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Welcome to the final edition of The Shamrock for 2006. Where has the year 

gone many will ask? It has been another exciting year in the life of the College 

and brings to a close the first five years of the leadership of Headmaster Dr Peter 

Casey and other members of the Leadership team including Mr Rob Brennan and 

Mr John Christie all of whom commenced service on the first day of 2002. Many 

significant changes have occurred during this period and it is timely to stop, 

albeit briefly, to reflect upon some of these changes. 

This edi lion of The Shamrock featuring the O CAs Green, White and Blue chro nicles many of these changes as well as news from o ld bo)'S 

around the globe as well as some wonderful photos from OCA Reu nion Dinners and tJ1e Foundation Coif Day. 

FROM THE HEADMASTER 
Dr Peter Casey 

Learnings and Outcomes 
Schooling is not a preparation for li fe- school years arc a part of 

life . As we j ourney, we a re shaped by our interactions and ou1· 

choices. We are becoming, but that process does not start with 

school nor end with the transit.ion to further study or the 

wo rkplace. We continue to be formed. O nl)' when we cease to 

breathe will we stop hoping for what might be. Only then will we 

know the fullness of our being, a nd the fullness of Cod. T hen we 

stand to be judged o n 1he decisions we have made and who we 

have become. 

Along the way tJ1ere are sign ificant measures of how we are 

travelling, sometimes \\~th relatively subjective comparisons. Our 

surveying of students and parentS con1inues to indicate that our 

stud en tS are happy to be at school, that 1.hey feel safe, and they 

feel they are being taught well . External measures such as national 

competitions, VCE resultS, university offers, apprenticeship offers 

all point to o ur continued progress and the high regard in which 

we are held as a learning institutio n . 

A recent significant measu1·e of our standing was the Christian 

Brothers Education Commission Review of the College. I am 

happy 1.0 share a number of excerptS from the Review report 

which is a most positive document. 

' In speaking of the culture of St Patrick's interviewees referred Lo 

the social justice focus, the call to excellence, the valuing of 

tradition, the strength of relationships, the sense o f belonging and 

pride in the place, the strong pastoral ca1·e, the valuing of 

individual differences and the celebration of d i!Terenl 

achievements, the inclusivity yet monocultural nature of its 
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enrolment, the support for staff bul e xpectation of accountability 

and of course the focus on sport. 

'Sport is a very dominant pan of St Patrick·s culture and tradition. 

Nevenheless the panel was not under a strong impression that 

anyone whose gifts lay elsewhere was undervalued . 

'The call to excellence, not o nly in an academic and sporting 

sense was eviden1. t.o tJ1e panel. In ari icles in various College 

publications the Headmaster and others make frequent reference 

to being the best possible in a range of endeavours. Academic 

excellence is being strongly e ncouraged. Increasingly the Ans, 

Music, Public Speaking are being valued and the studems 

recognized this. 

'Currently teaching and learning is being emphasized and ... big 

improvements have been made in th is area so that the College has 

within its focus the provision of a sound learning culture that 

enable studentS to experience success wimin a safe and healthy 

environment as sought by the Ednumd Rice Charter.' 

'It is the view of the panel that we College sits firmly and 

idcntifiabl)' within Edmund Rice network. 

'It may be that a culture of change is d eveloping at St Patrick's. 

The panel was of the view that there had been a good number of 

changes in the last few years LO curriculum, pedagogy, College 

organizatio n into schools, administrative structure, pastoral ca1·e 

provision, buildings. ·while the view of the panel is that much 

change was necessary, it also wonders if much more change in the 

immediate future would be sustainable and it suggestS an 

opportunity for consolidation and refinement.' 

As we approach the end of the beginning, 

there are many signs of hope that we are 

moving forward. Perhaps the next phase 

may be at a sligh tJy more renective pace. 

We will continue to evaluate ourselves in 

all areas but we may be able, with lotS of 

othe1· things now in place, to e •~oy the 

luxury of concentrating on our core 

business, our teaching and learning 

culture. 

T hank you LO all of our readers fo1· their 

imerest in mis grand enterprise which is 

St Pau·ick's College. May this Shamrock 

fi nd you well, enjo)'ing Christmas \\/4th 

those you love. 

'While I breathe, I hope and therefore 

I persevere'. 

Mr Rob Brennan 
As we conclude the 'end of the beginning' 

it is with mixed emotions I thank and 

farewell Mr Rob Bre nnan, our Deputy 

Headmaster 2002-2006. He heads lo Nagle 

College, Bairnsdale, as Principal where he 

has new challenges and new successes 

a head of h im. Rob has been a great 

support to me th roughout the five years 

he re. H e has a lwa)'S been honest in stating 

his opinio n lo me but supporting me 

publicly. He has worked tirelessly in class, 

in positions of responsibility, in co

curricular pursuitS, and in leadership, 

always guided by principles of fairness and 

transparen C)'• H e has been supported in 

LUrn by his wife Tracey who also leaves the 

staff, along \\rj th Tyson (SPC 2003-06) and 

Jacson (SPC 2006) . We wish all the 

Brennans joy in their new adventure - they 

a re all part of our story, a most successful 

chapter. 

Mr Rob Brennan 
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AFL Draftees Mitchell Brown, Nathan Brown, 
Shaun Grigg and M atthew Tyler 

ST PATRICK'S 
COLLEGE'S 'FAB 
FOUR' -AFL 
DRAFT 2006 
The College community are celebrating 

the incredible news that four o f our 

sLUclen ts were drafted to the AFL on 

November 25 - a record unmatched by 

any school since the inception of the drafl 

in 1986. This achievemen t was h ighl ighlcd 

in The Age in a wonderful article by Geoff 

McClure, from which 1.hc following 

excerpt is take n. 

'Victoria's metropolitan footballers may 

have fared poorly in this year's AFL draft, 

with only two being picked up in the first 

two rounds, but there were no such 

problems in the State's country areas. Well 

certainly not al one of bush 's footy 

hearllands, Ballarat, which has been 
rejoiLing all week after ii.:; TAC Cup Lea111, 

the North Ballarat Rebels had six of its 

youngsters picked up by AFL clubs. But 

what is quite remarkable is that four of the 

group - Nathan Brown who was drafted by 

Collingwood as itS pick IO, twin brother 

Mitchell (West Coast, 16) Shaun Grigg 

(Carlton, 19) and Matt Tyler (Bt·isbane, 

54) all come from we one school, 

Ballarat's St Pat1·ick's College. Which is not 

only a record for any Australian school 

since the draft's inception in 1986, but to 

find a better result in the history of the 

game you need to go back LO I 969, during 

the heady days of Kilmore's Assumption 

College, a prolific supplier of league 

players for more wan a cen tury, when not 

o nly we re five of its players snapped up by 

league clubs but a ll went on LO pla)' at 

senior level. The achievemen t of Nathan, 

Mitch , Shaun and Malt is a g1·eat: story for 

Ballarat but it is also a result of some very 

special collaboration beMeen each boy, 

their parentS, school and the Rebels' . 

T he achievement is testament to the 

College's developmental programme. 

Whilst the achievement and pride of tl1e 

North Ballarat Rebels, (and in particular 

the outslanding work of Gerard FilZCerald 

(SPC 1973) was noted publicly, 
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recognition needs to be made of the 

College's role in this historic event.. 

Howard Clark in particular has worked 

tirelessly with the boys to develop Lhcir 

skills and provide each with an holistic 

education that will equip wem for life in 

the AFL. Having assisted with the 

development of Mau Rosa, Clinton Young, 

Drew Petrie and Tristan CartJedge in 

recent years, Howard has played a pivotal 

role in the development of the College's 

latest four sons to make it to the AFL. 

Well done to Lhe boys. The College 

community is very proud of each of the 

boys for all tJ1eir achievements whi 1st 

studentS at the College and looks fonvard 

to following their progress in years to come . 

ST PATRICK'S 
COLLEGE 
HOUSE 
COMPETITIONS 
2006 
Inaugural Winners 

At lhe commencement of 2006, the 

College House System was overhauled to 

e ncourage greater participation and 

identification across all facets of College 

li fe and to e nhance pastoral care suppon 

for all stude nts. This included the 

retire ment: of Treacy and McCarthy 

Houses, the assignment of Year 7s to their 

pastoral and teaching groups by House, 

and the vertical alignment of pastoral 

groups in the Senior School with H eads of 

House rather than Year Level 

Coordinators. 

The College has instigated fou1· 

individual sh ields representing the four 

identified areas for student participation 

in the College and one overall shie ld 

which \\rjll be determined by combining 

the resultS of the four individual shields. 

The four individual shields will be: 
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Community 
Frank Doolan (SPC J 908) : One of the 

founders of Legacr Frank introduced 

Legacy's work for the widows and childre n 

of deceased servicemen. 

Academic 
Fr Michae l F Quinn (SPC 1893-1894), 

foundation student of the College, dux of 

the College 1893, matriculated 1894, 

ordained 1900 for the Diocese of Ballarat, 

first parish priest of Chadton, died 

October 11 1932. 

Arts 
Sir Bernard T-Te inie (SPC 1906-11) . 

Conductor of the Melbourne Symphony 

Orchestra, Knight of the Realm 1946, 

Australian of the Year 1975. 

Sport 
David Bo urke, CBE (SPC 1944-48): 

College Captain (1948), Captain of l st Xl 

Cricke t (1948), Captain of lsL XVlJI 

Football (1948), Chairman of the VRC 

(1991-97), Asian Racing Conference 

(1991-98), Vic torian Country Racing 

Council ( J 969-91), Sec re Lary of the 

Pa ke nham Racing Club (1961-82) and 

made a commander of the British Empire 

in 1981. 

Overall Champion House 
Br William Mark McCarthy Shield: The 

Shield is named in honour of Br \,\lilliam 

Mark McCarthy, Headmaster of SL Pauick's 

College 1899-1904, 1909, 1919. Br 

McCarthy "~II ever be regarded as one of 

.Lhe greaL pio neers for the Christian 

Brothe rs at St Patrick's College. He bought 

most of the land we now have for ovals, 

built the Pell Wing which served as the 

main teaching block from 1902 until 1964, 

and the McC,rrhy Wing named in his 

honour in 1919 which now houses the 

Mackey !CT labs and much of the Ke lcy 

Resource Centre. 

Resu lts of Compe titions 

SIR BERNARD HEINZE SHIELD FOR 
CULTURAL ACTMTIES 

Keniry 

Ryan 

Nunan 

Galvin 

43 

37 

31 

24 
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DAV1D BOURKE SHfELD FOR 
SPORTS ACHIEVEMENT 

Ryan 64 

Keniry 63 

Nu nan 59 

Galvin 39 

FRANK DOOLAN SHIELD FOR 
COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 

Ryan 873 

Keniry 840 

Galvin 825 

unan 821 

FR MICHAEL QUINN SHIELD FOR 

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 

Keniry 77382 

Nunan 69306 

Calvin 68547 

R)'an 65822 

BR WILLIAM MARK MCCARTHY SHIELD 

1st Keniry -34pts J 11 
\, 

2nd Ryan -,opt, • 

3rd Nunan-wpt, • 

Thank you to Mr Rob Brennan and 

House staff who have coordinated the 

inaugural year of competition. The stakes 

have already been raised for 2007 and 

with the gro\,fog sense of House spii-it 

amongst stude nts it is sure to be a keenly 

contested year. 

MUSIC 2006: 
QUEENSLAND 
BAND TOUR 
Eamon Coughlan Year 11 

Ou,-ing the first week o f the Term 3 break 

the Senior Band went on tour· to 

Queensland. We flew up to Brisbane earl)' 

on Monday morning and we re then 

transported to Chandler Lodge. T hat 

n ight we attended the music perforn1ance 

of the Junior School oflona College. 

Following this performance we were taken 

on a tour o f the school's music 

depa rm1e nt which was fantastically 

equipped with a yearly budget of$100,000! 

The next da)' we he ld a performance for 

Iona's Year 5 a nd 6 sLUde11ts a nd again in 

the afternoon for visitors from the primary 

school camps. Aft.er the performances, we 

travelled to the local shopping centre and 

saw ' Nacho Libre' at the cinema . 

D reamworld was the highlight vf Lite 

trip for ma ny of the students a nd ever)'one 

e njo)'ed the experie nce from the rides to 

the Big Brothe r !louse . Thursday was the 

final day of the w ur. In the morning we 

performed at Belmont Prima ry School in 

front of the e ntire school. Once all the 

autographs had been signed, we moved on 

to spend the rest o f the day shopping at 

1.he Queen Street Mall. We then bid 

farewe ll to Queensla nd and flew back to 

Avalon Airport., arriving late home on 

Thursday night. 

T he tour was a greaL experience for all 

who attended. Special thanks must go to 

Mr Hugh l\1cKelvey and the Frie nds of 

Music for o rganising the tour 

YEAR 8 
MEDIEVAL DAY 
In early November the bO)'S in Year 8 

participated in the annual Medieval Day at 

Kryal Castle . The day rounded off nearly 

two terms of work in SOS£ and English. It 

was pleasing to see that the staff and boys 

emered in LO the spirit of the day b)• 

dr·essing in appropriate and h istorically 

accurate medieval dress. 

Whilst at the Castle the boys were given 

an insig ht to the strucLUre of medieval 

society tlwough a ro le play acti~ ty. The 

boys were also g iven the opportunity to 

test their archery skjlls in shooting at 

statio nary and moving targets. They were 

inu-oduced to the ancie nt art of falconry, 

participated in medieval games, music, 

and equestria n. Some of the bO)'S also had 

the opportunity to uy out their skills in 

constructing chain mail in an a rmour 

making session. Some also gained an 

insight in to the culinary world of the 

middle ages. 

StaJ:fwe re particularly impressed with the 

general conduct. and participation oft.he 

boys in the acti~ties pro~ded. It was 
extremely e~dent that this was a topic that 

full)' engaged the bo)'S and in many cases got 

them to move out of their comfort zones. 

T hank you to Mr Fr-ed Spiule for h is 

planning of the day a nd Mr Peter Brady 

for his fine tuning and organisational skills 

which ensured that the day progressed 

smoothly. Rumours of tl1e introductio n of 

'stocks' to the grounds of St Patrick's 

College are grossly overstated! 

DEBATING AND 
PUBLIC SPEAKING 
At 1.30 pm on the fi fth of October, Lhe 

Boardroom was a live wi th ne1vous tensio n_ 

This was the da)' oft.he 2006 Oratory and 

Debating Competitions. The afternoon 

commenced with stud ents from Years 7 to 

9 competing for the title of B,·each Orator 

2006. This competition o riginated in 2003, 

and is named after Brother Herb 'Theo' 

Breach who suppor ts our speakers of the 

future. T he students were required to 

pi-esent a five-minute speech on a topic of 

their choice, followed by an impromptu 

two minute speech. With the confide nce 

of stude nts much o lder and experienced, 

the students odelivered at a very high 

standard _ Nabeel Elias (9), Dermot 

Conaughton (8) , Isaac Kirby (8), and 

Patrick Cash in (7) certainly gave Torn 
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McKinnon of Year 9, the eventual winner, 

a challenge for the title. 

The Purcell Debate named after 

p revious Head of English Mrs Mary Purcell 

in recognition for her guidance to our 

boys, was a rgued well from both sides with 

the winners, Paul King (JO), Liam O'Riley 

(9), and Michael Keem (10), arguing 

more strongly on the clay against Tom 

McKin non, Liam Young and Lach lan 

Barker, all in Year 9. The WT Doyle 

Debate, named after a noted O ld 

Collegian, was strongly debated between 

Michael Ferguson, Brenton Carey and 

Tristan Lambert (all Year 12), and the 

eventual winners,James Harrison, 

Brendan Harding, both in Year 12, and 

Denis McKinnon currently in Year 11. 

After a short break, the students 

competed for the tit.le of Purton O rator. 

The Purton Oratory was established in 

1940, being named after Br D C Pu non, 

staff member and Headmaster of St 

Patrick's. Brendan I-larding, Brenton 

Carey, Michael Ferguson and Tristan 

Lambenspoke wi1h passion anrl strPngth 

on the ir chosen topics.J ames Harrison 

rose brilliantly to the challenge la id clown 

by the previous speakers, convincing the 

adjudicators that he was a deserving 

winner. J ames spoke passionately about 

the crisis of world poverty and the sad 

relativities that exist between children in 

weste rn countries such as Australia and 

children in Th ird World Countries. 

In doing so James has ensured his place 

in the history of St Patrick's as h e is the 

first student to win both the Breach 

Orato1-y (2003) and the Punon Oratory 

(2006) . The Debating Association of 

Victoria has also awarded the Swannie 

Award to.James for Best Spea ke r of The 

Ballarat Region, A Gracie. Tristan Lambert 

was awarded the Sir Hugh Devine 

Impromptu Award, named in honour of 

an esteemed old boy who was a gifted 

orator and a world leading a utho rity in 

surgical techniques. 

Congratulations to all students who 

particip,ned in these time honoured 

events and in so doing uphe ld the rich 

tradition of the College in regards to 

public speaking and debating. 
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SPEECH NIGHT 
& VALEDICTORY 
DINNER 2006 
Mr Hamish McCrum 

Head of Senior School 

The Class of2006 bade farewell to the 

College community following l11eir VCE 

examinations in two fit.ting and mo,fog 

events: the annual Speech Night, which also 

recognises all prize winners from other year 

levels, and the Valed ictory Dinner, a formal 

dinner for graduates and their paren ts. 

Both events provided opportunities for boys 

lO display their talents and whether it be 

bands, public speaking or singing, the talent 

certainly came to the fore. 

Congratulations to the many and va.-ied 

award ,,~nners on Speech Night. Well done 

also to Gareth Prosser and T,·istan Lambert 

who d id a tremendous job as Masters of 

Ceremony, ente rtaining the audience and 

keeping the night on track; always a tough 

t.ask! After stopping to appreciate l11c talents 

and efforts of the young men at St Patrick ·s, 

we look forward with hope as we ponder 

what they "~II achieve in the years ahead. 

The Valedictory Dinne r was a ve,y warm 

and positive conclusion lO our graduates' 

time as students. I commend all Lhe 

speakers on the night, all of whom had all 

p repared well and spoke eloquentl)'. Thank 

you also to J oel Parnis who again 

entertained us with his magnificent singing. 

Well done to our newes t. 'Old Boys' . 

AWARDS 2006 
Al Speech Night Headmaster Dr Pete,· 

Casey and Bishop Pete r Connors 

presented the following awards to senior 

stude nts. These awards are prestigious 

awards, keen I)' contes ted and each with a 

long and distinguished tradition. 

Headmaster's Award for Leadership: 

Edward Grinter 

Traditio nally the College Headmaste r 

presents th is awa,-d for leadership to the 

College Captain in recognition of his 

leadership in the College community 

Edward Grinter on t he Kokoda Track 

Howard Award for Excellence: 

J ames Harrison 

First presented in 1955, th is award is the 

gift of the Howard Fam ii)' in gratitude for 

all St Patrick's did for the four sons who 

au.ended SPC from 1923 through to 1937. 

It is given for All Round Excellence, 

Character, Leadersh ip, Participation, 

Academic Pursuits and Culture or Sports. 

Little Family Award for School Spirit: 

Matthew Polmear 

This award is prese nted in honour of the 

Little Family whose five sons attended SPC 

between 1904 and 1924. It is presented t.o a 

senior student who has displayed and 

developed school spirit among the students 

through hi~ dedication and general service 

to tl1e College. 

Dorothy Irene EIJis-Thomas Scholarship: 

Bre ndan Harding 

This scholarship is awarded each year to 

one deserving student from St Patrick's 

College who will be pursuing Tertia,-y 

Studies next year and who has achieved 

outstanding academic results during his 

time at St Patrick·s College. 

Edmund Rice Spirit Award: 

Brenton Carey 

This is the inaugural presen tation o f the 

Edmund Rice Award for Ministry. It 

recognises a slllde nt who has embodied 

the spirit of Edmund Rice th rough his 

involvement in j ustice, action and reflective 

practice within the College, the comm unit)' 

and the Edmund Rice Network. 

De Coubertin Award for Sportsmanship: 

Simo n Ward 

The Award recognises students who 

demonstrate consisten t participation and 

commendable sporting behaviour in line 

\\~ th the Olympic ideals of participation. 

Music Awards 

Bandsman of the Year 

Anthony Read 

Band Executive Award for Dedication 

and Commitment 

Ben O'Shea 

Sir Bernard Heinze Award for Overall 
O utstanding Musical Achievement 

Joel Parnis 

Junior Music Award 

Patrick Adeney 

Academic Awards 
Senior School 

Religious Education I I A 

.James Spe ncer 

Religious Education 11 B 

Stephen D'Arcy 

Religious Education 11 C 

Nicholas Sculley 

Religious Education 11 D 

Denis McKinn on 

Religious Education 11 E 

Alexander Blizzard 

Religious Education 11 F 

Matthew Wheelahan 

Accounting (Prowse, Perrin & 

Tuomey Accounting Prize) 

Dominic Vogels 

Architectural Design 

Nathan Conn ell 

Biology 

Michael Keem 

Business Management 

Dom in ic Vogels 

Chemistry 

David Ranger 

Design and Technology Me tal 

Cody Stewart 

Design and Technology Wood 

Kieran Sullivan 

Drama 

Jordan Trewavis 

English 

David Ranger 

Food Technology 

Alexeander Nun n 

French 

Eamon Coughlan 

Foundation Mathematics 

Steven Edwards 

General Mathematics 

Alexander Parker 

General Mathematics (Specialist) 

Michael Keem 

Health and Human Development 

Nicholas Carner 

History 

M.atthew Van Der Ploeg 

Information Technology 

Nathan Connell 

Japanese 

Clancy Homewood 
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Mathematical Methods 

Dominic Vogels 

Mathematical Methods CAS 

David Ranger 

Media Studies 

Christopher Smith 

Music Performance 

Matthew Doolan 

Physical Education 

Nathan Brown 

Physics 

David Ranger 

Studio Art 

Ch ristopher Burke 

Systems 

Kieran Sullivan 

Systems and Technology 

Kristopher.James 

VET Sport and Recreation 

Nathan Barnes 

VET studies 

David Porter 

Visual Communications & Design 

Michael Clark 

Year 10 Dux - Ballarat University Prize 

Michael Keem 

Dr Frank McArdle Prize Year 10 Science 

Mich ael Keem 

THE CLASS OF 
2006-
DIRECTIONS! 
At th e commencement of Term 4 Middle 

School team member Art Nicholls 

provided a mo,~ng and poignant reflection 

for staff about the many talents our boys 

have and the many directions they take. In 
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keeping with our Edmund Rice e thos of 

being an inclusive school, it is wonh taking 

the time to read Art's reflection and to 

dwell upon the many life changing 

outcomes that are produced from a close 

collaboration be tween students, parents, 

teachers and the College. 

The reflec1ion ,·eminds us that not all the 

boys we take annually a1. Year 7 go on to 

complete Year J 2. Many of these boys will 

no t achieve great academic resultS as 

measured by an ENTER score, however 

these boys do achieve personal excellence 

in areas that they are passionate about. 

Therefore it is imperative that we take great 

pride in these perfom1anccsjust as we do 

,,~th those studentS who exce l in academic 

studies, music, spore or the artS. An read out 

the names of boys who started with the Class 

of2006 and who are no longer studying at 

the College, including: 

J eremy Barrell, B,·endan Be rlund, 

Dylan Bourke, Ashley Brici, .Jesse Britton, 

Dylan Clarke,Joshua Conroy, Ashley Coxall, 

Michael De J ong, Climon Dickie.Josh 

Dudley, C hris £11is, J ason £lshaug, Stuart 

Feet.ham, Scott French, Rob Furness, Cory 

Galea,Justin Giovanetti, Mark Goralski, Ben 

Ha rvey, Paul Hicks, David Kay, Da~d Kelly, 

Jarryd King, Luke Laubsch, Luke Lee,James 

Lillie, Tomas Lineke,~ Nathan Li~tSanos, 

Anthony McKay, Chris Mega, Zac Me nnen, 

Rhys Molle r, Dominic Mo,·rison, Daniel 

Nykoluk, Sebastian Oliver, Ke! Paulson, 

Joshua Pearson, Corey Quinlan,Jake 

Richardson, Brendan Rix, Sean Robson , 

Kristian Rodoni, Mat.hew Romeo, Nicholas 

Rouhan, Nicholas Sullivan,Joel Tabbitt, 

Nelson Tchia,Josh Troon, i\\lichael Vallance 

and James Wcrndly. 
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LL 

0 Captain 
V) John Dwyer 
Cl<'. 
LJ.J 
o::i Vice Captains 
~ 
LJ.J 

Dominic Vogels 

~ Kyle Foley 
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Of the initial intake in 2001, 31 % of boys 

have left the College prior to completion or 

Year 12; 

• 75% of these boys have apprenticeships 

• 10% are completing Year 12 elsewhere 

• 15% are in the workforce. 

• Worth noting is that of the initial intake in 

2001, 24% (42 boys) were ofa Year 4 or 

below sta ndard when they started in Year 

7. Of these 42 students, 50% of these boys 

were able to successfully complete \ICE in 

2006; a remarkable achievement in its own 

1ight. 

Whilst it is easy to get caught up in 

ENTER scores and University destination 

data it is important to remind ourselves or 

our Edmund Rice Charter and the 

challenges inherent within it. We should 

never lose sight. or the fact that these boys 

have achieved personal excelle nce in their 

chosen fields and that the schoo l has bee n 

enriched for having them as part of the 

Class of 2006. 

LEADERSHIP 
2007 
After an extensive selection process that 

involved feedback fro m studen tS and staff 

the College's Leade rs for 2007 have been 

announced. For the first time e lections for 

Stude nt Council we re he ld along House. 

Othe r positions of leade rship have also 

been a nnounced by the Headmaster. 

\f£ ... !t, 
II 
~ u ~ 
~~ 
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Cong rawlations to the following students: 

College Captain: 

Da,~d Ranger 

College Vice-Captains 

De nis McKinnon and James Spencer 

President of the Student Congress 

Denis McKinno n 

Music 
Captain 

Eamon Coughlan 

Vice Captain 
Mark Torpy 

Band Leader 

Nathan Antony 

Boarding House 
Leaders 2007 

McCann House 

Captain 

Luke Davison 

Vice Captain 

Dominic Vogels 

Cap tain 

Jason Lvlc 

Captain 

,-\lcxande,· Bli11ard 

Captain 

Nathan Ba rnes 

Vice Captains 

Daniel McLoughlin 

Jay l'ckhen 

Vice Captains 

;\lauhew D,·n1011 

I.inion Chilling"vonh 

Vice Captains 

Adam Gilbert 

N icholas Ca rne,· 

Nangle House 

Captain 

John Brady 

Vice Captain 

Tylah Saunders 

St Vincent de Paul 
Conference: 

President 

Denis McKinnon 

Vice President 

Matthew Denton 

Secretary 

Callum Bigarelli 

Treasurer 

David Ra nger 

Sports Capt ains 

Rowing 
Captain of Boats 

Kyle Foley 

Vice Captain 

Jo hn Brady 

Vice Captain 

Nathan Edgar 

Swimming 
Captain of Swimming 

Aidan Kennedy 

Vice Captain 

Alexander Blizzard 

Vice Captain of Swimming 

Matthew Leonard 

Tennis 
Captain of Tennis 

J ason Lyle 

Vice Captain of Tennis 

Mark Carey 

Cricket 
Captain of Cricket 

Adam Gilbert 

Vice Captain of Tewlis 

Tim FitzGerald 

Congratulations to all boys who have been 

appointed to positions of leadership for 

2007. T he College community looks 

forward to these boys displaying lead ersh ip 

through words and deed in an honest, 

compassionate and j ust manner. 

FAREWELL 
BR BREACH 
Br H. T. Breach moved to Naza,·eth House 

in December. Brother has been more than 

a part of the furniture at the College for the 

last thirty years. He has been in everything: 

the classroom, the boarding house, the 

Broth ers community, the staffroom, the 

playground, the dining room, the cricket, 

the athletics, the hockey, 1.he canteen and 

the list goes o n. The canteen ladies have 

been the most vocal in the ir wishes for his 

happy retireme nt at Nazareth but they have 

put into words the feelings of many who 

have enjoyed Br Breach 's presence and 

friendship. We wish h im well as we 

congratulate him on 75 years as a Christian 

Brother, and on his impending 90lh 

birthday in January. Whilst he has moved 

off the property he is not too far away and 

there are no shortage o f volunteers to pick 

up and bring him back lo his beloved Main 

Oval to watch the cricket and pick o ut the 

College's next 'gun ' batsman or ' tearaway' 

quick - and of course to e nsure his visit is 

timed to coincide with afternoon tea! 
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AN 
ELECTRONIC 
REVOLUTION 
THE CREST 
Following extensive research and 

community consultation by the College's 

Marketing and Public Relations 

Committee in 2006, the first editio n for 

Term 4 of rJ1e College's weekly newsletter 

The Crest was d istributed elecu·onically to 

members or the College community. To 

improve the timeliness of informatio n and 

to save some trees, it has been decided 

that this will be the preferred me thod for 

distributing the newsletter in to the fu ture. 

Thee-newsletter format also has additional 

benefits that enable more information to 

be distribu ted and archived by parents. 

Paper copies of the newsletter ,~II still 

be available for those who prefer a hard 

copy to read . T hese can be collected from 
Student Reception o r mailed to fam ilies -

the ongoing challe nge with the first option 

is of course prising The Crest from boy's 

bags - along with uneaten lunches, sports 

gear and hopefully the College dia1-y! The 

weekly newsletter is also available from the 

College website - www.stpats.vic.edu.au 

As with most initiatives there have been 

some teething problems with the 

technology and we have been pleased to 

receive some great feedback from 

members of the College community, 

including improved p rotocols for a 'Prin t . 

Friendly' version and improvements to 

other formatS. 

If you have any additional feedback 

please contact Ms Caitlin Bennett on 

53 224412 or cbennett®stpats.,~c.edu.au 

If you would like to update your contact 

de tails or add anothe1· email add ress to 

receive The Crest, please co ntact the 

College Data Liaison Officer 

Mrs Aileen Loader on 53 224414 o r 

aloader@stpats.vic.edu.au 
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EASTTIMOR 
FORUM: 
A Journey of friendship and discovery 

for our students 

In November schools from Ballarat 

gaLhered for the second a nnual East 

Timor Forum. This forum was the work of 

the Ballarat Ainaro Friendship Schools 

Committee and was supported by Lhe 

Ballarat Friends of Ainaro Committee. St 

Patrick's College is involved in a friendsh ip 

partnership with r.wo schools in the Sub

disLricL of Ma11bisse, which is in the District 

of Ainaro. These schools are St Paulus 

Maubisse Catholic Pre-Secondary and St 

Inacio de Loiola Maubisse Catholic 

Secondary. 

Reflection 
by Jack Ferguson, Tom Kavanagh and 

James Seery 

A number of Year Ten studenLS attended 

ACU with the College's Director of Mission, 

Mr Mark Walsh, for a da)• of information 

about East Timor and a chance to meet 

other schools im·olved in the friendsh ip 

Schools Project with East T imor. 

Throughout the day we parucipated in a 

numbe,· of activilies and workshops and 

learnt about East Timor's culture and how 

the people of East Timor live .. 

T he Australia East Timor Friendship 

Schools Project, which St Panick's is part of, 

aims to foste,· mutual understanding and 

respect; seek common ground and 

similarities with schools in East Timo,·. In 

sharing our stories with these schools and 

hearing the stories of the East Timorese 

people we are auempting to 'personalise' 

our relalionship wiLh our friendship 

pa rtners. We are seeking to ensure 'like' 

exchanges of communication and support. 

We arc realistic about what we can achieve 

and seek ro sustain our relaLionship "~th 

our friendship schools through an ongoing 

commitment to the project. 

As a group we gathered much knowledge 

on East Timor and are planning to execute 

our own project with our friendsb ip 

schools. The group plans to raise funds, 
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raise awareness, and donate things such as 

balls, pens, pencils, and stationery items. 

These are all things thaL are very common 

and things that we take fo,- granted in 

Australia, but to the people and particularly 

the children of East Timor these things are 

few and far between. 

We also met a number of East Timorese 

people, one of whom, lsrnenio, was the 

actual person who was portrayed in the 

ABC drama 'Answered By Fire'. Another, 

Salvio, was the 'East Timor Idol winner'. 

Our day was very informative, enjoyable 

and a worthwhile experience. It opened 

our eyes to the plight of the people of East 

Timor and showed us ways in which we 

can help. 

1956 OLYMPICS 
Golden Anniversary 
Commemorations 

On Tuesday November 28, two Year 7 

classes, 7A and 7F represented the College 

at Lhe 50th Anniversary Olympic Torch 

Relay held at Lake Wcndouree. This rela)' 

celebrated Ballarat 's involvement in the 

1956 O lympic Games. Close to 300 

imernational and Australian O lympians 

were prcscnr on the day to see the 

unveiling of the new Ol)'mpics Precinct on 

the shores of Lake Wendouree. This was 

significant given that Ballarat staged the 

rowing a nd canoeing regattas as part of 

Lhe 1956 Games. St Patrick's College Old 

Collegians and O lympians Bryan Thomas 

(SPC 1974-78), (father of Nick in Year 7) 

and Tony Benson (SPC 1957-61) 

participated in the relay. 

Tony Benson was renowned as a sub 

four minute miler and Australian record 

holder, participated in the 1972 Munich 

Olympic Garnes, representing Australia in 

the 5000m, and at one point he was 

ranked fifth in the world in this event. 

Bryan Thomas represented Australia in 

the 1988 Seoul Olympics as a kayaker in 

tbe K4 class. 

St Patrick's College 2006 Captain, 

Edward Grinter and 2007 Captain, David 

Ranger accompanied Tony Benson for his 

leg of the relay starting from the Ballarai 

City Boat shed and Year 7 sLUdent Nick 

Thomas, accompanied his father Bryan in 

the relay commencing a t the Prime 

Ministers' Avenue in the Botanic Gardens. 

The original t◊rch from the 1956 games 

was used in the relay around the Lake. 

The Relay was a unique opportunity for 

our boys to participate in a little bit of 

Ballarat hist◊ry and to represent the 

College in celebrating the achievements of 

two the College's esteemed old boys. 

STAFF 
FAREWELLS 
At the conclusion of2006 we will say 

farewell to a number of staff who arc 

moYing on LO pursue other vocational and 

lifestyle opportunities. 

• i'vlrsJune Brae has been the College 

Librarian for sixteen yea1-s and has been 

a11 auive 111e111ue1 uf Ll,e St Pau ick ·~ 

College Foundation Committee.June 

has been a supportive colleague, an 

exce llent librarian and a marvellous 

reference point for boys and teachers 

alike. She has a huge knowledge of the 

Kelty Resource Centre collection, a keen 

sense of humour and a professionalism 

that shall be sorely missed. 

• Mr Rob Bre nnan - as detailed in the last 

Shamrock, Rob has been appointed Lo 

Principalship at Nagle College, 

Bairnsdale. He has enjoyed more farewells 

than Melba, highl ighLing the regard with 

which he is held by the College 

community and the extent to which he 

will be missed by staff and stude nt~. 

• Mrs Tracey Brennan - part of the 

package to Bairnsdale, Tracey has been a 

wonderful integration aide who has 

wo,-ked tirelessly LO support students with 

learning needs. Her enthusiasm and 

passion for her work will be sorely 

missed. Tracey has been appointed as an 

Integration Aide al St Mary's School. 

Bairnsdale. 

• Br.John De Bock - will be moving Lo 

!Vlelbourne LO work at 1hc Mt Sion Aged 

Care faci lity.John has been on study 

leave in Sydney for mosL of 2006. He has 

been at St Patrick ·s College fo,- almost 

n-venty years, teaching English, working 

in Boarding and most recently in the 

Kelty Resource Centre. 

• M1· Paul Kingsmanjoined the College in 

2006 a nd has made a significam 

impression with students with his 

challenging, engaging and thought 

provoking teaching in English and 

Rel igio us Education. Paul is returning Lo 

Sydney to teach. 

• Mr James Maddocks has been at the 

College since 2003 and has worked 

closely wil11 the College's perfonning arts 

students. J ames d irected the joint 

produclion with Loreto College, 'A 

Midsummer Night's Dream' which was 

staged within the College grounds. 

Despite some incleme nt weather it was a 

great hit and highlightedJamcs' skills as 

a teache r and producer. James is raking 

up a posi tion at Aitken College 

in Greenvale. 

• MrJulian Porter (SPC 1994-99) has 

worked as payroll Officer for the past 12 

months. A talented footballer.Julian is 

moving interstate LO play with the West 

Broadbeach Bombe rs in the prestigious 

QAFL compelition who are coached by 

forn1cr East Ballarat coach Cary Odgers. 

• Mr David Rowland - after a d istinguished 

year at l11e College whe,-e he quickly 

gained the respect of students in senior 

English classes David is returning to 

Melbourne for family reasons. He has 

been appointed to fellow Edmund Rice 

school, CBC St Kilda. 

We would also like Lo sincerely thank 

staff who are completing short term relief 

contracts with the College including Mrs 

Toni Brady and Mr Bill Powell as well as 

our 2006 Trninees Danny Hay and.Jeremy 

Wirges who have provided greaL support 

LO the College's Sport, Physical and 

Outdoor Education programmes. 

We thank all these staff members for 

their contribution LO the education of boys 

at St Patrick's and wish them well with 

their future endeavours . Profiles of new 

staff will be included in the first edition of 

The Shamrock in 2007. 
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TERM 4 SPORTS 
RESULTS 

Daniel Bailey 
Victorian All Schools Athletics Champion 

Daniel Baile)' represenred St Patrick's 

College at rhe Victorian All Schools 

Athletics Championships . . He achieved two 

gold, one silver and one bronze medal: 

Cold : U l 7 400m Hurdles 55.15 sec; 

Gold : U l 7 Longjump 6.77m; 

Silver: U 18 Pole Vault 3.60 m (U 17 PV 

clashed with LJ timing) 

Bronze: U 17 J I Om I-I 15.75 sec: 

Daniel has also achieved AA qualifiers in 

the above events and 1\/4 11 represent St Pat's 

and Victoria at the Austral ian All Schools 

and Youth Athletics Championships in 

December. Well done Daniell 

Joe Merrylees 
Schools Teams Time Trial 

On Wednesday October 18, studen ts from 

St Patrick's took part in the annual Joe 

Mcrrylces Cycling event, students were 

required to ride a distance of 16 kilometres 

on an 0111 and back course in a race against 

the clock. The riders where set off into a 

strong head wind for 8 km where the)' were 

turned around for a speed)' return. 

This year the event attracted competitors 

from nine schools in and around Ballarat 

with around 85 riders making up 30 teams. 

T he .Junior Under J 7 Males was strongly 

comested \\1th 10 teams competing. 

St Patrick's number one team consisting of 

Luke .Jones and Marcus j olly was too strong, 

\\1nning their evenL and recording the 

fastest time for the day to win the Joe 

Merrylees Shield by the narrowest of 

margins (only 5 seconds) from the Ballarat 

Grammar team who were going for their 

fourth consecutive victory. All students 

competed in tough conditions and 

recorded good results. Well done to all boys 

and congratulat ions to Luke and Marcus. 
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Luke Jones 
Cycling Star of the Future 

On Saturday November 25 Luke .Jones 

(Year 10) competed in the Melbourne Cup, 

o ne of Austra lia's premier track Cycling 

Events. Luke competed hard and was given 

much valuable expe1·ience against world 

and O lympic champions. Unfortunately 

things didn 't go Luke 's way on the night 

and he had a puncture early in the race. 

However to Luke's credit he took it all in 

his stride and performed admirably. 

Luke Jone~ 

National Indoor Rowing 
Championships 

On Saturday October 28, our senior rowers 

travelled to Caulfield Grammar School, to 

compete in the Australian Jndoor Rowing 

Championships. This is a very special event 

as it is one of the few on the rowing 

calendar that allows school rowers to 'rub 

shoulders' wilh the sports greats. At this 

event our rowers witnessed members of the 

Australian rowing team competing, and in 

open events, were competing against some 

national level rowers. 

St PaLrick's College was well represented 

at the championships, competing in the 

Open 500m,Junior Heavyweight 4min and 

2000m ;rndjunior lightweight 4min and 

2000m. All of 0111· rowers d id exceptionally 

well with man)' personal best times and 

some 011t~tanding performances from 

Matthew Gillett receiving two bronze 

medals, one in the lightweight 4 minute 

event and one in the lightweight 2000m 

and Michael Treppo receiving a silver 

medal in the heavyweight 4 minute event, 

coming second by a mere one metre. 

Balla rat Indoor Rowing Regatta 

The team took out the Schools 

Premiership at the C\'Cnt winning a state of 

the art rowing 'ergo' for their efforts - a 

great return and due 1·ccognition of the 

boys' outstanding efforts. The 

performances augur well for the 

shortened BAS Rowing season with the 

Head of the Lake to be rowed on Februa1-y 

J 7, 2007 d~c to drought conditions in the 

region and a bone dry Lake Wcndouree! 

Below are some photos from the 

Ballarm Indoor Regatta held in the gym. 

A special thank you to Glenn, Swart and 

Br. Zoch for assisting in the setup and pack 

up. All in all a great day and SPC did vc1-y 

well with the following boys winning their 

divisions. 

• Ben Peters Yr 9 4min 

• Jake Belsar Yr 8 4min 

• John Brady Senior 4min 

l 

First XI Cricket 
Br H.T. Breach Cup 

St Patrick's Ballarat I 0/ 229 defeated by 

St Patrick's Launceston 10/ 283. 

Launceston retained the Br H .T. B1·each 

Cup with a 54 run win on November 30 

and December J. It was a great rnatch and 

a great opportunity for Otff players to play 

a match of this duration, a two-d ay match 

with 104 overs per day. Given the weather 

conditions the Learn batting first was always 

going to have a significam advan tage 

with mid thirty-degree heat and a strong 

nonhcrly wind preventing any bowler, 

bowling from the Southern end, 

gaining rhythm. 

Launceston won 1.he toss and elected to 

bat and although thci1· progress was slow 

over the course of the day, it was measured 

and sensible. There were two significant 

partnerships (79 a nd 70) that pro"ed to be 

the d ifference between the two teams. 

Our bowlers were magnificent in dreadful 

weather conditions as they toiled all day, 

finally bowling their opposition out with 

only minutes Lo spare before stumps. 

Pick of the bowlers were Adam Gilberr 

19/ 7/ 2/ 34 and Grant Bell 18 .3/ 3/ 4/ 38. 

We started very slowly in our chase, but 

there was never any panic. The innings 

was highlighted by an 86 run partnership 

between Matthew McKenzie and Matthew 

Bcgbie for the fourth wicket, and a last. 

wicket stand of 54 between Peter 

Colbourne and Brad Hallam. 

Matthew McKenzie continued his 

terrific form with the bat wiLh 87 and Peter 

Colbourne remained not out on 31. 

Matthew Begbie and Drew Tyler got starts 

but were unable to take the opportunity 

that was present:ed 10 them and go on to 

bigger scores. Unfortunately the 

remainder of our batting list were 

d isappointed and d isappointing. The 

players showed great character and learnt 

a great deal from the game. 

Special mention must be made of the 

effons of opening batsman Man McKenzie 

in season 2006/ 2007. Afte r four games in 

the BAS he has made 1.wo tons, carrying 

his bat for IO I not out against Balla rat and 

Clarendon College and making 119 



against High School. His solid lechnique 

and powers of concen tration have set a 

wonder ful example for his leam mates and 

has sent Director of C,·icket Mr Damian 

McKee to the record books to see the 

highest n umber of hundreds made by a Isl 

XI player in o ne season. We ll done Mau! 

PARENTS AND 
FRIENDS 
ASSOCIATION 
RAFFLE 2006 
The annual P&F major raffie was drawn on 

Saturday November 18 at the 2006 

Valedictory Dinne r. Proceeds from the raffle 

are used to purchase equipment that 

be nefits all students at the College. Thank 

you to the following businesses fo,· tl1e i r 

support of the annual raffle: Mrs Leonie 

Spencer. Lifestyle Travel. Balla rat, Mr Lucas 

Reid, Vicwria Hotel, Port Fairy and Mr John 

Davis, Harvey orman Electrical, Ballarat. 

Results of the 2006 Raffle: 

First Prize 

Michelle Goetz - $3000 Travel Voucher 

Second 

Zak & Rima Zre ikat - Weekend a t Victoria 

Hotel, Port Fairy 

Third 

Paul Sharp - $300 Han ·ey Norma n 

Voucher 

The book sellers' p,·ize was won by Liam 

and Julian Atwood - Play Sta tion 2. 

VET AWARD 
The College was thrilled 1.0 receive the 

news from Se n;itor Julian McGauran that 

Brenton D,·ummond had been awarded a 

$2000 Voca1ional Educalion Award from 

the Australian Gove rnment for his 

excellent work in Vocational Education 

and Training (VET). This continues the 

College's fine tradi tio ns in the area or 

VET, in particular the performances of lhe 

World Skills learn me mbe rs in 2006 and 

2005 Award winners Brent Flood and 

Andrew Care)'. 

STUDENT 
ACHIEVEMENTS 
Congratulations lO the following boys 

for thei1· outstanding achievements in 

recenl times: 

• Sean Keeni (Year 9) has been selected to 

play in the a tional Men's Futsal team al 

the World Championships in Spain in 

Decembe,· 2006. 

• Mattliew Callahan (Yea,· 7) for being 
chosen to play lo,· Victoria Country in the 
2007 National Baskelball Championships. 

• Ethan Tibbles (Year 10) has been selected 
in lhe Unde r 16 Viclorian Pro,·incial 

Baseball Squad. Ethan will be 
representing Vicloria in the N;i tio nal 
Championships in J anuary 2007 in 
Adelaide. 

• Bradley Crouch (Year 7) has been 
selected to play for the Victorian Under 
J 3 Cricket side. Brad's selection comes 
after participating in an exhaustive 

selection process where an initial squad of 
forty-six pote ntial players was cur. to a list 
of thirteen. 

• Patrick Cashin (Year 7) has been selected 
to take part in the Ballarat Regional Bowls 
A.ssociatio 11 j unior development squad. 

• Mitch Taylor (Year 7) won the Ballarnt 
Under 14 Tennis championship in 
November. 
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NOB-SPC 
AMATEUR 
FOOTBALL 
CLUB NEWS 
Season 2007 is Here! 

NORTH OLD BOYS 
St Patrick's College Ballaratatc 

Season numbe r two for the North O ld 

Bo)'s-St Patrick's College A FC has 

commenced u nde r coach T im Killwo rth. 

The Club is looking to consolidate upon 

its solid start in season 2006 and to 

capitalise on the develo pme nt of players 

fro m the Unde r 19 ranks such as David 

Ronan, Chris Fo rd,Jorda n Molloy a nd 

Antho ny To rpy. T he Club is tra ining at 

the AC Gillo n Reserve in Brunswick, an 

excellen t base for Melbourne based o ld 

boys. Full training de tails can be found o n 

the Club's we bsite www.nobspc.org.au 

which is upda ted regula rly. 

The Club held its ACM o n '1Vednesday 

December 13 at the AC Gillon Club rooms 

,vilJ1 a palpable sense of optimism in the air. 

Green, '1\Thite and Blue will again feature a 

OB-St Patrick's College AFC column a nd 

we hope that o ld boys will follow the club 

with g reat in te rest. The AC Gillon Reserve 

boast5 g reat social facilities and so it sho uld 

be a great oppo rtunity for old boys to 

gathe1~ support IJ1e club and enjoy a few 

beers after th e final siren has sounded . 

Fo r all details about membersh ip , 

spo nsorsh ip, team o r training d eta ils 

please visit the website o r contact 

Mark Waddington: 

mwaddington@stpats.vic.eclu.au 

EDMUND RICE 
CAMPS GO OFF 
SHORE 
On Su nday Octobe r 29 at the Christian 

Brothers Re treat Centre, Amberley, a 

Commissioning service was held for 16 

young people who were to travel to India 

during November to help deve lo p the 

Edmund Rice Camp movement in other 

cou ntries. Amo ng the group o f volunteers 

was St Patrick's College O ld Boy J ere my 

Beggs (SPC 1994-1999) who has been 

heavily involved in Edmund Rice Camps 

since his Year 11 at the College. 

T he moving cere mo ny was a ttended by 

pare nts, families a nd the you ng peop le 

taking o n this service a nd culminated in a 

blessing by Br Frank H en nessy. He 

co mmended them in sharing the charism 

of Blessed Ed mund Rice in the irjourney 

a nd used eucalyptus o il in h is b lessing with 

the symbolism o f drawing the strength and 

freshness of Ausu-alian youth going o ut 

into other communities. 

T he volun teers were all requi red to 

commit LO the p rogramme by seU~funding 

the p roject and they have ach ieved their 

first goals with the help of their 

communities and personal sacrifice. 

The O CA have comm iued $3000 

annually to support old boys who take up 

the challe nge o f supporting the selfless, 

challe nging a nd sometimes perilo us work 

of the Christian Brothe rs. T he O CA 

commend Jeremy o n his personal 

commitme nt to social j ustice as he j o ins 

Class of2005 members Berna rd Wilson 

and Hayden O'Doherty working in Africa. 

Bernie Wilson (SPC 2000-2005) recently 

scaled Mt Kilimanjaro , the highest poin t of 

Afric,1. Be rn ie a nd Hayden O'Doheny are 

working with the Ch,·istian Brothe1'S in 

Tanzania. 

PAVILION 
APPEAL UPDATE 
Plans fo1· the constructio n of the OCA 

Main Oval Pavilio n are currently with 

Council and we are eagerly looking 

forward to obtain ing all necessary pen nies 

co e nable building work to commence in 

eady 2007. The project is being m anaged 

b)' curren t paren t Mr To ny Mc Master, a 

me mber of the College's Buildings 

Committee and Di,·ector of leading 

Ballara t firm, McMaster H omes. T he 

Pavi lion will provide the College with a 

much need ed fle xible learning space for 

student progra mmes as well as a fu nction 

cen tre and viewing space for events on tl1e 

Ma in O val. 

T hank )'O U to a ll members of the 

College community for your continued 

support o f this exciting proj ect Further 

updates will be outlined in the next 

edition of T he Shamrock. 

REUNION 
DINNERS 
Over the past months members of the 

OCA Executive have been busy staging 

reunion and regio nal d inners in Geelong 

a nd Bend igo. It was g reat to have over 20 

o ld boys a nd friends at the Bendigo 

Dinne r, proof that all of o ur old boy events 

can be a g reat success if all anendees 

comm it to 'bringing a friend ' . Not only 

d oes it help LO do uble the numbers but it 

also increases the connections with in the 
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Sketch of OCA Pavil ion 

group and always makes for some 

fascinating family, school ;ind wo1·k 

connections. 

In Term Four re unions were held for the 

Class of J 996, 1986 a nd 1976. The Class of 

1976 commenced planning for their 

reun io n in Decembe1· 2005 and were able 

to track down many ' long lost old boys·, 

thanks in no small part to the efforts o f 

Noel Ronan, Ed Sullivan and Brendan 

Maher. Tony Frawley provided much of the 

in itial momentum before heading off to 

Darwin to take up the position of CEO for 

the AFL (Northern Territo ry). Tony 

returned a couple of days prior to the 

nig ht a nd led the 'charge' in terms of 

celebrations - some of his peer'S were 

relieved to see him return orth to catch 

up on some sleep! 

FOUNDATION 
GOLF DAY 2006 
O n Sunday I ovember 12 close to 100 

players teed off in the Foundation 's 5th 

annual Golf Day. The event is a four 

person ambrose event and was played in 

g reat spirit with the course being 

p resented in excellent condition despite 

the recent hot and d ry weather. As ever all 

pla)•ers entered into the spir it of the clay 

a nd it was great to have Team Wiggles in 

attendance as we ll as the usual a rray of 

Hawaiian shirts o n d isplay! A num ber of 

famil)' teams were also in aLtenclance as 

well as a number of student teams who 

were competing for the ann ual 

Foundation Student Trophy. 
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Scor·ing on the day was particularly 

impressive with the team of Jake, Phillip 

and Tony Trevenen and family ring-in 

Mauhew Hills recording an amazing net 

score of 50.5 to win the handicap section. 

In second place was the team led by Chris 

Foley with a score of5l.125. Lee Iafrate, a 

regular supporter of the golf day, and his 

team saluted the j udge in third place with 

a score of 52.875. 

After four near misses Deputy 

Headmaster Rob Brennan led his team to 

victory in the non-handicap section with a 

sizzling score of 61 . In second place was 

team Haase (Kyle, Daryl, Neil and Corey) 

with a 65, beating team Waddington on a 

count back. 

Other prize winners on the day were: 

Shaun Lyle,Jason Lyle, 1ick Sculley and 

Mark Carey who won the Foundation 

Student Trophy and Nearest the Pin 

winners Don Moran, Tony Trevenen, 

Kevin Walsh and Peter O 'Connor. Longest 

d rive winners were Peter Hexter and 

Danny Dwyer. 

The Foundation Coif Day is always a 

great day primarily due to the broad range 

of players from the College community. 

Some teams comprised three generations 

of family members whilst others boasted 

old boys from all parts of the State. 

The day is also a great success thanks to 

the efforts of sponsors. Please try to 

support the sponsors who support the 

Foundation in its aim of assisting the 

College in providing the best possible 

learning facilities for students. 2006 

sponsors were: Mr Ron Jennings, Barker 

and Jennings Accountants, Leonie 

Spencer, Lifestyle Travel, Damian 

Franzman, Anglesea Golf Club,John 

Davis, Harvey Norman Elecu-ical, David 

Canny, Red Lion Bar and Bistro, Laurie 

and Helen Gillett, Men Only, Craig Haase, 

Ballarat Pro Shop and Mr Dennis Foley, 

Ballarat and District Trotting Club. 

The Foundation Coif Day will be held 

on Sunday November 11, 2007 at the 

Ballarat Golf Club. Please mark this date 

in your d iaries 
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FOUNDATION 
'HALLS OF 
HISTORY
DINNER WITH 
THE LEGENDS' 
2007 
The sixth annual 'Halls of History Dinner 

with the Legends' will be held on Saturday 

February 24, 2007 in the Old Assembly 

Area at the College. Keynote speaker on 

the night "~11 be Mark Nolan (SPC 1966-

71). Mark completed his HSC in 1971 , the 

same year as Premier Steve Bracks. After 

lea,fog the College, he studied Mechanical 

Engineering and worked with a number of 

mining company's in remote locations 

before making a return to 'civilisation'. His 

current role involves managing the 

company's oil ,ind g,is ,issPrs in A11str:1l ia a~ 

well as overseeing its network of over 1200 

service stations. Mark has worked for the 

organisation for over 30 years and has been 

involved in both exciting and challenging 

times including Bass Straight explorations, 

five years working in the US and the tragic 

Longford Gas Explosion in 1998. This was 

just months after he had taken up the role 

of Exxon Mobil's Operation Manager. 

Mark has four sons aged 14-23 and is an 

avid cyclist, riding to work each day and 

annually taking part in the 'Round the Bay 

in a Day' cycling event with a work team. 

Mark no doubt has many challenges ahead 

but is greatly enjoying leading one of the 

nation's most influential organisations. 

Otl1er old boys to be inducted on the 

night include Olympian Tony Benson (SPC 

1957-61) andjohn McArthur (SPC 1941-

44), who has been a pioneer in the Human 

Resource Management industry over the 

past thirty years. John's business is now one 

of the leaders in the growing human 

resource management field and John 

continues to lead from the front. The June 

issue of The Shamrock detailed John's role 

in the Athletic record breakers of 1944. 

As with past Legend's Dinners the night 

is sure to be a wonderfully entenaining 

night and a great opportunity to catch up 

\,~t11 old boys and friends from all eras. So 

please start rounding up your friends and 

family and make this a night to remember . . 

It could also be the last dinner to held in 

t.he old canteen area with the Pavilion 

coming on line for 2008. This is a night for 

all members of the community - old boys, 

partners, past parents and friends ofSPC. 

Your support for the Foundation is greatly 

appreciated. 

A Booking form and furt11er 

information about the Dinner are 

included with this edition of The 

Shamrock or can be obtained by 

contacting the Development Office. 

PAKENHAM 
RACES 2007 
The ua<liLiu11al OCA Race Day is again 

being organised by Gavan Bourke and will 

be held at Pakenham on Sunday January 21, 

2007. The day features the prestigious Br 

O 'Malley Welter and a race in memory of 

the late, great Da~d Bourke OAM. The day 

is a great opportunity to catch up witl1 

former SPC students and staff as well as 

enjoying fine food, wine and the odd flutter. 

Please put the date in your diary now, start 

getting your mates together and let's meet 

ac the 2007 Race Day. 

FROM THE 
ARCHIVIST 
Br Brian Davis 

1922 Head of the Lake 

With the early finish to the 2007 Rowing 

season due to the extended drought in 

Victoria it is tim e ly to look back in time t0 

the Head of the Lake, rowed on Lake 

Wendouree in 1922. At the time of writing 

this piece the last remnants of water have 

evaporated from the Lake leaving it dry 

for the first time since 1967. Whilst crews 

have been able to maintain some water 

based training at Newlyn Reservoir the big 

dry has predicated the decision to move 

'Boat Race' forward to Februar)' 17, 2007. 

Crews will complete their preparations for 

the big day at rowing camp in Horsham 

fromjanuaq, 21, a far cq· for the more 

gentlemanly pace of rowing training and 

racing in 1922! 

One of the memorabilia it.ems in the 

Museum Cabinet in the front foyer of the 

College is a silver oar presented to Bill 

Wilding (SPC 1918-1922), who was a 

member of the successful First Rowing 

Crew in 1922. His son, Br Bill Wilding, 

Headmaster of St Patrick's College from 

1979 to 1984 donated this item to the 

College Museum prior to his departure 

from the College. 

The three competing schools in 1922 

were St Patrick's College, Ballarat College 

and the Church of England Grammar 

School. The Cup, presented by Mrs W.D 

v\loolcott, which had to be won tlwee 

times, not necessari ly in succession, before 

becoming the property of any school, was 

won for the first time in 1921 by the 

Grammar School. 

The following is a report of the race 

from the 1922 College A1111ual: 'St 

Patrick's jumped away for the lead and 

were striking at a faster rme t11an the 

others. They soon had a length and half 

advantage, which was increased to about 

two lengths as the College sheds were 

passed. St Patrick's controlled the race 

from there and won by one and half 

lengths from Grammar School and 

Ballarat College'. 

Whilst we all pray for rain , part.iculady 

given the plight of our farmers, iL would 

also be wonderful to see one of the jewels 

returned to Ballarat's rich sporting crown; 

the excitement of 'Boat Race' day on Lake 

Wendouree. 

(Sources: Museum Cabinet; 1922 

Rowing Pho to; 1922 College Annual 

rvlagazine). 
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OLD BOYS IN 
THE NEWS 

• Congratulations to James Dickinson (SPC 

1999-2004) who has been starring since 

making his Isl XT debut in Premier League 

cricket with finals contenders Essendon. 

James has made some very timely 

conuibutions with bat and ball and joins a 

number of prominent old boys in the 

Premier League including Andrew 

Dickinson (SPC 1991-96), Michael Sheedy 

(SPC 1993 -98), Chris Sheedy (SPC I 998-

2003) and.Justin Graham (SPC 1989-94). 

James is sllldying Physiotherapy at La 

Trobe University alongside 2005 College 

Vice-Captain Dm~d Ronan who is gea1ing 

up for another season v.~th tl1e NOB-SPC 

Football Club. 

• Mr Matt De .Jo ng (SPC 1978-83) is 

currently Deputy Principal at St Mary's 

College, Katherine in the NonJ1ern 

1:erritoiy. Returning from Darwin recently 

with two studenlS on board, he had to 

evade an oncoming car. His actions saved 

his life and tl1at of his passengers, bul Matt 

has a broken pelvis. He is now in the Royal 

Adelaide Hospital and is likely to be out of 

action for me next tluee montl,s and on 

crutches for a fun.her tl1ree months. We 

wish Matt well for a speedy recove1y. 

• Biian Gleeson (SPC 1947-52) was recently 

featured in an article titled 'Medallisl's 

Tragic Fate' in the Mordialloc Chelsea 

Leader. The a1·ticle detailed his wo nderful 

sporting achievement of winning tl1e 

Brownlow Medal in 1957 as well as the 

agony of hm~ng his football career 

p1·ematurely e nded by a knee ir~ury in 

1958. The ankle cites St Patrick's College 

as being his ' breeding ground for being a 

disciplined footballer'. Needless to say 

Brotl1er O 'Malley's 'no bounce edicl' and 

m e consequences associated with breaking 

the edict wer·e pivotal in d eveloping this 

disciplined approach to the game! 

• David Hallam (SPC 1953-55) 

communicated his apologies for not being 

able to all.end tl1e Bendigo reunion dinner 

in October. David was kind enough to 

donate a number ofannuals, a McCarthy 
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House ribbon (atl1letic sporis) as well as 

some other pieces of memorabilia to me 

Archives. David is still in regular contact 

with Terry Brennan, Brian Dillon, Pal 

Moloney and.Jim O'Bierne. David notes 

that, 'altl1ough it is 50 years since I left St 

Pal's tl1e bonds are still in tacl v.~th these 

guys'. David was very exciled that he and 

wife Hilma were busy celebrating tl1e anival 

of tl1eir first grandchild in early Oclober'. 

• Stephen Holding (SPC 1984-89) is tl1e 

Administration Manager~ Field Air Group 

of Companies and the Ballaral Airport. He 

is living in Napoleons. 

• Jack Morganti (SPC 1946-50) returned to 

tl1e fold this year afler swmbling across a 

copy of The Shamrock. He has been li,fog 

in Queensland for tl1e pasl years and called 

into the College whilsl visiting Melbourne 

for a number of anniversary celebrations. 

• Great to hear from Br GeoffWhilefield 

(SPC 197Er80) who is a Primary School 

Principal in Tasmania. Geoff provided me 

following information about whal he has 

been up to - I began studying education 

after leaving St Pat's and joined the 

Ch1istian Brothers a year lale 1; Next year I 

will celebra te 25 years since jo ining. I have 

worked mainly in Pari sh schools. I taught 

twice in Ballarat: once at Villa Maria and 

once at StAlipius'. A good number of my 

Ballarat students :u·e now Sl Pat's old boys 

themselves! I have also taughl in 

Melbourne, Walgeu (in o utback NSW) and 

Tasmania where 1 have been appo inted 

P1incipal at two schools, botl1 in poore r 

suburbs, where hopefully 1 have helped 

promote me spirit of Eddie Rice. A couple 

of years back I had the wonder ful 

oppornmity of a sabbatical overseas where 

I experienced the ' third world ', living in 

Lima, Peru and Freetown Sie rra Leone 

(West Africa) and working ~th people in 

giant slums and refugee camps. I love 

reading the Shamrock and Green White 

and Blue and hearing what my old class 

mares and forme r sluclenis are up 10! 

• Chris Whitefield (SPC 1996-2001) is 

working as a Communications Officer for 

Centrelink. He has landed a role with an 

office address many of his peers are very 

envious of- Cavill Avenue Surfers 

Paradise! From all accounts he is well and 

trnly e1~oying life on the Gold Coast and 

has played host to many old boys including 

fom,e r SPC Rowi11g Coach David Stoll 

(SPC 1989-94) who is also living on the 

Coast. 

• R.imon Ashkar (SPC 1947-5 l) and his wife 

Elle n are celebrating their Golden wedding 

anniversary in.June 2007 and this ye.1r 

celebrated a very special family evenl when 

meir son Eugene was ordained as a Priesl at 

St Patiick's Cat11edral by the Archbishop of 

Melbourne on September 16. Fr Eugene is 

currently relie,~ng at St Gerard 's pa1ish in 

Nortl1 Dandenong. Rimon has a great 

connection to St Pauick's College - his 

parenlS were the owners of Ashkar's Pies in 

Sturt St1·eet, an exu·emely popular haunt of 

boarding students when mey were allowed 

clown tl1e street to ,~sit the doctor or 

clenti.sl. They were without doubt the best 

pies in Ballaral! At SPC Rim o n won a 

Newman Scholarship and studied law at tl1e 

Universily of Melbourne for 12 montl1s. 

Sadly his father passed away al this time and 

he returned to Ballarat LO help his motlier 

run me fam ily business. Rimon married 

Ellen in 1957 and they had nine children. 

Two of their beloved chilclr·en died whilsl 

young and tl1e family left Ballarat in 1967 

for the sun in Queensland when Eugene 

was jusl five. Rimon spent many years 

working in the Commonwealth Public 

Service holding high level positions in tl1e 

oflen volatile Tndus1r ial Relations field. 

Rirnon and Ellen are greatly enjoying 

retiremenl and looking fonvard to tl1eir 

big day in June next year - we all wish 

t11em well. 

• The Herald Sun on September 16 

contained a feawre article on Fatlier 

Anthony De nton (SPC 198489) titled, 

'Falher's fist of faith' . The article drew 

upon comparisons between his 

commiunent to faim and his commiunent 

to boxing. 'Boxing is about self-0iscipline, 

balance, courage and learning to judge 

sin1ations -1 see no conuadictions between 

that and what we believe and su·ive LO live as 

Christians·. Anthony has been boxing for 

12 monms and u-ains al the Ma1ibyrno ng 

Boxing Club. Antho ny is the Vocational 

Officer at St Patrick's Catlieclral and his 

boxing has enabled him lo cross paths with 

people from all walks of life. As he notes, 

'my involvement in boxing is pa1·tly 

motivated by my desire tl1at people see ilial 

P1ies1S are representatives of God who 

come from nonnal backgrounds and have 

nom1al inlerests' . 

• The ouistanding courage and 

determination of Class of 2006 graduate 

Antl10ny Draffin were chronicled in a 

mo,,ing back page a1·ticle in The Courier in 

Ocwber. Anthony lost his left eye in a freak 

accident when a golf ball he suuck 

rebounded off a fence post on the fam ily 

farm and struck him. Despite losing his 

sight he has continued to r·emain positive 

and has lhrown himself into his studies 

and his other great passion - C1icket. 

Anthony is a talented ofl'spinner and is 

playing 1st XI cricket for North Ballarat in 

the Ballaral Crickel Association. An tl1o ny is 

an inspiration to his team and school 

mates and has had to re-train himself to be 

able to field and bat at 1st XI standard. 

Howeve r with his cus1oma1y positive 

attitude he v.~11 overcome this challenge 

and will no doubt be looking to spin may 

baisman out on tl1e hard, dry wickets in 

season 2006/ 2007. 

• Ron Flynn (SPC 1957-59) is now ertjoying 

re tirement although he is still a regular 

,~sitor to tl1e College as a relief driver for 

Gold Bus, Ballarat. 

• Jason Hege,·t (SPC 1997-2002) has 

continued his .rise in me sport of cycling, 

competing in his first Herald Sun Tour in 

October. The seven day tour was raced ;n 

break neck speeds and whilst he did nol 

feature on the pocliurr, il was an invaluable 

experience for the rapid ly irnpro,fog 

cyclist.J ason was part of the seven member 

FRF Cour·iers Team. He was selected aft.er 

impressive perfom1ances in 1he Tour of 

Murray and the South Grampians Tour 

which he won in 2006. Riding against the 

likes of Robbie McEwen and winner Simon 

Gerrans was the fulfilment ofa boyhood 

dream for me young star and me first step 

in his goal of one clay representing his 

country. 

• Anot11er cyclist in tl1e news is Pauick Shaw 

(SPC 2003-2004) who capped off an 

exceptional season by being crowned 

'Sprint King' at tlie Tour of Tasmania. 

Pau·ick's sprinting blitz included capturing 

all 11 intermediate sprin ts and tl1e leading 

sprinter jersey at Stage 5 al La Trobe. The 

talented Victorian Institute ofSpon cyclist 
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was also named most aggressive rider in a 

stage of the Herald Sun Tour in which he 

finished ninth. Pau·ick is hop ing to 1·ide for 

an Italian team in Europe in 2007. 

• B1;an H ogan (SPC 1944-49) recently wo n 

the 2006 C Grade ett Championship at 

Eastern Sward Golf Club. Playing o ff,123 

handicap his nett scores fo r the four 

rounds were 73, 82, 74 and 77 for a total of 

306. Brian has been a playing member at 

Eastern Sward since 1997 hmrjng 

transferred from Churchill Park Golf Club. 

• T he rather besieged looking umpi1·e in the 

recent Lnternational Rules se1;es between 

Ausu-alia and Ireland was no ne other than 

St Pat's old bo)' Shane Mdne rney (SPC 

1983-88) . The series aw-acted a huge 

amount of interest for some of the wrong 

reasons and has been suspe nded for 2007. 

However it is important Lo keep the series 

eve nts in context and to recognise Shane's 

achievement in being selected to officiate, 

d ue reward for a n excellent AFL season in 

2006. Shane umpired the AFL G1-and Final 

in 2004 and continues to be regarded as 

one of the AFL's lead ing whistle blowers. 

• Brendan Maher (SPC 1971-76) has been 

appoimed as foundation Principal of the 

yet to be constructed Catholic primary 

school at Mt Clear. Brendan the curren t 

P1incipal at St Ali pi us Primary School is 

looking forward to working \1rjtl1 architects 

and pare nts to select staff and to consuu ct 

the school which \1~11 be located adjacent to 

Damascus College. T he school ,.,rjJI be tl1e 

first Catholic primar)' school to be built in 

the Ballarat Diocese since 1990. Brendan 

has worked in education for 27 years, 15 

years of which he has served as Principal. 

• Daniel l'vlo naghan (SPC 1976-80) is a snow 

sport instructor at Mt Bulle1· and Beaver 

Creek in Colorado, USA. He is also a 

tr-ainer and examiner for the Austr-alian 

Snow Professional Snow Sports Association 

and an Austr-alian represen tative at ln terski 

2007 in Korea. He also e njoys bike 1-aci.ng, 

skateboarding and surfing. 

• Pe te r Nolan (SPC 1995-2000) continues to 

make great strides in his professio nal 

golfing career. Afterjust missing the cut at 

a numbe1· of tournamen ts in 2005/2006 he 

recorded a vet)' encouraging four round 

total o f 290 (4 over) at the Austr-alian 
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Masters at Huntingdale in November. With 

scores of 71, 71, 72 and 76 o n the testing 

layou t Peter appears to have a very b1igh t 

future in 1he game. 

• Lot5 of old boys news from tl1e Hampden 

Football League courtesy of our many 

scribes in the region. In September tl1e 

Warrnambool Standard featured an article 

o n Nick H ider (SPC 1988-89 ) titled 'Mr 

U ntouchable'. 1 ick retired at tl1e end of 

season 2006 havinge1~oyed a stellar 

football career which took him to the AFL 

(four games 11~tl1 Coll ingwood and a stint 

in the Geelong Reserves under Malcolm 

Blight) and to t11e status of legend in 

Count!)' football. Nick spent two years at 

tl1e College and states in the article that ' it 

was at St Patrick's College 1.hat l blossomed 

as a footballer '. Playing under coach 

Gerard Ryan he only lost two games in his 

two )'Cars and was noted as a skilful and 

cour-ageous player who w'as a prolific ball 

winner. In counU)' football Nick's record is 

perhaps only surpassed by tl1e College's 

o ther 'Legend ' of bush foocy Tony Hickey 

(SPC 1979-81) wh o was still winning 

League Best and Fairests into his forties! 

ick wo n two Maskell Medals, was runne r 

up t"rjce, has won eight club best and fairest 

awards, played in a premiership at 

Campe1-d0\,~1 and had a n umber of near 

misses at Ko roit and Warrnambool. Nick is 

looking forward to a well earned retiremem 

and spending more time ,,rjth partner 

Linda and childrenjeremey and Zac. 

• In a fitting segue, Warmambool Football 

Club have appointed Dustin McCorkell 

(SPC 1997-98) as their Senior Coach for 

2007. Dustin has been a h ighly successful 

player at a number of levels including stints 

with Nortl1 BaUarat (VFL), Broad beach 

(QSFL) and Geelong West. He is tl1e third 

gener-ation of his family to pull o n the 

famous navy blue j umper with g1-andfather 

Ron and father Peter being past Best and 

Fairest "~nners at tl1e Club. At 26 he 

recognises t11at it is a big challenge, 

however he gained invaluable experience 

in 2006, spending the year recuper-ating 

from a sea5on e nding knee i1~ury in 

Round l. Dustin 's four years under Gerard 

FitzGer-ald (SPC 1973) \~II no doubt shape 

his coaching philosophies as 11rjl1 time 

spent " rjth Ger-a1·d Ryan at St Pat's. 

• Leon Lrnch (SPC 1953-55) has been 

retired for five years after 20 years of share 

farming and 22 years of working for the 

Northern Grampians and Ka ra-Ka ra 

Sh ires. He has been married to "~fe Kath 

for 44 years a nd has seven ch ild ren and 11 

grandchildren. He has lived around St 

Arnaud all his life but now enjoys his 

annual t11ree month car-avan ho liday to 

Queensland each year. He is a very keen 

la1,~1 bowler and spends any spa re time he 

has working o n the greens at his local club. 

• Dr j o hn Stekelenburg (SPC 1974-79) has 

won another world championsh ip! John is 

a highly deco1-ated barefoot water skie r 

and won the Over 35 Barefoot \>\/orld Title 

in Seattle .Joh n, who won the title in 1999, 

trains on tl1e Barwon River and won t1·1e 

Austr-alian rjtle in Ap1il. He is already 

aiming for the next wo rld titles in Italy in 

2007, after which he may consider 

retire me nt. 

• The sports pages of The Courier in 

December profiled Xa\rjer Watson (SPC 

1996-200 1) who is enjo)~ng a wonder fol 

year ,~ th North Balla1-at in tl1e Balla1-at 

Cricket Association. Xa,~er has stepped up 

from the hard \,~cket competition club 

VRJ-Delacombe to play lUif cr·icket al 

North Balla.rat 11rjtJ1 o ther· o ld boys Pe ter 

Cartledge and Michael FitzGerald. Xa~er 

had his grounding in turf c1icket on the 

Main Oval under the tutelage of current 

Directo r of C1icket Mr Damian McKee and 

is a talen ted keepe1°batsman. Xa,rjer is 

working as a mine guide at Sovereign Hill. 

WEDDINGS, 
ENGAGEMENTS, 
BIRTHS, 
BEREAVEMENTS 

SPC Weddings 
• Brick-David (SPC1991-96) and Phoebe 

McDo nagh celebrated their wedding in 

the beautiful bush garden of the 

McDo nagh family at Merton, Victod a on 

November 25, 2006. The wedding 

ceremony was followed by a garden party 

and bush dancing. 

David and Phoebe Brick 

• Dunne - Mark (SPC 1987-92) married 

Ka rina Leon (SPC staff 2006) o n 

Saturday November 18 in the College 

Chapel. Karina duly 1·eponed for work 

two days later to ensure her students 

were ready for exams! 

SPC Engagements 
Tell usyour news!! 

SPC Births 
• Ryan - Patrick (SPC 1988-93) and 

Shelley welcome Lily Ma1·garet, born at 

the Hamilton Hospital on December 5, 

2006. A little sister for Molly, Isabel and 

Matthew. 

• Vanderkley- David (SPC 1992-1997) 

a nd wife Kyle were thrilled to a nnounce 

the arrival of their first child , Cha rlie 

Theo Vanderkley on J une 19, 2006. A 

nephew for Mark (SPC staff and student 

1985-90) 

SPC Deat hs 
• Mr Tony Conti, a lo ng time pa5sionate 

supporter of the Nonh O ld Boys and 

NOB-SPC in 2006 passed away at the start 

of October. Condolences to Mrs Conti, 

Robert, Bruno and their fam ilies. Mr 

Conti's two sons Robert and Bruno are 

favourite sons of the Club and while Mr 

Conti d idn 't attend a lot of their games, 

when he was the re, he'd <]u ietly view the 

game and offe r an affirming gesture to 

players after the game; win lose or cir-aw. 

In the mid-80s, at a time when multi

cultural values and respect were not so 

prevalent or sha red, Mr Conti was a 

fan tastic role mode l for the studen ts who 

attended St Joseph 's College 11~th his sons 

and continued on to play football with 

North Old Boys. This sense of 

appreciation and respect fo r people, no 

matter their background fo rms the 

fou ndatio n that makes our club the 

welcoming community it has been for a 

lo ng time and continues to be today. It 

should never be u nderestimated. 

• Mrs Maureen Gibcus passed away o n 

Thursday September 28 after a long 

battle wi th cancer. The College extends 

its deepest sympath ies to husband Ha rry 

Gibcus (SPC past staff member) and sons 

Darren (SPC 1985-1986), Steven (1985-

1990) and Wayne (SPC 1997-1992). 

Aunty to Kane (Year 12) and James 

Crocker (Year 9). 

• Peter.John Kenny (SPC 1945-1948) died 

on August IO, 2006. Peter was the third of 

four brothe rs from a farm at Yarroweyah, 

who attended St Patrick's following 

Byrne,.Jim a nd later, Ge1-ald. As a boy 
Peter developed a vcr)' strong th rowing 

arm and was a fi ne axe-man. As a boarder 

at St Pat's he was an excellent studen t, 

and in tl1e Athle tics team excelled in the 

Shot Putt. After St Pa tricks Peter stud ied 

Electrical Engineering at Geelong and 

after graduating, in itially worked a round 

Victoria. Geelong had however become 

his home town. On August 24, 1957 he 

married Barbara Jeffs at St. Mar)"s 

Geelong, and so commenced nearly 49 

years of marriage, living always in 

Geelong. Peter devoted h imself to his 

wife and family of five children, and his 

love for h is family and the care oflhem 

was ever present. As a person he was 

happy by nature, renowned for his 

amazing memory, and always able to see 

good and value in most situations. As an 

Elecu·ical Engineer Peter worked for 

Ford Moto r Company and The 

International Harvester Company, in 

later life in Private Practice. He was a vet)' 

capable Engineer; with exceptional 

integrity and work skills, and great 

p ractical expertise in all things 

engineering. Peter in his long illness 

remained stoic and understanding of life, 

and lo)'al to his own strong principles. H is 

,,~re Barbar-a, as during the whole of their 
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married life, was totally supportive of him 

in his illness. The numbers at his 

Requie m Mass were indicative of h is high 

standing in the community. 

• James McCarthy was born in Gee long and 

attended St Patrick's Primar)' School in 

Geelong West in 1917 befo1·e attending St 

Mary's Technical School in Central 

Geelong from 1918 to 1926. After 

completing h is u·aining as a Brotl1er he 

taught for eigh t years in Queensland a nd 

eleven in Melbourne before arriving in 

Ballarat. at the age of thirty six. He spent 

sixteen years from 1949 to 1964 teaching 

al St: Patrick's Primary School in 

Drummond Street and living at St 

Patrick's College. After o ne year at 

Whyalla in South Australia, he spent the 

remain ing forty one years of his life in 

Western Australia, where he died on the 

eve of his 95th birthday. 

• Father Kevin O 'Brien, priest of the 

Diocese ofBallarat, died on Sunday, 

September 24 at the age o f seventy-five. 

Fr O'Brien had been retired since 1997 

anu had nuL cr0uycu guuu hcalt.h in 

recent times. Ordained in 1975, Father 

served as Assistant Priest, Parish Priest 

and Administrator in the parishes o f 

Mild ur-a, Wannambool, Ballarat East, 

Harrow, Nhill, Warracknabeal, Casterton 

and the Cathedral parish. Father 

O'Brien's Funera l was conduct.eel a t St 

Mary's Church, Colac on October 2 at l l 

am and was followed b)' the Burial at 

Moonlight Heads Cemetery. 

• Douglas White, father of Pam Waight, 

Gi-andfatherofTristan (Year· 12), Nathan 

(Year 10) and Jamie-Lee (Year 8) passed 

away on September 16. 

The College and Old Collegians 

Association extend its deepest sympathies 

to all family and friends of departed O ld 

Boys and friends of the College. We ask 

that you remember them and their 

families in your praye rs. 
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