


the SHAMROCK 

Welcome to the third edition of The 
Shamrock for 2007. The last term has been 
an extremely busy and exciting time for all 
parts of the College community. Teaching 
staff have continued their work to further 
enhance the academic and spiritual culture 
of the College, students have been busy 
winning academic prizes, staging fantastic 
musicals and experiencing sporting glory 
in football, soccer, rugby union, squash and 
racquetball. 

The College has literally been a 
construction zone this term with safety 
fencing in place around much of the 
College. The Buildings Committee have 
been extremely busy overseeing works 
including the installation of a new fire 
service for the College and the completion 
of the Miller Wing Science and Technology 
refurbishment project on September 13-
0f great excitement to members of the 
Old Boys community will be the news that 
work on the Pavilion has commenced in 
earnest-the concrete slab was poured on 
September 10 and the frame will soon be 
in place. All who have viewed the slab have 
been most impressed by the size of the 
Pavilion which will become a wonderful 
home for OCA events in years to come. 

As ever there is a wealth of student, 
sporting and cultural news from Ballarat 
and beyond ... please enjoy! 
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FROM THE 
HEADMASTER 
Building- Bricks and Mortar, 
Hearts and Minds 

-

While much of the talk around school has been of building 

works, we have also been involved in building the hearts and minds 

of our young men, through our curriculum focus and through our 

Edmund Rice tradition. 

At the start of the year~ St Patrick's College hosted the annual 

gathering of College Captains from the Christian Brothers schools 

of Australia. Our Board Chair, Mr Frank Nola n, has been engaged 

in meetings with other Board chairs from our Edmund Rice 

Education network,just as I have had regular meetings with the 

Heads of Edmund Rice Schools of Australia . T his month, the 

College hosted the inaugural Edmund Rice Network Gathering with 

the Congregational Leader, Br Philip Pinto, as keynote speaker. The 

gathering was organised by SPC Staff member Mr Danny 

Moore,(SPC 1983-84), facilitated by Br Gerry Brady (SPC 1965--70) 

and attended by current and past students from a variety of 

ministries. Currently 2006 Vice Captain of the College, Bre nton 

Carey, with the support of the Old Collegians Association, is 
working as a volunteer in Tanwnia at Edmund Rice Sinon 

Secondary College. 

On a weekly basis our students travel to Melbourne to tutor 

migrants and refugees at the Edmund Rice Centres at St Albans. 

Our senior students u·ain as leaders for the Edmund Rice Camp 

movement f01· disadvantaged children. Our major fundraiser each 

year raises significant amounts of money to support these initiatives. 

I remind our community in this Shamrock that belonging to the 

Edmund Rice tradition is core to what we hope to build in our boys 

and we take it sel"iously. 

EREA: The tradition continues but the 
names change 

On October 1, St Patrick's College, along with the otl1er 35 

Colleges 0\\11ed by the Congregation of Chl"istian Brothers, will 

move to governance through a national body; Edmund Rice 

Education Australia - EREA. On a day-to-day-basis, tl1is will have no 

visible impact on the College, but the Board will see a d ifference in 

accountabilities, and a growing sense of national identity. For some 

years now, College Captains have held a national conference in 

January, Heads and Board Chairs have met annually, and Heads 

have had an annual conference. The major responsibility of EREA, 

other than ensuring compliance with state, fed eral and Church 

legislation and accountabilities, is the fidelity of the schools to the 

u-adition of Edmund Rice. 

This traditio n is encapsulated in the 

cultural characteristics ofan Edmund Rice 

school, defined in the Charter to which we 

ascribe. An Edmund Rice school ,,~ II be 

characterised by: 

• Holistic education: offering integrated 

development thmugh quality teaching 

and learning. 

• Spirituality: nurturing and encouraging a 
sense of the sacred in each ind ividual. 

• Faith in action: calling to engage in the 

world as a response to one's relationship 

witll Cod. 

• Community: bind ing to tl1is unique group 

of gifted people. 

• Pastoral care: respecting the dignity of 

each person as the presence of Cod. 

• Service of others: fulfilling 1.he call of 

Christ to each of his followers . 

• Beingjust: actingj ustly, modelling fairness 

and when required, challenging society's 
practices and values. 

• At tl1e margins: seeking out and 

supporting those who are in most need. 

• Compassion: being moved to act to upli ft, 

to suffer 1,~th, to reconcile, and to restore 

dignity. 

• Stewardship: valuing all that is enmrsted to 
us and working LO bring all tl1ings to tl1e 

fullness of Cod. 

• Reflective practice: accepting responsibility 

to reflect on our actions, su·uctures and 

processes in the light of the Gospel. 

It is by these criteria that we will be j udged 
as we move forward a5 the Edmund Rice 

schools of Att5trnlia. They have fo1med an 

underpinning for our Str-ategic Plan, and 

Vision, Mission and Values statements. We 

have much to celebrate and much for which 

we should be grateful. 

The Christia n Brothers themselves on 
October I move to o ne province, that of 

Oceania, which ,~ II include Austr-alia, New 

Zealand, Papua-New Guinea, East Timor, 

the Cook Islands, and the Philippines. 

T here is much change taking place and 

many decisions yet Lo be arrived at, so 
your prayerful su pport for leaders in 

these important initiatives will be 

gratefully received. 
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Br RM Miller Wing 
Refurbishment 

This month the College took delivery of 

the refurbished Miller Wing: five science 

laboratories and five technology rooms, in 

time for the commencement of Term 

Four. The work was carried out by Bill 

Flynn (SPC 1944) and Peter Flynn (SPC 

1976-81) ofW.M.Flynn and is outstanding 

in its transformation of the 1960s and 

1980s construction into state of the art 

learning centres. The lifting of the top 

floor ceiling, the use of glazing 1.0 le t the 

lig ht th rough both floors, and the newly 

constructed design room all add to make 

this facility welcoming and a great space 

for se,·ious work. The technology a rea now 

matches the standard of work of our staff 

and students and will enhance our 

reputation for cate1·ing for boys of all 

interests, including vocational and 

academic pUI·suits. 

Essential Services 

Accompanying the works on the Miller 

Wing, the College has completed major 

works on fire services, gas services, 

electrical supply and wate r supply. The 

$322,000 fire service upgrade required an 

800mm deep tre nch e ncircling the entire 

building stock of the College. We have had 

hydrants popping up unexpectedly and 

hose reels in all sorts ofunthought of 

places. Intrusive as they arc, at least we 

know that we are compliant with the CFA's 

strict regulations, in p lace for the safety of 

our· students and staff. 

Turning off forty-year-old sections of the 

gas supply to enable the Miller works to 

proceed led to the situation whereby we 

could not turn the supply back on because it 

was no longer compliant with today's 

standards! T he Miller Wing and Pavilion 

works also necessitated a new elecuicity sub

station-and a few more extensive trenches! I 

was impressed by the way the different 

contractors negotiated their way over/ 

through each others' open trenches! 

To round off essential services, the 

drought-proofing of our grounds ha5 been 

boosted by the installation of a second bore, 
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beside Nangle House and the first of our 

,v-ater tanks, also beside Nangle House. 

These installations will give us the capacity to 

choose rainwater, bore water or town water 

or combinations of these as approp1iate. 

Most of the property is now on automated 

sprinklers for maximum efficiency of water 

usage and staff man-hours. 

Kind Regards 

Peter M Casey 

DEVELOPING 
ACADEMIC 
RIGOUR AND 
IMPROVING 
ACADEMIC 
OUTCOMES 
Mr Steven J. O'Connor, Deputy Headmaster 

St Pauick's College is committed to 

'excellence in education for all boys' and 

therefore, 'aims to re nect best practice in 

teaching and learning at local, state and 

national levels' . (Excerpts from St Pau·ick's 

College Teaching & Learning Policy, 2005 

and St Pau·ick's College Strategic Plan 2006-

20 I 0) . The College continues to strive to 

improve its efforts in this important area 

and has enjoyed some pleasing results from 

individual students over recent years. 

Recently the College underwent a 

triennial review under the auspices of the 

Christian Brothers' Education Commission. 

The results of this review were 

overwhelmingly very positive and 

reassuring. The review report.eel that St 

Pauick's College, Ballarat is characterised by 

a strong and happy community and that the 

bO)'S 'are served by a dedicated and hard 

working staff. (St Patrick's College CBEC 

Re,~ew, 2006) The Review does however 

note tl1e following about the culture and 

acaclem.ic work of the College: 

• that the College should make better use 

of the academic statistics a nd evide nce 

available to it in improving its Teaching 

and Learn ing; and 

• that more work can be d one to address 

the academic needs o f all students, 

particularly with the inclusive enro lment 

policy of the College. 

In the light of this background, the 

following areas have been discussed in 

detail by the acade mic staff in o rder to 

improve Teaching and Learning and the 

acad emic o utcomes for all boys at St 

Patrick's College, Ballarat. 

Building an Academic 
Culture at the College 

The College plans to shine the spotlight 

on academic e ndeavour and achievements 

(as well as continuing to acknowledge the 

g reat wo rk being done in other areas such 
as sport, social just.ice and the art5) via 

regular College Assemblies and the 

inu·oduction of a series of academic 

awards recognising both outstanding items 

of work and sustained academic effort and 

endeavour. Meeting regularly with boys 

will enable the Headmaster and staff to 

reinforce the importance of striving for 

excelle nce in all College activities, through 

presenting awards and certificates, as well 

as addressing o tl1er important issues 

related to encouraging students to su·ive 

for acade mic success. 

Teaching and Learning 

The development of a consistent 

approach to Teaching and Learning and an 

academic framework model across the three 

Schools and the who le College will be of 

significant benefit to students. Teaching 

staff and st1,1clents will develop their 

understanding and application of (some of) 

Costa's Habits of Mind and Bloom's Revised 

Taxonomy as this "~ll leacl to highe r order 

th inking and improved academic outcomes. 

Our boys should begin witl1 the following 

Habits of Mind: Pe rsistence, Sui,~ng for 

Accuracy; and Managing lmpulsivity. 

The College will continue to examine the 

implications of issues relating to best 

practice for boys' education and has already 

booked specific Professional Development 

sessions for 2008 \1~th tl1is in mind. 

It is impo rtant that the College looks to 

build a reading, speaking and writing 

culture amongst our boys. Evidence 

supports tl1e notion that boys across the 

board are behind female students in tl1e 

areas of literacy and writing; as a boys only 

school, it is important that we address tl1is 

issue in an on-going ma nner and continue 

to improve the literacy levels of our boys as 

they move through the College. The 

introduction of silent reading periods for 

students and staff in the J unior and Middle 

Schools in Semester Two 2007 has been well 

received by students and is already starting 

to produce positive outcomes for boys. 

The College is also looking at ways of 

maximising the teach ing and learning 

time and will examine the worth of some 

activities that eat in to class time. When in 

class we want to ensure that we a re 

providing the best quality learning 

environment possible for our boys. The 

College will continue to maintain high 

expectations therefore of student 

behaviour and will not accep t mediocrity 

from our boys. 

The College Teaching staff have thrown 

their support behind tl1ese initiatives as they 

are committed to optimising the academic 

o utcomes for the boys at St Paui ck's 

College. Staff are keen to further the 

pam1ership with parents in achieving these 

outcomes and tl1e College will continue to 

work closely witl1 parents to facilitate strong 

academic outcomes for all boys. 

The College will continue to encourage 

all students to suive for personal excellence 

in all fields of endeavour, but it is essential 

that the pursuit of academic excellence is 

cenm1l to the mission of the College. The 

College has a rich tradition of academic 

excellence, producing some of the nation's 

finest minds and through tl1ese and otl1er 

steps, this rich tradition "~II undoubtedly be 

enhanced by some of tl1e leading scholars 

of today; and tomorrow. 
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COLLEGE LEADERSHIP 2008 
The Headmaster recenlly announced the appointment of Thomas Kavanagh as College 

Captain for 2008. 

Thomas has great support from students and staff alike, borne of his whole-hearted 

participation in study, sport and other aspects of College life over lhe pasl five years. 

Thomas will be supported by Seamus Herrick and Jack Ferguson as Vice Captains. Seamus 
and Jack share Thomas' enthusiasm for all that is valued in the College. The College 

thanks the boys for their acceptance of the responsibility of leadership. 

Following elections conducted by the Australian Electora l Commissio n the following 

Student Leadership appointments were also made for 2008. 

2008 College Captain Thomas Kavanagh (centre) with 
Vice Captains Seamus Herrick and Jack Ferguson 

Student Congress President 
Michael Keem (Keniry) 

Congress Secretary 
Bernard Kuek (Ryan) 

Congress Treasurer 
Timothy M ilroy (Ryan) 
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Glenn Kirby 
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Year8 

\li1chell Jantzen 

Zach,u-y \\'cigbtman 
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Thank you to Mr Steven O'Connor who has managed the leadership appoinunent process 
in a comprehensive and timely manne r. 
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Captain 

Daniel Ross-Smi1h 

Vice Captains 

Ignatius Crittenden 

,\ndre\\' ;\lci'\iece 

Year 11 

Julian r\nmod 

Brendan Wilcox 

Year 10 

\.latliew.Jamcs 

Be,~jamin \\'a1son 

Year9 

Harrison Bardwell 

Jacob l'nkins 

Year8 

'.\la11hew Lewis 

·Luke Polmcar 

Captain 

i\la11 he"· Gillc-11 

Vice Captains 

Liam Russell 

Richard Baun 

Year 11 

Patrick Adcncy 

Benjamin '.\kOwa11 

Year IO 

Samuel \lorrissey 

Daniel ?llcDonald 

Ycar9 

Nick O'Brien 

Adam Spencer 

Year8 

Alexander E,·a 

J acob Reinde,·s 

Captain 

Liam Toohey 

Vice Captains 

Hugh Spencer 

Damien Farrell 

Year 11 

Tom Campbell 

Stephen Kirby 

Year 10 

Andrew Clifton 

Joshua Harris 

Year9 

Regan Boyce 

Thomas Stapleton 

Year8 

Jordan Atkinson 

James Gilbert 

WAR OF THE 
WORLDS 

On Saturday August 18 the amazing 

musical talent of students, staff and o ld 

boys was on show during the production 

of.Jeffrey Wayne's 'War of the Worlds' . The 

score was arranged for the Senior Concert 

Band by Chris McGillen and Mr Hugh 

McKelvey, with the Wilding Wing 

transformed into a n apocalyptic 

environme nt through the creative genius 

of Mr Fred Spit.tie, Mr Glenn Fisher and 

KRC Trainee Joshua Pearson. Narrator for 

the evening was renowned Ballarat 

performer Peter Freund, whose vocal 

talents were complemented by the 

haunting ly.-ics sung with great feeling by 

Mrs Sarah Dwyer and Old Collegian 

Gareth Prosser. 

The appreciative crowd was also 

entertained by Phunk PSI who got 

everyone in the mood with three numbers 

from their expanding repertoire of 

original scores. The achievement of the 

Senior Concert Band in performing 'War 

of the Vllorlds' in such an outstanding 

manner must be acknowledged; tlie boys 

played for almost an hour without a break 

and kept the audience spellbound with the 

range of tale nt showcased throughout the 

performance. A selection of pieces from 

the show was replayed for the wider 

College comrnun.ity at the annual Ans 

Assembly. Congrawlations to Di,·ector of 

Music Mr Hugh McKelvey and the Senior 

Concert Band on such a fine performance. 
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STAFF 
FORMATION 
Mrs Maree Moore -Acting Director of Mission 

Central to our mission of being an 

authentic Catholic school in the tradition 

of Blessed Edmund Rice, it is critical that 

staff spend time reflecting upon what it 

means to educate boys ,vithin this context. 

In August all staff at the College enjoyed 

two challenging and enriching clays 

reflecting upon the Catholic traditions 

that are central to the Mission of the 

College at a residential retreat at the 

picturesque Lake Dewar Lodge at 

Myrniong. The success of the expe1-ience 

reflected the quality of the preparation 

undertake n by the Mission Team and the 

College's Professional Development 

Committee. Day One facilitator S1· Liz 

Dowling was engaging, informative and 

sympathe tic and her messages from the 

Gospel of Luke were clearly extolled. 

The feedback on Day Two workshops 

from Mr Peter Hay, Sr Mary Dennett, Ms 

Suzette Herft and Dr Rose Marie Prosser 

was extremely positive. The workshop 

presentations further highlighted how 

Goel is revealed. Through discussion, 

reflection and story, participants were 

invited to explore how the presence of 

Goel can be encountered. 

Thank you to Mr Stephen Hill and Mr 

John Christie, to Mark Walsh in his absence 

and to the other members of the Mission 

Team for their leadership in this important 

area of College life . Thank you sincerely to 

our families, who greatly support staff in 

engaging in such professionally enriching 

learning expeliences. 

In our Christian Brothe rs' tradition it is 

inte resting to note that hospitality used 

always be a hallmark of Edmund's 

communities. Compassion was always at 

the heart of Edmund Rice's commitment 

to liberate through education and so it was 

particularly apt to hear Sr Liz Dowling 

quoting from our Mission Statement, in so 

doing, combining Luke's lived message of 

J esus with our transmitted example from 
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Edmund: 'We develop young men who will 

serve the College and shape society with 

compassion and justice - Our vision and 

mission are underpinned by our 

community's commitment to bear witness 

to the following shared values as modelled 

by Jesus Christ and Edmund Rice: justice, 

commitment and endeavour, honouring 

diversity, compassion and honesty.' 

Some of the key messages shared by Sr 

Liz from Luke's Gospel included: 

• Splanchnizomai: original Greek in 

Luke's Gospel for Jesus' compassion as a 

response from the de pths of one's being 

- visceral; 

• Aphesis (Greek): release - setting the 

prisoners free, raising the downtrodden, 

uplifting the poor; 

• Makarios (Greek) : blessed. Traditionally 

the rich and powerful were the makarios, 

the blessed and God-like, but.Jesus 

proposed that it was the poor and the 

outcast who were truly the blessed; 

• Rachamim (Hebrew) : compassion. The 

word comes from the root 'rechem', 

meaning a mothe r's womb, so we have an 

image of me rcy and compassion as 

womblike love. This influences Luke's 

unde rstanding of compassion as a gut

wrenching response; and 

• Compassion: from the Latin meaning to 

actually suffer witl1 someone, but defined 

in English now as pity inclining one to 

help or be merciful (OED) . It pales in 

significance when o ne reflects on the 

original Gospel intention. 

The fo1·mation experience, whilst a 

break from classes for students and staff, is 

timely in reinforcing for all staff their role 

as educators in modelling the Gospel 

values of Jesus Christ and in teaching in a 

manner tha t extols the Catholic traditions 

of the College and the charism of Blessed 

Edmund Rice. Coming back to College 

after such a rich and thought provoking 

experience, the life of the community is 

given a renewed vigour and insight. 

KOKODA TRAIL 
EXPEDITION: 
A PERSONAL 
REFLECTION 
Miss Ria Coffey 

A group of eight St Patrick's students, 

three teachers, and nine other companions 

left the College in the wee hours of Friday 

June 29 to embark on an experience ofa 

lifetime. We were to walk the Kokoda track, 

in remembrance of the brave Australians 

who had fought along tl1e track to defend 

our country during \Norld War 2. 

When we flew into Pon Moresby, the 

capital city of Papua New Guinea, I walked 

out of the airport and my first thoughts 

were on how nice the weather was, what all 

the red stuff all over the concrete was, and 

why 1.he Papua New Guinea men were 

carrying massive mache tes? 

As we travelled to the Hohola Youth 

Developme nt Centre, our accommodation 

for the next two days, I was overwhelmed by 

the state of the streets and the Jack of 

apparent road rules. Every car had huge 

dents in it; every ute, bus and truck had at 

least a dozen passengers, some standing on 

the back bumper bar others sitting in 

\,~nclows. The roads were absolute mayhem! 

The 'reel stuff' that seemed to cover 

eve,)'thing was linked to the local custom 

of chewing betel nutjuice. This involves 

chewing the nut ofa particular tree with 

lime and mustard. The combination of the 

substances results in a drug induced 

euphoria and sadly it seemed that a 

significant proportion of tl1e population 

indulged in the habit. 

During our two night acclimatisation 

in Port Moresby we visited Cheshire 

Homes for the disabled, assisting the 

patients and passing on a donation of 

money raised by the stud en ts. Later that 

clay expatriate Christian Brothe rs Trevor 

Gibbons (who taught at St Patrick's in 

the 1960s) and Tony Hamilton (NSW) 

joined our expedition. 

We spent a couple of nights in Port 

Moresby before flying over the 

magnificen t Owen Stanley Mountain 

Range to Kokocla. The n ext three days 

were the hig hlight of my trip. We stayed in 

the village of Saga, near Kokoda a nd were 

welcomed into the lives and homes of the 

people living there. They were amazing; so 

friendly, generous and happy. The boys 

ran cr·icket and footy clinics and the whole 

group enjoyed learning more about the 

cul ture and lives of these beautiful people. 

Students at St Pau·ick's as well as the 

Ballarat Apex Club had raised funds to 

assist in sending some local ch ild1·en to 

secondar)' school. A venture of this 

magnitude is out of reach for most 

village rs. This offer of help was received 

gratefully by the villagers. 

Eventually the clay came to start the 

Kokocla track and the first clay was perhaps 

the hardest day of my life. It involved ten 

hours of climbing up hills with a 20 

kilog ram pack o n! At the encl of the day 

the sense of satisfaction and achievement 

was enormous. I knew th at if I could get 

through a clay su ch as this, then I could 

get through anything. 

Each clay continued like this, more 

climbing uphill, then going downhill, 

then going uphill , then going downhill. 

And each nigh t we wo uld camp in another 

gorgeous little village with friendly 

people. On o ne such night we we re 

ente rtained by the harmonic voices of the 

villagers in Naduri. 

It was not all as easy as it may sound, 

most of the group suffered some form of 

illness, and the lack of variety of food and 

fresh food was a struggle for many. The 

toilets (when available), did not quite 

meet health and safety standards and 

there were rats, spide rs and snakes along 

the way. 

The re were some beautiful sights along 

the track and at many times the group 

stopped to ren ect o n the amazing 

achieveme nt of the soldie rs who fought in 

such atrocious conditions, and in such 

constant pain, and struggled so bravely to 

defend Australia. 
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The track was hard but to complete the 

walk was incredibly satisfying. The feeling 

we got on reaching Ower's Corner was 

amazing. We were finished and the relief 

felt by all tour members was immense. 

I know I needed some serious sanitation 

and I th ink the boys all enjoyed the greasy 

chicken and chips once we got back to 

Port Moresby. The whole experience was 

unforgettable, both for the amazing 

highlights and the challenges and sad 

sights and experiences that it generated. 

Students involved in the trek were: 

Thomas Campbell, Edward Long,James 

Vallance.Jack Ferguson, Ignatius 

Crittenden, Ambrose Crittenden, Patrick 

Smardon and Jonathan Walter. I feel so 

very fortunate that I had the opportunity 

to complete such an amazing trip with 

eight remarkable young men and a group 

of such wonderful people - including my 

inspirational mother! 

EDMUND RICE 
NETWORK 
GATHERING 

On the weekend of September 22 and 23, 

St Patrick's College, hosted an Edmund Rice 

Network Gathering for delegates from 

Victoria, Tasmania, New Zealand, Papua 

New Guinea and Rome. The Network which 

covers all the Edmund Rice Ministries is 

populated by people whose lives are 

animated by the cha1ism of Edmund Rice. 

Delegates spent time explo1ing what lies at 

the heart of being a sister or brother in the 

Edmund Rice Network. 

By way of the heart, worldwide 

Congregation Leader of the Christian 

Brothers, Br Philip Pinto, was the keynote 

speaker for the conference and left an 

indelible impression upon the hearts and 

minds of all delegates. As a young brother, 

Philip's extensive travel and experience 

impressed on him how much the poor 

suffe1: As a result he has dedicated his life's 

work to bringing fullness of life to those 

positioned at the margins. 

The staff and students representing the 

College at the Edmund Rice network were 

deeply challenged by Philip's wisdom and 

will no doubt be further enthused to bring 

about God's reign and continue the 1ich 

legacy of se1,~ce that is a hallmark of boys 

who attend St Pauick's College. Well done to 

Mr Danny Moore, Edmund Rice Network 

Coordinator and Acting Director of Mission 

Mrs Maree Moore for their leadership in 

bringing the conference togethe1: It was 

pleasing to note the significant roles and 

participation by St Pauick's College Old 

Collegians including Danny Moore, Br 

Gerry Brady, Br Geoff Whitehead, Hayden 

O'Doherty, Bernard Wilson, David Hall, 

Dale Rogers and Lachlan Keen. Current 

students including 2008 College Captain 

Tom Kavanagh and Vice Captain jack 

Ferguson, members of the St Vincent de 

Paul Conference, were also in attendance. 

FATHER'S DAY 
MASS 

On Friday August 31, over 200 people 

gathered for the fifth annual Father's Day 

Mass and Breakfast at the College. Mass was 

celebrated by Old Collegian Fr Bill van de 

Camp (SPC 1962-66) and involved a 

number of past and current students, 

parents and staff members. The Mass and 

Breakfast have become a very special 

College tradition providing families with an 

opportunity to recognise and celebrate the 

special bond that exists between fathers and 

sons. It was great to see students share the 

morning with fathers, grandfathers and 

other significant males, all of whom provide 

great love , friendship and play a special role 

in shaping boys lives. 

Thank you to our Catering team led by 

Ms Tracey Downes who did a wonderful 

job in feeding fathe rs and sons so quickly 

and enthusiastically. 

BOARDING: 
GATHERINGS, 
GROWTH AND 
GOOD TIMES 

In June members of the College's 

Boarding community gathered for the 

annual Family Weekend. The weekend 

brings together boarding students, parents 

and staff for a series of even ts including 

Mass at St Colurnba's parish, a sumptuous 

three course meal in the College Dining 

Room, breakfast on Sunday at the Golden 

City and great fellowship between 

boarding families. From all accounts some 

of that fellowship extended to the wee 

small hours with parents generously 

supporting our regional ,~gnerons! The 

weekend comes at an opportune time as 

senior students commence preparations 

for mid year examinations and is a timely 

break in routine for students. There: were: 

many great conversations had,nd 

friendships developed and strengthened. 

The weekend is becoming an integral part 

of the pastoral mode l of Boarding 

provided by the College and augurs well 

for the future of boarding at St Patrick's. 

In September boarders had their second 

trip to Apollo Bay for the year. Apollo Bay 

turned on magnificent weather and icy 

seas, however this did not stop students 

taking on the surf. In between football 

finals, World Cup Rugby, studies and 

Sunday Mass the boys were able to catch 

up on so~e much needed rest and even a 

bit of re tail therapy. Thank you to Ms 

Tracey Downes who catered for the 

weekend and to the boys who behaved in 

an exemplary manner. The boys will 

rewrn to Apollo Bay on October 20 for 

the traditional Boarding VCE Study 

·weekend. 

This year the College has been 

overwhelmed with interest for places in 

boa rding at the College. The word of 

mouth endorsement from current and 

past families has been extremely positive 

and has played a major role in increasing 

numbers in boarding. The College is 

currently looking at accommodation 

options to cater for this demand, which is 

in line with the 2006-20 IO Strategic Plan 

which contained strategies to increase 

boarding numbers to 40 by 20"!0. Whilst a 

far cry from the days of 300 boarde rs in 

1962, it is the largest number of boarding 

students the College has had in residence 

since the Burke Report recommended 

that boa rding be scaled down from 1999 

and closed in 2002. The growth honours 

the Co llege's great tradition of boarding 

and the many people who worked tirelessly 

to keep the doors of the boarding houses 

open after the release of the Burke report. 

LEGACY PUBLIC 
SPEAKING 
AWARDS 
Miss Ria Coffey 

On Thursday July 26, St Patrick's 

College hosted the Legacy Public Speaking 

Awards. Open to contestants aged between 

12 and 14, the competition was ofa higher 

standard than pre,~ous years and the 

judging ve1-y difficult according to Chief 

Judge, Andy Dunwoodie . 

Contestants from Mt Clear Secondary, 

Loreto College, Ballarat and Clarendon 

College, Ballarat High School, Ballarat 

Grammar School and St Patrick's College 

delivered a five minute prepared speech 

on a topic of the competitor's choosing on 

a subject relating to the ideals ofvolunta1-y 

service, socialjustice, caring, personal 

effort, personal sacrifice and matcship. 

The teams were also allowed five 

minutes to prepare an impromptu speech 

of two minutes duration on the topic of 

pocke t money. Be rtjamin O 'Shea and 

Patrick Cashin represented the College 

and should be proud of their fine efforts. 

Master of Ceremonies and Legatee Mr 

Brian Broadribb commented on their 

excellent skills in public speaking. 
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YEAR 10 WORK 
EXPERIENCE 

Year 10 students completed work 

experience dudng t.he first week of Tenn 

Three. This is a wonderful opportunity for 

students to learn more about vocational 

ar·eas of imerest in a practical, real life 

situation. As ever boys applied themseh·es in 

an exceptional manner and staff were 

gratified to learn of the wealth of 

positive comments made by work 

experience employers. 

BALLARAT 
ASSOCIATION 
OF SCHOOLS 
(BAS) BAND
AID CONCERT 

Congratulations to the Year 12 Council 

and the College's musicians for l.he initia1ive 

of this fund raiser for the victims of drought, 

which \\'<I held at l.he Wendouree 

Performing Arts Centre on Wednesday 

August 8. The two bands that represented 

the College in l11is gal11ering, wil.h musicians 

from other BAS schools, did an outstanding 

job in bringing young people together for 

an eajoyable evening 1ha1 heightened the 

a\\,;ireness of the many 'town folk' in 

attendance a to the challenges and 

hardships faced b)' their country 

counterparts. The concert irselfpresented a 

wonderful an-ay of talent and musical 

genres from all the schools including St 

Patdck's College and all acts were warmly 

received by an appreciative audience. 

The collaboration between student 

leaders from the schools was exemplary 

and highlights 1he collective good wi ll and 

leadership t,·\lenl Ulat exists amongst the 

schools and augurs well for future worthy 

initiatives. Thank you to the members of 
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the Year 12 Studem Council for their 

efforts in d,;ving the involvement of 

St Patrick's, especially College Captain, 

David Ranger and College Vice-Captains, 

Denis McKinnon and James Spencer. 

MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 
Year g Socia I 
Mr Damian McKee 

On Monday August 20 O\'er 100 Year 9 

students joined hands \\~Ul Year 9 Loreto 

swdents for a Social as a culmination to 

1he boys dancing lessons that have taken 

place each Thursda)' afternoon during 

Term 3. The night was a gi·eat success and 

I am sure parems can remember the 

awkward first steps that they rook in similar 

dance lessons and socials - time has 

changed nothing from this perspeCLive! It 

was wonderful to see the collaboration 

be1ween the schools, the excirement in the 

eyes of students and to smell the after· 

shave in the air. 

Thank you 10 Eric from The.Jim Welsh 

Dance Studios who took all 200 of llle 

swdents for lessons each week - at such 

times staff are very glad to be seconda1)' 

school teachers! 

IMMERSION 
WEEK 
INDIGENOUS 
CAMP 
Sam Wilson 

Dur·ing Immersion week eleven dads 

and their sons, as well as seven boys who 

were unaccompanied, tra\'Clled up as far as 

Lake Mungo 1 ational Park on ·secret 

men's business'. Thank you to all the 

fathers who attended and made the camp 

a fantast.ic experience for llle boys. The 

Dads that attended were; Doug H obson, 

Noel Blake, Rob Walters, Bill Mundy, Steve 

Poultcr,John Connaughton, Gary 

Lennecke, Tony Lourey, Graeme Andrews 

a nd Steve Kirby. 

Tuesday August 7 

On Day I our first dest.ination for 1.he 

journey was Birchip where we stopped for 

lunch at the bakery (yummy pies). After 

the break of about half an hour we 

headed to Red Cliffs lO gather some 

supplies. We arrived at Red Cliffs then 

headed lO the Campsite on the Murra)' 

River at Karadoc to set up camp a nd put 

up the 1e11u;. Here we got our camp fires 

going and cooked tea while some boys 

fished. After a campfire acti,·ity I hit the 

sack. I learnt what it would be like without 

any main essentials we use today 

(microw,l\'es and O\'ens for example), as I 

only used a campfire. 

Wednesday August 8 

We woke up at 6am ready to re-pack and 

head to tvlildura by 9.30am. We cooked 

breakfasr and headed into Mildura to fill 

up the petrol and get any other supplies 

we may need for the next two days. We 

headed to Lake Mungo National Park to 

meet up with our aboriginal guide Roger 

Clarke. Then, "·e took a tour to learn 

about aboriginal history and see some 

bones of an cient animals. We spent two 

hours touring around wi1h Roger then we 

hit the road again to head to Wentworth. 

From there we headed north to Avoca 

Station where we were Slaying for the next 

two nigh rs. Once we arrived we set up 

camp and then we went to the owner's 

campfire. \,Ve all sat down and listened to 

people talk to us about the past of Avoca 

station and what life used to be like in 

llle 1800s 10 1900s. They spoke of how 

llley used a paddle steamer along the 

Darling River to get 1he wool out. in times 

of floods. 

• 

Thursday August 9 

Today we were able to sleep in a bit 

because we didn't have to move camp. 

Some boys went imo town whi le others 

stayed at camp around the fires. Some 

even got the chance to have a tour of the 

homestead. Those boys and men that 

didn't want to go imo town stayed at camp 

and fished. Then we all went for a drive to 

Lake Victoria where we saw the massacre 

site where 12,000 aborigina ls were killed. 

T hen we got to go for a tour on a lock. On 

the way back to Avoca Station we stopped 

a t the Pen)' Sand Hills where we had a 

play around for about two hours. Roger 

taught us bO)'S how to l11row a boomerang. 

Then we wem back to camp and cooked 

tea and started to pack up ready to leave in 

the morning by 8am. That night around 

1he campfire we listened to the men te ll 

stodes about their life as teenagers. 

Friday August I 0 

h '"i,; ou, fi11al day. We woke up eady in 

the morning and cooked whatever food we 

h ad left for breakfast. We finished packing 

up our tents and got r·eady 10 come home. 

I really eajoyed the indigenous camp and I 

learnt a lot from it. I would like to thank 

the fathe rs for coming along and helping 

us boys have some 'man time' out. 

ST PATRICK'S 
COLLEGE 2008 
ART SHOW 

A date has been set for the inaugw-al 

St Patrick's College Art Show. Friday 

Sep1ember 12 to Sunday Septe mber 14 

2008. The evem wi ll be a great opportunit)' 

to showcase the Pavilion as well as 

providing a further opportunity to b,ing 

members of the College community 

togeth er·, whilst reinforcing the important 

place of the arts ,,~l11in the College's 

curricular and co-curricular programmes. 
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The Art Show will feature work from 

local and regional artists and is sure to 

attract considerable interest amongst the 

active Ballarat arts' fraternity. A highlight of 

the weekend will be the awarding of a yet to 

be named, $3,000 Art Acquisition Prize for 

the work judged to be the most outstanding 

of the Show, plus a $1,000 prize for the best 

emerging artist featured in the Art Show. If 

you have any suggestions regarding names 

for prizes that are linked to the rich 

traditions of the arts at the College please 

contact the College Development Manager. 

The Committee for the 2008 Art Show, a 

project of tl1e Parents and Friends 

Association, is: 

Chair 

Mrs Tn1dy O'Connor 

Deputy Chair 

Mr Bernard Wilson 

Treasurer 

Mrs Annette Ross.Smith 

Secretary 

Mrs Tracey Wilson 

Art Section Manager 

Mr Terry Blizzard and Mrs Debbie Hill 

Volunteers and Logistics 

Mrs Tricia Hughes and Mrs Veronica Sizcland 

Gala Launch 

Mrs Sue Blizzard and Mrs Trudy O'Connor 

For more information please contact tl1e 

College Development Manager, Mr Mark 

Waddington on 53 224450 or 

mwacldington@stpats.vic.edL1.au 
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ST PATRICK'S 
AND LORETO 
SNOW TRIP 
2007 
Mr Jamie Lynn 

At 5:00 pm on Friday August 3, 42 

excited snow enthusiasts (26 boys and 11 

girls accompanied by five staff from, St 

Patrick's and Loreto College) boarded a 

bus destined for a mountain adventure . 

We arrived at the Bright Chalet at 

11 :30pm, were fitted out with ski and 

snowboard gear and got to bed by about 

l :00am. Breakfast was served at 7:00am 

Saturday morning and we were engaged in 

ski lessons at Mt Hotham by 10:30. Eager 

to put our newly acquired skills to the test 

on the varying terrains the mountain had 

to offe,~ we took advantage of the brilliant 

conditions and flew up and down the 

slopes for the remainder of the afternoon. 

The ride back down the mountain was 

quiet as skiers and boarders alike had 

pushed themselves to their limits and were 

recharging their baueries for a repeat 

performance the following clay at Falls 

Creek. Sunday provided us with perfect 

picturesque and powdery conditions tO 

focus our spir it of adventure and enjoy 

another fine day skiing and boarding. 

Overall the trip was a fantastic success. 

The boys showed a great amount of 

leadership, cooperation, and responsibility 

and snow sport skills! Their behaviour was 

a credit to themselves, their families and 

the College and we would like to take 

this opportunity to thank them for 

the expe rience. 

1ST XI SOCCER 
BAS Premiers 2007 
Mr Tony Beggs 

SPC 1 drew with Ballarat and Clarendon 
College I 

Goals: Simon Murphy 

Best: Jacob Krusche, Christopher 

Thornton, Timothy Beggs, Scott Berg, 

Kie ran McDowell, Luke Petrie, Ryan Berg 

and Simon Murphy. 

For the second year in a row St Patrick's 

College shared the Senio r pennant with 

Ballarat and Clarendon College in BAS 

soccer. Upon reflection, one wonders how 

this has happened to a team that had not 

been challenged t11roughout the season? 

Despite rhe inclusion of some quick 

athletes into the College side, making 

them a more formidable team, we must 

still ponder the quirkiness of our lives and 

our sport. 

However, this \Vas a great game of soccer 

with fortunes ebbing and flowijg with 

defences controlling the game, but 

moments of excitement in front of goals as 

both sides tried Lo attack. It was a strong 

physical start with our touch slightly 'off' on 

the different pi1ch. We had first shot at goal 

through Timothy Beggs setting up a run 

from centre and our defence was on top 

t11rough j acob Krusche and Scott Berg 

keeping things safe. 

The tagging of Xavier Ryan and Simon 

Murphy was to prove difficult to counter 

and College continued Lo throw big 

numbers into defence whenever 

challenged. Good shots on goal were 

hitting obstacles due to the pressing in the 

18 yard area. The first goal came from a 

great set up as the u.insfer from Xavie r 

Ryan to Travis Emtsis put him in front of 

the defence. His shot drew a good save but 

the erram ball was picked up by the 

approaching Simon Murphy who shot 

cleanly and sharply into the net. Shortly 

after, Travis missed to the left side but at the 

half way we looked to be in control. 

A number of physical, but fair attacks on 

the ball saw College players faltering, but 

against the run of play t11ey teamed up 

down the left wing and ran into the danger 

zone. A couple of tl1e ir players were given 

too much latitude and they scored. The 

next 15 minutes could have seen the game 

go against us, butj acob Krusche and 

keeper Chris Thornton continued Lo stage 

last man saves. An unsavoury foul saw 

College lose a man and they were tiring 

when we went into exu.i time. 

Extra time offered a 'Golden Goal' 

finish so the crowd were on tenter hooks 

as St Patrick's essentially took over the 

game. Through a regenerated Simon 

Murphy and with Kieran McDowell and 

Ryan Berg getting balls in behind their 

defence, College were subjected to a series 

of well placed balls from Tim Beggs comer 

kicks. It appeared that we were all over 

them, but alas it was not to be . 

1ST XVIII 
BAS Premiers 2007-
Reclaiming the Crown! 

St Patrick's College 9 - 8 - 62 Defeated 
Ballarat and Clarendon College 6 - 4 - 40 

Goal Kickers: Sam Clifton 3,Jamcs 

Spencer 2,Josh Caldow, Nick Suban, Ben 

Hayes,Jacob Carvey l. 

Best Players:Josh Caldow, Nick Sculley, 

J ake Garvey, Nathan Barnes,Jordan 

Harrison, Sam Clifton, Ben Hayes 

St Patrick's College defeated Ballarat 

and Clarendon College by 22 points in the 

Grand Final of the BAS compe tition. 

Played in fine, albeit windy conditions at St 

Patrick's College, the match although 

extremely physical was played in a 

wonderful spirit showcasing not only tl1e 

strong rivalry between bo th schools, but 

also the great standard of the BAS 

competition. 

The fi rst quarter was typical of a Grand 

Final. Pressure , quick ball movement and 

plenty of stoppages. Although we trailed 
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on the scoreboard by four points at the 

first break, our key performance indicator 

of 24, one perce nt acts during this period 

was exceptional. As mentioned all year, ifa 

side can achieve a minimum 20, one 

percent acts in a quarter and sustain this 

intensity for the game, they i1wariably will 

win. Tylah Saunders and Andrew Tyler 

were particularly good in this area and set. 

the standard for their team-mates to follow. 

The second quarter was a mirror image 

of the first. Although SPC probably had 

the ascendency, the scoreboa1·d didn't 

re flect this and we trailed by two points at 

the main break. Once again we we re able 

to achieve 23, one perce n t acts (14 

tackles) , however the rewards were not 

realised due to turning the ball over and 

missing some set shots at goal. 

At halftime, the coaching pane l 

reinforced the need for the players to 

move the ball with greater speed with both 

hand and foot and ide ntified the need to 

maintain the same level of intensity, to 

bring about reward for the team 's 

combined efforts. 

The third quarter although physically 

very demanding proved to be decisive in 

the context of the game. The backline of 

Nathan Barnes,Jo1·dan Harrison, Tylah 

Saunders, Nick Sculley, Daniel Ross-Smith, 

Nathan Edgar and Nick Garner was 

particularly strong repelling many 

attacking moves with these boys becoming 

the springboard for countless attacks. The 

forwards combined well and focal points 

Josh Caldow and Sam Clifton c1tjoyed 

space to run into. Sam marked extremely 

well and proved to be an excellent target 

for h is team mates. 

.Josh as Captain, was inspirational and 

his aerial work in this period was 

exceptional. His mark over an opponent 

on tl1e scoreboard side wing was equal to 

any mark seen at schoolboy level and his 

courageous mark when backing into the 

pack and ensuing goal was invaluable in 

the context of the game. Josh 's leadership 

throughout the year has really developed 

and his pe rformance during the Grand 

Final highlighted this. 

The tearn worked extremely hard over 
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this tl1ird period and although conceding 

the last goal of the quarter at the 19:30 

minute mark of the quarte r, went into the 

final break with a 12 point lead. 

The final quarter was an arm wrestle 

and epitomised the strength of the team. 

Their resolve, ability to commit to the 

contest and strong belief in success drove 

them relentlessly for the final 20 minutes. 

The side only conceded one goal during 

the last quarte r and it was fitting that this 

special group of young men were able to 

achieve on-field success th is year by 

running out 22 point winners. 

The year has been a landmark in the 

proud history of the College, characterised 

by success at BAS level, solid results at 

MCC Herald Shield level and a life 

enriching experience to Ireland. A season 

to chei-ish a nd celebrate. 

BAS 2ND XVIII 
Grand Final 

St Patrick's College 2nd XVIII 7 - 15 - 57 
defeated Ballarat College 1 - 2 - 8 

Best Players: Matthew Wheelahan, Rex 

Hickman, Dominic Bushell, Alec Wil tshire, 

Kieran Sullivan, Rhys Garland 

Goal Kickers: Dominic Bushell 3, Dominic 

Vogels, Tony Castrignano, Patrick Smith, 

Alec Wiltshire I . 

In an opening quarte r typical of a 

Grand-Final botl1 sides started well and 

we re fierce at the ball. The St Patrick's 

players showed real spirit and a sense of 

determination to gain the ascendancy over 

the remaining three quarters to run out 

convincing winners by 49 points. 

A fitting victory by an outstanding team 

who remaine d undefeated throughout the 

season. Congratulations must go to 'Super 

Coach' Mr.John Cosgriff who coached the 

team professionally and passiona tely 

throughout the season. His understanding 

of the game is exceptional and he has the 

g ift to impart his knowledge to his players. 

JOHN JAMES 
MEDAL NIGHT 

On Monday August 27, over 150 

members of the St Patrick's community 

gathered for tl1e annual John.James Medal. 

John James, one of two SPC Brownlow 

Medallists was in attendance to present the 

trophy named in his honour for the Best 

Player in the BAS Grand Final. It was fit.ting 

tl1at the award was won in 2007 by l st 

XVIII Captain Joshua Caldow, who played 

an inspirational captain's game on grand 

final da)' and took a me morable 'screamer' 

that will be talked about whenever tl1e 

team get together in the future . The guest 

speakers for the night were old boys Danny 

Frawley (SPC 1976-79), forme r St Kilda 

captain and Richmond coach and Tristan 

Cartledge (SPC 1998-2002), who played 

seven games with Essendon and is 

currently p laying with the North Ballarat 

Roosters in the VFL. 

Award Winners 2007 

Br W. T. O'Malley 1st XVII I 

Best and Fairest 

Nicholas Suban and Be ajamin Hayes 

Runner-up 

Joshua Caldow 

John James Medal 

J oshua Caldow 

North Ballarat Rebels MVP 

Nicholas Suban 

SPC Most Promising Year 10 Player 

Be1tjamin Pete rs 

Greg Dowd Memorial 2nd XVII I 

Best & Fairest Trophy 

Ma tthew Wl1eela han 

Jim Toohey Memorial Trophy 

Intermediate Best & Fairest 

Robbie Locket 

l 
I 

l 

Junior Blue Best & Fairest 

Matthew James 

Junior Green Best & Fairest 

.Jason Leonard 

Junior White Best & Fairest 

Ben Quinlan 

1ST XV RUGBY 
GRAND FINAL 
Oh So Close ... 
Kade McDonald (Captain) 

SPC 26 lost to Carey Grammar School 33 

August 4 was the biggest day of th e year 

for the boys of the St Patrick's 1st XV 

Rugby team. After battling their way to 

the Grand Final the boys were ready to 

.take Lo th e field against a well drilled 

and dedicated Carey Grammar. T he 

St Patrick's boys had trained long and 

ha rd for the entire season and the team 

were not going to go down " ~thout a fight. 

The first half kicked off with a flying 

attack from SPC with two trys scored in 

the first ten minutes. However Carey 

re-grouped and came back scoring t\,~ce 

in the latte,· part of the half. The first half 

finished at 14 all. 

Aflf· some inspi ring words from the 

coaches and cheered on by the support 

from the side lin es St Pau·ick's came back 

on to the field with thei1· heads high and 

hearts willing. In a thrilling phase of the 

game St Patrick's would spin the ball out 

to the wings and run around the Carey 

defence and Carey would answer straight 

back with a continuous onslaught by their 

forwards running straight into tl1e 

St Patrick's line. The whole game was nip 

and LUck with i1tjuries incurred by both 

sides, but the in the end despi te our 

valiant efforts, the might of the St Patrick's 

were unable to take the cup. 
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As Captain I would like to thank every 

boy that played in the St Patrick's 1st XV 

rugby team. Boys should be proud to have 

made the Grand Final, and everyone 

should be proud to have played in such a 

thrilling game. 

As a team we would like to congratulate 

Carey Grammar and thank the VSRU for 

organising the competitio n. Further 

thanks to Mr Dennings who attended to all 

injuries, Nick for all the work he did with 

the forwards and Mr Swinton for coaching 

and preparing the team to do their best. 

We have all improved considerably 

throughout the year with Mr Swinton's 

enthusiasm and guidance. 

GYMNASTICS 
Another Stellar Season 

The College's gymnasts under the 

guidance of Br Bernie Scott continued 

the ir dominance of state wide competition 

\,~t.h another impressive result at the 

Victorian Interschool Gymnastics 

Championships in Melbourne. 

Division C for Gymnasts Level 5 

Team 

Individual 

St Patrick's - 1st 

Dylan Chandler - 1st 

J ames Elford - 3rd 

Other team members were Digby Fraser, 

Simon McMaster and Marcus Jolly. 

Division D for Gymnasts Levels 2/ 3 

Team One St Patrick's - 1st 

Individual Ben Rodger - 2nd 

Elliott Leviston - 3rd 

Other team members were Darcy 

Tuppen, Daniel Christie and Anthony 

Zreikat 

Team Two St Patrick's - 3rd 

Team members were John Brown, Sam 

Cosgriff, Zeb Morcombe,Jimmy Fahey and 

Dylan Page-Coull. 

Congratulations to all in retaining 

first place amongst the boys' schools 

in Victoria. 
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2007 ARTS 
ASSEMBLY 
Head of Arts 
Mr Peter Hutchins 

Congratulations to Arts Faculty staff 

and students who participated in an 

extremely successful Arts Assembly. The 

assembly took the form ofa concert 

showcasing the variety of talent that ex.is ts 

within the College featuring: 

• Former National under age Irish dance 

champion Eamon Coughlan. Well done 

to Eamon on his second placing in the 

Australian National Irish Dance Titles in 

Perth during the September break; 

• Phun k PSI and student 'Rock' bands 

performing original tracks; 

• St Patrick's Senior Concert Band 

performing two musical excerpts 

from War of the Worlds ('The Eve of 

War' and 'Forever Autumn'); 

• Media students filming a nd mixing a 

' live' feed of the assembly onto screens 

placed around the gym; 

• Images of Junior 20 and 30 Artworks. 

The 'War of the Worlds' performance 

was underpinned by an evocative 

multimedia show courtesy of Mr Fred 

Spittle. Thanks to Mr Hugh McKelvey for 

his wonderful work with the Concert Band 

and Phunk PSI. Thank you also to Mrs 

Sarah Dwyer, Dr Peter Casey and MrJohn 

Sullivan for tl1eir willingness to be involved 

in significant roles within the overall Arts 

Assembly. Special thanks to KRC Trainee, 

Josh Pearson for his preparedness to try 

something new with regards to the 'live' 

feed and his work in setting up sound, 

lights, mixers and multiple stages. 

STUDENT 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

Congratulations Lo the following boys 

for their outstand ing achievements in 

recent times: 

• Callum Bigarelli was presented with an 

Australian Defence Fo rce Scholarship by 

Lieutenant Adam Simeoni at the Senior 

School Assembly in August. T he College 

congratulates Callum o n receiving this 

scholarship; they are h ighly sought after 

by thousands of applicants around the 

country and to be selected as one of 

approximately one hundred recipients is 

a tremendous achievement! 

• College Captain, David Ranger, was 

named by SenatorJulian McGauran as a 

\~nner of the Australian Vocational 

Student Prize. This prestigious award 

recognises David's outstanding 

achievement in his VET Studies 

(Engineering) and carries a p1·ize 

of$2000. 

• Connor Bourke and Joseph McKee 

busked in the Bridge Mall as part of the 

Middle School Challenge Week to raise 

money for the St Vincent de Paul 

Society. They were a great hit and made 

a sizable donation! 

• Blake Davis, Adam Covers and Maxwell 

Hughes for being selected in the Under 

16 Victorian Schools Rugby Team to play 

in Tasmania . 

• Mitchell Cattlell, Luke Covers and 

Matthew Qewar on their selection in the 

Under 14 Victorian Schoolboys Rugby 

Union Team to play in Tasmania. 

• Mitchell Robinson (Year 7B) has been 

successful in obtaining a position as a 

ball boy at the 2008 Australiana Tennis 

Open. His selection comes following a 

1·igorous selection process whereby boys 

needed to demonstrate excellent 

coordination and ball skills as well as an 

excellent working knowledge of the 

game of tennis. 

• Eamon Coughlan (Year 12) recently 

placed second in the National Senior 

Boys 16 years and over Irish Dancing 

Championships. The titles were held at 

the Perth Convention Cenu·e dming the 

September break and Eamon danced 

panicularly well given that he was 

coming off an interrupted preparation 

due to the demands o f juggling his 

dance and study commitments. Eamon 

performed for all stude nts and staff at 

the annual Arts Assembly on the last day 

of Term 3 and greatly impressed all in 

attendance with his skill, poise and 

fitness level required to compete in this 

extremely demanding dance discipline . 

Eamon has competed in Australia and 

overseas and highlights the range of 

talents evident in the students at the 

College. He is also a highly talented 

musician being an integral member of 

the College Senior Band and Phunk PST. 

Eamon hopes to compete .in one more 

World Championship next year before 

possibly hanging up his dancing shoes -

wdl 1.kme Ea111u11. 

•Jack Murch finished 13th in the Under 

14 National Cross Country 

Championships he ld in Perth on 

September l."1e field was made up of 

57 other athletes fro m around Australia. 

He was the fifth of 12 Victorians to 

fin ish in the extremely fast race in 

perfect conditions. 

• Luke Jo nes won the Western Zone Finals 

of the Victoria Schools Cycling 

Championships he ld at Victoria Park, 

Ballarat and will go on to contest 1.he 

State Finals in Melbourne on Saturday 

October 20 as a lead up to the final day 

of the Jayco Herald Sun Tour. 

• Lachlan McLean tied to win the Under 

15 Ballarat and District Soccer 

Association Best and Fairest in h is first 

year playing Soccer. 



2007 OCA 1ST 
XVIII REUNION 
DINNER 

On Friday September 28 over 300 

people gathered al t.he Kooyong Lawn 

Tennis Club for a reunion d inner to 

recognise and celebrate the rich traditions 

of the College's 1st XVIII football 

programme. A gala"')' of stars who have 

worn the 'famous colours of the famous 

school' dating back to the 1930s gathered 

for the official announcement of the 

'Teams of the Decades' and the naming of 

the College's finest ever 22 players. 

The night was wonde1·fully hosted by the 

charismatic Peter Walsh (SPC 1965-70) 

who used the night as a warm up for his 

official duties with ABC Radio programme 

'Grandstand'. Peter is based in Adelaide 

and provided some unique perspectives 

into the psyche of the South Australian 

football public and the factors behind the 

success of the Port Adelaide Football Club. 

He also conducted a number of interviews 

with SPC Football identities Danny 

Frawley, Drew Petrie, Alex McDonald, 

J ohn James, Brian Gleeson and Barry 

Richardson which will be featured on 

Grandstand in the momhs to come. 

A highlight of the evening was the 

induction of the first four 'Legends' of St 

Patrick's College Football. It is planned to 

induct four 'Legends' every th1·ee years, a 

title that will be highly sought after as our 

ranks of elite players continue to grow. 

Inaugural inductees were: 

Br W. T. O'Malley 

Brian Gleeson 

John James 

Barry Richardson 

• 

The Selection Panel of Barry 

Richardson (SPC 1961-64), Mr Gerard 

Ryan (SPC 1974-79) and current coach Mr 

Howard Clark had an unenviable j ob 

selecting Teams of the Decade and 

identifying St Patrick's Finest 22 Playe rs. 

The Selection Panel was assisted by the 

hundreds of nominations received from 

Old Boys throughout the country and the 

extensive research that went into Ecka 

Dora - the history book of St Patr ick's 

College football. 

Well done to the organising committee 

of Pe ter Zala (Chair) ,John Richards,Jock 

Lardner and Mick Murrihy who put 

together this wonderful n ight of 

entertainment, in the process raising 

addit.ional funds for the College's 

Pavilion Project. 

ST PATRICK'S 
FINEST 22 
(To Attend the College) 

Mario Bortolotto 

Brian Brown 

John Devine 

Frank Dimattina 

Danny Frawley 

Brian Gleeson 

Gerald 'Terry' Gleeson 

Reg Hickey 

John James 

Alex McDonald 

Anthony McDonald 

James McDonald 

Mick McGuane 

Les Mogg 

Brian Moloney 

Peter O 'Donohue 

Drew Petrie 

Barry Richardson 

Maurice Sheehan 

Tom Simpson 

Tony Sullivan 

Peter Walsh 

Coach 

Br W. T. (Bill) O'Malley 

Umpire 

Shane Mcine rney 
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2007 
MELBOURNE 
OCA DINNER 
HONOURS SIR 
FRANK LITTLE 

On Friday August 10 over 100 old boys 

and friends gathered for the second 

annual Melbourne Dinne r held at the 

prestigious Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club. 

The OCA formally inducted Archbishop 

Sir Frank Little as a 'Legend' of St 

Patrick's College. Archbishop Little gave 

an e n lightening and humorous account of 

his days in Ballarat and took the time to 

acquaint himself with everyone in 

attendance, all of whom enjo)'ed a most 

enjo)'able evening. The Little famil)' 

contribution to tl1e traditions of tlie 

College is a very rich one indeed a nd it 

was timely to re flect upon and celebrate 

the family's part in the story of St Patrick's. 

2008 LEGENDS 
DINNER 

The sevent.h annual 'Halls of History 

Dinner with the Legends' will be held on 

Sawrday Febrnary 23, 2008 - with a bit of 

luck it our first major function in the OCA 

Pavilion! 'Legends for the night will 

include North Melbourne Kangaroos and 

racing Victoria Chainnan Graham Duff 

(SPC 1955-59) , Rotondo Homes founder 

Kevin Renwick, OAM (SPC 1946-47) and 

legend of St Patrick's rowing Chris 

O 'Brien (SPC 1978-83), who is curre ntly a 

National and Olympic rowing coach. 

The Legends Dinne r is always a fantastic 

night and greatly enjoyed by all in 

attendance. Ticket information is 

contained in this editio n of 77ie Shamrock, 

so please start to round up your friends 

and make this a n ight to remember. 

P;iop J4 (),-tnhe< x,r,7 

REGIONAL 
DINNERS 

In Septembe r the OCA again convened 

for the annual regional dinner in 

Warrnambool. IL was great to welcome 

younge r members of the old bo)'S 

fraternity David and Matthew Buckle as 

we ll as regular stalwarts Alan Jubb, Leo 

Flaherty, and Damian Goss and othe rs 

such as Kevin Ryan.Jim Hanrahan,Jo hn 

Hingston and Denis McKimmie who a ll 

contributed to a great evening in tl1e 

name of St Patrick's. 

In Term 4 dinne rs will be held in 

Be ndigo and Geelong (see mail flyer for 

details) - if you live in the area please 

come along - and bring a friend or two! 

FOUNDATION 
GOLF DAY 2007 

A 1·eminde r to all Old Boys that the sixth 

annual Foundation Golf Da)' will be held on 

Sunday November 11 at tl1e Balla rat Golf 

Club. This is always a great da)' with all past 

pla)'ers enjoying a great social day of golf, 

\,~th a fine array of prizes on offer. The event 

is a four person ambrose event, pro,~ding 

everybody with an opportunity to have at 

least one moment of inspiration. In 2006 the 

event was close to being fully subscribed so 

please get your entries in as soon as possible. 

Being a College community even t we are 

particularly keen to have some more 

associated in the field, so ladies please get 

busy and get your teams togetller. 

With some great prizes on offer and tlle 

field filling quickly please return the entry 

form (included with this edition of T!ie 

Sluimrock) and your entry fee as soon as 

possible. It is alwa)'S wonderful to see all 

pans oftl1e College community; students, 

staff, parents, grandparents, old bo)'S, 

friends, suppliers and even players roped in 

at the last minute, come toge tl1er for a great 

social occasion in the name of St Pauick's. 

Fore! 

10,20,30 
AND 40 YEAR 
DINNERS 

Invitations have been mailed out for tl1ese 

dinners to be he ld at the College in October 

and November, 2007 (See back of mail 

sleeve for full details) . If you have not 

received an invitation directly please contact 

Caitlin Bennett on 53 311 688 o r cbenneu@ 

stpats.,~c.edu.au to organise an in~te and to 

update your contact/alumni details. 

These nig hts a re as good as you make 

tl1em - we will pro~de a great meal, wine, 

entertainment, some former staff 

members and an opportunity to see all 

parts of the College, the rest is up to you 

and your peers. So please start to gather 

up your peers and make sure they are 

in atte ndance. 

OFF TO AFRICA 
The OCA have committed funds each 

year to suppo n old boys who take up the 

challenge of working alongside Christian 

Brotl1ers in Africa. In August 2006 College 

Vice Captain Bre nton Carey was 

commissioned by the Edmund Rice Family 

and Chi-istian Brothe rs to Ke nya and 

Tanzania for voluntary service for several 

months. The ceremony, attended by 

family, classmates, staff and the ne twork 

and reinforced Brenton's commit111ent to 

social justice that commenced during his 

time at tl1e College and has continued LO 

grow. Brenton was the inaugural winne r of 

the Edmund Rice Award for Set-vice at 

Speech Nigh t in 2006 and in 2007 Brenton 

has worked for the Edmund Rice Network 

on Edmund Rice Camps and o the r 

outreach in itiatives. Brento n was a great 

contributor to the life of the College 

actively throwing himse lf into a range of 

sports and progra mmes including service 

through the Year 12 Council, the Student 

Congress, leadership in the sport of 

ro,,fog and particularly, the Social.Justice 

Group and St Vincent de Paul Confere nce. 

We pray that Brenton 's experience will 

be a safe and enriching one and will serve 

to inspire othe rs to take on challenges and 

projects that are in keeping \\~th the 

charism of Blessed Edmund Rice. We look 

forward to sharing details of Bre nton's 

journey and invaluable work in futu re 

ed itions of Green, White and Blue. 

Brenton Carey 

NORTH OLD 
BOYS/ST 
PATRICK'S 
COLLEGE AFC 

NORTH OLD BOYS 
St Patrick's College Ballarata1c 

T he second season for tlle club was a 

very disappointing one "~th the 1st XVIII 

failing to fire at any time during the 

season. Sadly the club has been relegated 

to D grade, which whilst disappointing in 

some regards, also presents a n opportunity 

to fully assess the season, look at areas for 

improvement and re-launch for an assault 

on finals action in 2008. 

The re have alread y been a number of 

changes implemented for 2008 including: 

• The appointment of Trevor Ludeman as 

Presiden L of the Club. 

• T he appointme nt of Club 'Legend' Terry 

Scanlon as Coach of the Club. Ten1• was 

the last premiership coach of the club in 

1982 and is sure to bring a wealth of 

experience, entJ1usiasm and contacts to 

the club, includ ing 100 game Melbourne 

player Anthony McDonald (SPC 1988-

89) who will be a specialist coach in 

2008. Brotl1er Alex (SPC 1982-87) who 

played over 100 games for Hawthorn and 

Collingwood will also j oin Anthony and 

will take a number o f m1in ing sessions 

during the season. 

• The club is launching junior teams in 

2008 to improve the pathway for 

players from school football to sen ior 

Amateur football. 

Presently there are over 25 St Patrick's 

O ld Boys playing for the club. many of 

whom will push into senior ranks after one 

or two seasons with the 'Unders' . 

A high ligh t of the year was the Unde r 19 

game o n the College's Main Oval on 

August 25. The team, which comprised 12 

old boys plus Team Manager Simo n 

Halpin played inspired football to defeat 

Rupertswood by two points in a thrilling 

encounter. 

At the Club's Best and Fairest Award on 

Friday September 14, Mitchell Young (SPC 

2005-2006) became the first St Patrick's 

old boy to win an award for the new club, 

being a co-winner of the Under 19 Best 

and Fairest Award.Jordan Molloy (SPC 

2000-2005) came third in the award. 

Results 
(Finish on Ladder) 

1s t XVIII Ten th 

2nd XVIII Tenth 

Under 19 Seventh 

Club XVIII Fifth 
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CLASS OF 1957 
REUNION 

The Class of 1957 enjoyed a wonderful 

dinner in the College Board Room on 

August 4, 2007. With approximately a 

third of their peers in attendance the old 

boys shared many great stories and spent 

over an hour touring familiar parts of the 

College including the 'Inte r A' classroom, 

theatre and McCann House, which 

brough t the memories flooding back for 

the boarding students amongst tl1e group. 

Peter Brown wrote to the Development 

Office after the night kindly noting, ' it was 

a most pleasant evening, and wonderful to 

meet up with old school colleagues, some 

of whom I hadn't seen during those 50 

years. T he school is certainly looking in 

gr·eat shape, and vastly different from my 

days there. Obviously the College 

Headmaster and the rest of the staff are 

doing a great job.' 

Paul McCulloch from the Class of 57 

spoke passionately on the night about the 

remarkable life of the groups Captain 

John Curtain who sadly passed away in 

May, 1999.John was also the 1957 Purton 

Orator.John was an editor, publisher and 

teacher who helped to revolutionise the 

concept of educational books and 

transform their role in secondary 

education. Accord ing to his obituaq , in 

The Age.John mastered and passed on 

many skills, a fact h ighlighted by Publisher 

Barney Rivers who in his eulogy to John 

remarked, ' thatJohn was ouu-ageously 

multi skilled'. In 35 yea rs of publishing 

and communications he published 

educational books from a ll disciplines and 

challenged and enhanced teaching 

pedagogy. He combined th is passion \,~tl1 

teach ing at RMIT where he was 

worshipped by h is students for his wisdom, 

wit and liberal attitudes.John was married 

to Elanor for 38 years and together with 

children Andrew, Sara and Michael they 

were renowned for their hospitali ty and 

sense offun and adventure.John's 

conu·ibution to h is profession is perhaps 

best summarised by the follo\,~ng quo te: 

The 5ramm Page 25 
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'Fo r all the hiccups and cul de sacs, the 

past 30 years have seen the transformation 

in the culture of Australia. It is no longer 

tJ1e na1Tow, dependent place it was in the 

1960s and before. This is due in no mean 

part to such people as John Curtain - his 

ideas, his ideals, his publishing and 

his teaching'. 

AJl in attendance toasted the memory of 

a unique and inspiring old boy, gone too 

soon - John Curtain. 

PAVILION 
PROJECT 
UPDATE 

Under the leadership of Construction 

Manager Mr Tony McMaster the project is 

progressing at a very pleasing pace with 

the slab being poured on September 10. 

Work on the frame is currently be ing 

completed off-site and it is hoped that the 

true size and shape of the structure will be 

revealed by early October. 

The support of a numbe r of members of 

the College community has already been 

invaluable to the project to date, including 

Don Rodger as a volunteer carpenter, the 

Beaston family (Eure ka Concrete) and 

plumbers Sean Parnell and Michael 

Polmear who have provided guidance and 

assistance with plumbing tasks. 

The next task is to supple me nt the 

general tradespeople available to assist. 

Immediate needs are bricklayers and 

plumbers but plasterers, painters and 

carpente rs would be welcom e to add to 

Tony's workfo1·ce. Any help would be 

gratefully appreciated and acknowledged. 

Tony can be contacted o n 0417 389 396. 
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LEGENDS 
DINNER 
INDUCTION 
PROCESS 

As noted in this edition of Green , White 

and Blue the OCA \,~II be conducting the 

sixth annual 'Halls of Hist0ry- Dinner \,~th 

the Legends' o n Saturday February 23, 

2008 featuring Kangaroos Chairman 

Graham Duff (SPC 1955-59). The 'Lege nds 

Dinne r' commenced life as a fundraising 

dinner to recognise the achievement5 of 

old boys who had an interesting story to tell 

an·d were well known ide ntities within the 

ranks of our esteemed alumni. Without 

diminishing the achievements of our 

inaugural speakers, in recent times the 

dinner has taken on greater significance 

with th1·ee o ld boys inducted each year as 

'Legends of St Patr ick's College'. The 

Legends are selected as being exemplars of 

the values inherent within a St Patiick's 

College education and importantly past 

scholars who are worthy to put forward to 

current students as positive and inspiring 

role models. 

In keeping with tl1is u-adition the current 

College Student Council have proposed 

that they will fund an honour board to be 

installed in the OCA Pavilion which 

recognises old boys who are deemed to be 

'Legends of St Patrick's College'. The 

honour will board will indicate tl1e 

inductees name, years at SPC and area of 

excellence, for example Raimond Gaita 

(SPC 1958-62), PhiJosopher. 

Legends will be inducted according to 

tl1e following process: 

• Each year the OCA will induct three 

'Legends of St Patrick's College'. 

• Via The Shamrock the Foundation will 

invite old boys to nominat.e prospective 

inductees to the status of 'Legend' of St 

Patrick's. Living and posthumous 

nominations will be considered by tl,e 

OCA Selection Committee. 

The Induction selection criteria fo1· 

consideratio n as a ' Legend of St Patrick's 

College'will be: 

• Record of achievem ent in curricular and 

co-curricular pursuits whilst a stude n t at 

the College; 

• Demonstrated record o f achieveme nt, 

recognitio n o r community profile within 

chosen vocation (s), activities o r areas 

of community service since leaving 

the College; 

• Record of d edicated service to religious 

and community service o rganisations 

whose mission is consiste nt with the 

ethos of the College, a nd in which case 

the achievements of the candida te may 

not necessarily be widely known; and 

• Aff,rmat.ion 1.hat potential inductee has 

achieved success within chosen 

vocation(s) a nd community involvements 

in a manner that is consistent with the 

Catholic ethos of the College a nd the 

charism of Blessed Edmund Rice. 

The OCA Selectio n Committee would 

like to invite m embe rs of the College 

community to nominate old boys, both 

living and deceased, whose life 

achievements are/ we re congruent with 

the criteria for induc tion as ' Legends of St 

Patrick's College'. 

T he OCA will also recognise each year a 

'Young Achiever ' who has achieved 

e xcelle nce "~thin the ir chosen field(s) 

of endeavour in thei r first decad e since 

leaving the College. The above criteria 

must also apply to any nominated 

'Young Achiever' . 

Please forwa1·d any nominations for 

'Legends of St Patr ick's College' or SPC 

'Young Achievers' to OCA Executive 

Officer Mark Waddington -

mwaddington@stpats.vic.edu.au or 

Development Office, St Patrick's College, 

C- Locked Bag 31, Balla1-at, 3350. 

FROM THE 
ARCHIVES 
Br Brian Davis 

A Bit of Forgotten 
History! 

With the staging of the 1st XVlll 

Re union Dinne r it is timely to look at 

some of the great stories, and myths, 

emana ting from the Col.lege's celebrated 

football programme. 

Fro m 1935 to 1955 a small magazine 

entitled 'College Ch ronicle S.P.C. Ballarat' 

was published up to eight times per year 

until it ceased publication in 1955. St 

Patrick's College Archives has copies of 

this magazine for all years with the 

exception ofl936and 1941. Tfyou happen 

to have a copy from tl1ese years please 

contact the College! 

The following excerpts from the June 

1935 Chronicle a re from an article, written 

by an Old Boy, en titled "A BIT OF 

FORGOTTEN H ISTORY' and subtitled 

'Whe n St Pati·ick's had t.o fight hard for a 

Football Premiersh ip'. 

' Periodically when old St Patrick's boys 

talk about the records of their school in 

the football competitions the q uestion 

arises: "\-\Then were we last defeated? The 

writer of th is brief article can tl1row some 

light on that question for he was present as 

o ne of the barrackers on the day when 

Ballarat College defeated St Pau·ick's by a 

couple of po ints at the Eastern Oval on 

June 9, 1904. 

' In those da)'S the Grammar School was 

not strong enough t.o take part in 

competitions. The school consisted of a 

couple of classrooms behind St Peter's 

Church. Grenville College was in Mair 

Stree t and Ballarat College was in Stun 

Street next to the Presbyte1·ian Church . 

Thirty one years is a long interval to go 

back for reasons to account for our defeat 

that year. - but I remember we ll that we 

lost several good players after the May 

Matriculatio n examination, a kind of 

supplementary e xam for those who failed 

in Decembe r. Our most serious loss was 
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Martin Gleeson, now well known in the 

Ballaral diocese as Rev Fr Gleeson. The 

recruits to fill the vacant places were 

inexperienced in the class of football then 

played, the except.ion being Tom Little, 

who has been for some years Parish Priest 

of Dandenong. 

'I have a strong suspicion that over 

confidence in our own strength was also a 

reason for our undoing, but all the same 

Ballarat College had a fine side of big, 

active fellows, most of whom played a 

prominent part in senior football 

afterwards. They surprised us by the 

vigour and purpose of their attacks, in 

spite of the heroic resistance of our backs, 

notably the late Frank Scullion, our 

captain, and Kevin McCarthy, the popular 

President of Footscray. The scores see

sawed all through the game, putting the 

barrackers into ecstacies of delight or the 

abysses of gloom.Just on time our lead of 

three points was converted into a deficit 

of three by a fine piece of work by a big 

Ballarat College mek man whose name I 

forget. We were dazed at the result, and 

walked home plunged in despondency. 

That night we were all silent as though we 

were preparing for an individual or a 

collective funeral. 

'When we came back after the mid

winter holidays we were delighted to find a 

new boarder in the person of Jack Coffey, 

a very tall, strong chap and an excellent 

athlete - in fact just the type required for 

the solid ruck work that then prevailed. In 

addition our lads practiced very hard. 

Twice a week they ran down (no walking) 

to the Western Oval, where they trained 

until it was time to trot home again in 

semi-darkness. As a result of all this 

strenuous preparation in the return match 

we prevailed from the first bounce in every 

part of the field to such an extent that our 

opponents practically gave up trying in the 

last quarter. Early in the match the rival 

supporters came dangerously close to each 

otl1er with the result that in a very brief 

space a ring was formed around two fierce 

zealots. One of the Brothers arrived in all 

haste to declare it "no comest" and pack 

us off to a less risky part of the ground. 

The final scores were SPC: 12 goals 14 

behinds; B.C. 1 goal 5 behinds. 

A few weeks later the two schools met in 

a p lay-off for the premiership. Balla rat 

College opened with the "~nd and led by 

13 points at quarter time. We did not make 

as much use of the wind as we expected , 

nevertheless we led by seven points at half 

time. When three quarter time came with 

Ballarat College leading us by seven points 

we were sure of victory. A succession of 

points drew loud groans from our 

barrackers, Lo be succeeded by a frenzied 

cheering when C. "Yabber" Lyons marked 

in front to goal and put us in the lead. 

Wh.en the final bell rang we had won tl1e 

premiership by five points - 3 goals 10 

behinds to 3 goals 5 behinds. The 

barrackers were naturally in high glee and 

demonstrated the fact all the way up Sturt 

Street. Conspicuous among the gallant 

band who fought so hard that day were 

Frank Scullion, Kevin McCarthy, who does 

not appear in the 1904 photo.Jim Rowan 

(now Dr Rowan and a very loyal old boy), 

tl1e late Clive Dawson.Jim and Charlie 

Lyons, Tom Little,Jack Coffey and Chris 

Hanlon. So now you know'. 

(Sources: College Chronicle -S.P.C. 
Ballarat,June 1935; History and Heritage 
1893-1993, St Patrick's College by 
P.C. Naughtin) 

College Archivist Br Brian Davis in July was 

advised ti1at as a result to his tertiary sludy 

results and outstanding work as an 

Archi,~st, tl1at he had been accepted as a 

Professional Member of tl1e Ausu.1lian 

Society of Archivists. Well done Brian! 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
AND 
BURSARIES 

In January 2007 the Coll.ege received 

confirmation that it had been granted 

Donor Gift Recipient (DGR) Star.us for its 

Scholarship and Bursaries Programme. 

The College is extremely appreciative of 

the ongoing support provided by members 

of the St Patrick's community to assist 

families and students who require some 

level of financial support to enable boys to 

enjoy the benefits of a St Pau·ick's College 

education. The College has a long and 

proud tradition of assisting families in 

need and some of our foremost scholars 

were tile beneficiaries of bursaries 

provided by the Brothers. 

We acknowledge the support of the 

following groups, families and individuals 

in making scholarships and bursaries 

available to the families of students 

in need: 

• St Patrick's College Old Collegians 

Association 

• St Patrick's College Foundation 

• The family of Robert (Bob) Connelly 

• Dr Brendan Hyland 

• Dr Chris Targett 

All donations to the Scholarship and 

Bursaries Fund are tax deductible. If you 

would like to assisl a boy in accessing a St 
Pat.rick's education via a donation to the 

fund please contact tile Development 

Manager, Mark Waddington on 03 53 311 

688 01· mwaddington@stpats.vic.edu.au for 

more infonnation. 

OLD BOYS IN 
THE NEWS 
• Jonathon Barlow (SPC 1995-97) sent Lhis 

photo (012posite) through which was 

taken in in Septembe1· 2006 in Toronto, 

Canada. Showing that St Pat's boys will 

travel to any part of the world for a game 

of football it is of a Canadian Australian 

Rules football team, 'The Broadview 

Hawks'. The team had four old boys of 

SPC- Martin Walter (SPC 1978-81), 

Jonathan Bflow (SPC 1995 -97), Daniel 

Noone (SPC 1984-85) and Laurence 

Conheady (SPC 1981-82). No St Pat's 

team, anywhere on the globe would be 

complete Mthout a Conheady, a 

Heffernan or a McKinnon after all! 

• Liam Brady (SPC 1997-2002) is living 

and working in the 'Top End' as a Junior 

Development Officer for AFL Northern 

Territory. His work takes h im LO all parts 

of the Territory and involves working 

closely with many of the football mad 

Indigenous communities. Liam's work 

was recently featured on the AFL website 

with a n article outlining his work in 

setting up a Junior Football Competition 

for children from nine to 14 from the 

Cunbalumya community. He has also 

established Auskick programmes and 

educational initiatives aligned to the 

Kickstart Programme Lhat requires 

students to attend school on a regular 

basis to be eligible to participate. 

According to father Peter (SPC Staff), 

Liam is learning a great deal but loves 

the challenges associated with the role 

and the pleasure of seeing smiles on the 

faces of the many boys and girls he works 

with in his job. 

•.James Coug hlan (SPC 1964-72) kindly 

contacted the Development Office after 

receiving the last Shamrock. He wished 

to share two important points; 'I was 

most saddened to read on page 27 of Br 

Wynne's passing- he taught me in Form 

2, many years ago, and can honestly say 

that for my eight years at St Pat's, he was 

one of two teachers at St Pat's who made 

a lasting positive impression on my life. 

H e was an outstanding educator. On 

pages 23-24 you refer to a Simon 

Coughlan, son of.James Coughlan (SPC 

1964-1972). I have checked tl1e o ld SPC 

annuals which I have, and as far as I am 

aware, I was tl1e only J ames (Eric) 

Coughlan at SPC dw·ing tliat time, and I 

have no son, to my knowledge!' Please 

accept tl1e Editors' apolog ies.James, and 

James - the Coughlan in questions was of 

course James Coghlan (SPC 1960-66) the 

former Mayor of Ballarat! 

• Regular correspondent Brian Hogan 

(SPC 1944-49) was kind enough to 

provide this background to Fr Leo 

Donnelly (SPC J 940-50) who celebrated 

50 years of Priestly service in J uly. Fr Leo 

has spent his missionuy life in Peru 

where he currently lives in retirement. 

Leo commenced his Spiritual Year for 

the missionary priesthood in 1951 at St 
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Columban's, Wahroonga, returning to 

Essendon for philosophy. He was 

ordained on.July 21, 1957 at Ballarat by 

Bishop J. P. O'Collins. He arrived in Peru 

in April 1958 - in those days Mass and 

the sacraments were in Latin. He 

commenced parish pastoral work without 

language studies in Spanish and had 

some interesting challenges whilst 

learning the language! ln 1974• he was 

elected Director of the Region (Lima), a 

role he held until 1980. The Far East 

magazine rightly notes that, 'these were 

demanding times as the Church went 

through a painful transition after the 

Second Vatican Council and these were 

followed by years of Shining Path 

terrorism'. Jn 1990 Fr Leo was appointed 

to Huasahuasi in the Andes Mountains, 

350 km east of Lima. During this time 

guerrillas were terrorising the region and 

executed many people, including 

Australian.Josephite Sr Irene 

McCormick. Fr Leo is enjoying an active 

reti1·ement indulging in his love of 

painting and poetry and volumeering for 

parish pastoral work as requested. Brian 

in putting together this information was 

mindful, and concerned, that Lima had 

just been hit by a significant eartl1 quake. 

Upon contacting the Columban Mission 

Centre he was able to ascertain that fr 

Leo was in Ireland to celebrate his 

Golden Jubilee. Congratulations Fr Leo 

on 50 years of inspired and courageous 

religious service. 

•Jason Dyer (SPC 2001-2006) made it 

through to the Taekwondo quarter finals 

at the World University Games in 

Bangkok, Thailand.Jason was eliminated 

from medal contention after making it 

through to the quarter finals. Combating 

the heat was.Jason's main concern until 

he came across Korean fighte r, Kangseok 

Lee. Early in the second round the 

Korean fighter struck Jason to the face 

forcing a standing count on Jason. As a 

true indication of h is strengt11 and 

character fought on until t11e fight was 

stopped in the third round.Jason fell 

one win short of being in medal 

contention. The games attracted the 

best fighters from across the world with 

many countries sending National 

champions and Olympic qualifiers to the 
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games, which involved over ten 

thousand athletes from one hundred 

and fifty countries.Jason has gained 

experience from the games that will 

stand him in good stead for the 

Australian National Championships in 

Adelaide later th is year. 

• Colonel Mark 'Pup ' Elliot (SPC 1974-79) 

continues to find himself in interesting 

places in his role with the Australian 

Army. His work takes him into contact 

with some very interesting and 

influential people as evidenced by the 

photo on the front cover of this edition 

of The Shamrock 'Pup' is working with 

Dr Peter Casey to update the Honour 

Boards in the College Chapel to 

1·ecognise active service in conflicts in 

Iraq, Afghanistan, Ui:,randa, Sierra Leone 

and Somalia. 

• Andrew Gibson (SPC 1992-97) is an 

apology for the 1997 Reunion Dinner as 

he is cun-ently living and in London. He 

has been living in London for the past 

four years after finishing his teaching 

degree at ACU and teaching in 

Numurkah for two )'Cars. He is currently 

working within a Catholic Primary 

School and has just completed additional 

qualifications that will enable him to 

teach in the UK indefinitely. 

• Greg Hucker (SPC 1985 - 1990) has 

recently moved to Dubai, United Arab 

Emirates with his wife Leanne. He is 

working as the Group Director of rr for 

Tiara Hotels & Resorts. 

• Shane Mclnerney (SPC J 983-88) capped 

off another successful AFL season with 

his appointment to umpire the Grand 

Final clash between Geelong and Port 

Power. The appointment was Shane's 

second Grand Final day and highlights 

his positions as one of the competition's 

leading whistle blowers. 

• James McDonald (SPC 1989-94) 

continues to wrack up possessions and 

football awards and was this )'ear granted 

Life Membership of the Melbourne 

Football Club.James has played 197 

games and is eagerly looking to Round 3, 

2008 to bdng up me 200 game milestone. 

He also won back to back Best and Fairest 

Awards at the Melbourne Football Club, 

the first player to achieve this feat since 

the legendary Jim Stynes. 

• Kieran Murrihy (SPC 1986-91) a 'Team 

of the Decade' player for the 1990s 

steered the Redan Lions to back to back 

Premierships in the Ballarat Football 

League in September. Kieran has been 

Captain-Coach for four seasons after 

being a highly decorated player with 

Essendon (reserves) and North Ballarat 

in the VFL. Prior to the 2007 finals he 

announced his intention to hand over 

the coaching reins in 2008 but has not 

ruled out continuing to have a kick with 

the all conquering Lions. His astute 

football mind, courage and deft skills will 

no doubt be in great demand in 

whatever role he fills in years to come. 

• Dr Kevin O'Flaherty (SPC 1954-57) 

emailed the Development Office with a 

wonderful apology for the 1957 reunion 

- and a photo! ·we have been travelling 

around Europe as our son set his 

wedding date for September 2007 in 

Konstanz, Germany and we will not 

return to Melbourne until Oct 07. Please 

accept and give my apology for missing 

this occasion. I would have loved to be 

present to hear and acknowledge (or 

dispute) the tall tales and true that will 

be told! Attached is a photo at the 

beginning of a 16km row on the Rhine at 

Konstanz. I am in t11e two seat with some 

German friends'. 

• Mitchell Pearce (SPC J 992-97) is 

currently working for \~1estern Ceco -

International Oil Exploration Company 

and spends most of his time at sea on the 

Ship the, Geco Diamond. His current 

area of operations is South East Asia 

where he is stationed as a Positioning 

Specialist. Away from work he enjoys 

mwel, golf, tennis, gym and all the other 

luxuries of life - on shore! 

• Michael Ranger (SPC 1995-2000), the 

College Captain of 2000, has recently 

opened his own physiotherapy practice 

in Mackay, Q ueensland. Michael 

graduated as a physiotherapist from 

Latrobe University in 2005. Michael's 

practice has already received two 

prestigious awards - the best Healt11 and 

Fitness Business and the Best New 

Business in Mackay and district. 

• Richard Roper (SPC 1968-69) after 25 

years in Ballarat has sold t11e Ballarat 

Hearing Clinic and is moving to 

Tamborine Mountain in Queensland. In 

a complete 'sea change' Richard is also 

leaving his profession to take up the 

challenge of opening an Art Gallery. 

• Ben Shepherd (SPC 2002-2005) is 

currently studying at the Australian 

Defence Force Academy and is 

undertaking a course to become a 

Logistics Officer with the Air Force. He is 

enjoying the challenges of work and 

study in Canberra and has the luxury of 

now being able to go and visit his paren ts 

(who have recently moved from Gordon 

to Fiji), when the cold gets too much ! 

• The hard working President of the Old 

Collegians, Andrew Watson (SPC 1982-

l 987) has successfully completed his 

doctorate and will in future be referred to 

as Dr Andrew Watson. Andrew has been a 

tremendous servant of the Old Boys and 

me College and is currently the P,incipal 

of Mercy Regional College Camperdown. 

The Headmaster Dr Peter Casey was 

delighted to be able to announce the 

news of Andrew being conferred with me 

degree of Docto r of Education from the 

Australian Cat110lic University at the 2007 

Melbourne OCA Dinner featuring 

Archbishop Sir Frank Little. 

WEDDINGS, 
ENGAGEMENTS, 
BIRTHS, 
BEREAVEMENTS 

SPC Weddings 

• Cahill -Mark (SPC 1991-94) married 

Kate Neil on Saturday: October 6 in me 

College Chapel. 

SPC Engagements 

• Conheady -Tom (SPC 1995-97) to Michelle 

O 'Connor on September 29, 2007. 

• King - Adrian (SPC 1993-98) and Nerida 

Kelly were p leased to share their 

engagement news with fam ily and friends 

recently. They will be married in the 

College Chapel on.January 12, 2008. 

• Loader - Michael (SPC 1991-96) 

announced his engagement to Nicole 

Turkenburg. Michael and Nicole will be 

married in the College Chapel on March 

15, 2008. 

SPC Births 

• Bennett (SPC 1988-93) - Paul and 

Corena welcomed Olivia Clare Bennett, 

born at 1.40pm on Wednesday August 

22. Weighing in at Sib 5oz, she is also 

the first granddaughter for Tim (SPC 

Staff) and Kate who have been 

overwhelmed by her charm and good 

looks already! 

• Daniel (SPC Staff) -Je remy and Cindy 

welcomed Oscar Jeremy Daniel on Friday 

August 3 at 3.30 pm - 81bs 8oz and 51 

centimetres long! 

SPC Deaths 

• Peter Christie (SPC 1972-78) died on 

Sunday August. 26, 2007. Peter's brother 

Andrew a lso attended the College from 

1974 to 1979. 

• Fr John Crowe CSsR (SPC 1937) passed 

away on August 1, 2007. Fr Crowe was 

professed as a Redemptorist on February 

2, J 940, ordained to the Priesthood on 

September 9, 1945 and served 

communities in Melbourne, Ballarat, 

Sydney, Townsville, Dunedin, Singapore, 

Malaysia and Penh with passion, sincerity 

and faith for over six decades. He was 

greatly loved by fam ily, friends and 

parishioners and was buried at the Box 

Hill General Cemetery. 
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• William 'Bill' Foley (SPC 1950-52) died 

on September 22, 2007 whilst 

holidaying in Turkey. Bill was a great 

cricket p layer and administrator and 

was a founding member of the College's 

Leo O 'Brien Club. 

• The tragic passing of Geffrey Gregg 

(SPC 1994-97) was detailed in a front 

page article in The Courier on Saturday 

September 1, 2007. In the article his 

sister Rebecca spoke emotionally of his 

battle with post traumatic stress 

disorder following his time in active 

combat in Afghanistan. Private Geffrey 

Gregg took h is own life on September 

23, 2006. Rebecca in honouring the 

memory of her beloved brother wished 

to highlight the issue of post traumatic 

stress disorder and its potential to 

impact upon the many brave men and 

women that serve in combat in the 

armed forces around the world. Please 

remember t11e Gregg family and Geff in 

your thoughts and prayers. 

• Leon.Jubb (SPC 1958-61 ) passed away on 

August 9, 2008 after a long and 

courageous battle with cancer. His funeral 

was held at OLHC in Warrnambool and 

celebrated by family friend Fr Eugene 

McKinnon (SPC 1965-66). 

• Richard O'Hanlon (SPC 1936-38) passed 

away at the age of86 surrounded by his 

fam ily on August 30, 2007. Richard is 

survived by his devoted wife Eileen, sons 

Richard, Michael and Brendan and seven 

grandchildren. Upon leaving the College 

after three years as a boarder he studied 

at the Melbourne Teache rs College and 

went on to teach in a variety of schools 

around Victoria including in the Mallee, 

Wangaratta, Ballarat, Stratl1more North 

and Colbinabbin. He concluded h is 

highly regarded teaching career in the 

Correspondence School. Richard was 

always actively engaged in his parish and 

in church work, was a member of me 

OLP, Right to Life, KSC and me 

Victorian Teachers Union where he was a 

strong advocate for Catholic schools 

across the State. 
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