a b i l i t y  a t t i t u d e s  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Occupational Health and Safety 
Carpentry hand tools 
Basic joinery techniques 
Basic building techniques 
Welding (Gas / MIG) 
Metal Fabrication 
Finishing processes 
Applied Mathematics 
Materials ordering 
Project Management 
Building documentation 
Manual Handling techniques 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE VET Units 1 & 2 Building and Construction  
Certificate II Building and Construction: Carpentry - Year 1 
 VCE VET Units 1 & 2 Engineering Studies  
Certificate II Engineering Studies – Year 1 
School-Based Apprenticeships 

 
After school options include: 

Apprenticeships 
TAFE 

Types of Assessment 

The Pathways in Trade course will have a range of different tasks and
activities which will be assessed in a range of diverse ways. Students will
be working in a supervised classroom and simulated workplace
environment and will need to meet basic requirements as set out in the
relevant curriculum documentation. Assessment will be both competency-
based and assessable tasks. 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Technology teacher 
Head of Technology Faculty - Mr Roger Knight 
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TECHNOLOGY

YEAR 10 SYSTEMS ENGINEERING
ONE SEMESTER
I n  t h i s  s t u d y ,  s t u d e n t s  l e a r n  h o w  m o t i o n ,  f o r c e  a n d  e n e r g y  a r e  u s e d  t o  m a n i p u l a t e  a n d
c o n t r o l  e l e c t r o m e c h a n i c a l  s y s t e m s  w h e n  c r e a t i n g  s i m p l e  e n g i n e e r e d  s o l u t i o n s .  S t u d e n t s
s t u d y  m e c h a t r o n i c  s y s t e m s  a n d  l e a r n  t o  p r o b l e m  s o l v e  u s i n g  m e c h a n i s m s  a n d  e l e c t r o n i c s .  
T h e y  u s e  C A D  C A M  a n d  3 D  p r i n t i n g  t e c h n o l o g y  t o  d e s i g n  a n d  m a k e  c o m p o n e n t s  f o r
m e c h a t r o n i c  s y s t e m s .  T h e y  s t u d y  b a s i c  m a c h i n e s  a n d  t h e  w a y s  t h a t  m e c h a n i s m s
t r a n s f o r m  e n e r g y  a n d  m o t i o n  f r o m  o n e  f o r m  t o  a n o t h e r .  S t u d e n t s  s t u d y  b a s i c  c i r c u i t s  a n d
l e a r n  b a s i c  s y s t e m s  c o n t r o l  a n d  c o d i n g  w i t h  m i c r o c o n t r o l l e r s .   
I n  S y s t e m s  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  t h e r e  i s  a n  e m p h a s i s  p l a c e d  o n  S T E M  ( S c i e n c e  T e c h n o l o g y
E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  M a t h e m a t i c s ) .  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Mechanisms 
Electronics 
Systems Design 
Systems Control 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1 & 2 Systems Engineering 
VCE VET Units 1 & 2 Engineering Studies  
Certificate II Engineering Studies – Year 1 

 
After school options: 

Apprenticeships 
TAFE – Electrical trades 
University – Engineering  

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Engineering basic theory 
Folio tasks that include investigating, generating, producing,
evaluating, planning, and managing a range of projects. 
Projects (production) 
End of Semester Exam 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Engineering teacher 
Head of Technology Faculty - Mr Roger Knight 
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TECHNOLOGY

YEAR 10 TECHNOLOGY -  WOOD
ONE SEMESTER
T h i s  s t u d y  i n t r o d u c e s  s t u d e n t s  t o  t h e  w o r l d  o f  d e s i g n  w i t h i n  t h e  T e c h n o l o g y  s e t t i n g .
S t u d e n t s  g a i n  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n c i n g  f a c t o r s  t h a t  s u r r o u n d  t h e  d e s i g n  a n d
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  t i m b e r  p r o d u c t .   
T h i s  c o u r s e  h a s  a n  e x t e n s i v e  p r o d u c t  d e s i g n  f o c u s  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e v e l o p  a
s o l u t i o n  f o r  a  g i v e n  s i t u a t i o n .  S t u d e n t s  t h e n  s a f e l y  m a n u f a c t u r e  t h e  p r o d u c t  t h r o u g h
w o r k s h o p  a c t i v i t i e s  f o l l o w i n g  t e a c h e r  i n s t r u c t i o n .  T h i s  c o u r s e  m a y  s u i t  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d
i n  c a r e e r s  i n  t h e  d e s i g n ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n d u s t r i e s .  

Content Overview 

In this subject, students will cover: 
Workshop Safety 

Onguard safety modules 
Design 

Design Folio Part A 
Design Folio Part B 

Production 
Skills Task 
Timber product manufacture 

Future Study Pathways 

Next year options: 
VCE Units 1&2 Product Design and Technology. 
VCE VET Units 1 & 2 Building and Construction  
Certificate II Building and Construction: Carpentry - Year 1 

 
After school options: 

Apprenticeships 
TAFE 
University – Design orientated courses 

Types of Assessment 

This subject will be assessed by: 
Development of a 2-part design folio  
Manufacture of a timber product 
End of Semester Exam 

Further Information  
For further information about this subject, please contact: 

Your Year 9 Technology teacher 
Head of Technology Faculty - Mr Roger Knight 
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