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Welcome to St Patrick’s College, 
Ballarat where we seek to  
raise fine boys to the status  
of  great men.

St Patrick’s College is a Catholic day and boarding secondary school 
for boys from Year 7 to Year 12.

Our College’s teachings are based upon the Gospel of Jesus Christ  
and the charism of the Blessed Edmund Rice, founder of the  
Christian Brothers, who believed that all boys with the desire  
should have the opportunity to access a first-class education.

This charism continues to be reflected in the ongoing practices of  
our College.

From an initial intake of 35 students in 1893, St Patrick’s College 
has grown to be recognised as one of the premier boys schools in 
Australia. Today we cater for the educational needs of around 1400 
young men from the breadth of the socio-economic spectrum.

We are blessed to enjoy the synergy of students and staff working 
closely with our families, our Old Collegians and the wider Ballarat 
community in the continuing unfolding of a great story.

We trust that you will enjoy learning more about our College in the 
knowledge that we respect individuality and applaud endeavour.

  



Our Values

Faith

Tradition

Excellence

Relationships

St Patrick’s College is committed to working with parents to fulfil  
its vision of raising fine boys to the status of great men.

All members of our College community are committed to working 
together to achieve outstanding outcomes for all boys in a range  
of curricular and co-curricular endeavours.

Such endeavours inspired the College’s commitment to the four  
pillars that are central to a St Patrick’s College education. 

Faith

St Patrick’s College is faithful to the Catholic tradition which respects 
the fundamental religious freedom of all people. We strive to 
integrate what we proclaim with what we do, constant in our trust  
in the living and true God who is the source of all joy and hope.

Tradition

Our community builds upon the uniqueness of our heritage as a 
Catholic boarding and day school for boys. We build on our tradition 
and seek to be inclusive, welcoming and accepting of all.

Excellence

Our community in its diversity, provides a broad range of quality 
opportunities for all and actively encourages each person to strive 
for their own personal excellence. Our hope for the future is in the 
young men we serve.

Relationships

We serve our families and the broader community by reaching out  
to others and developing good relationships. We connect with  
others to build an experience of belonging as we contribute to the 
unfolding of a great story.

 



Touchstones and Foundational 
Statements

Liberating Education 

We hold our boys’ learning and their growth at the heart of all that 
we do. 

We free our boys to search for, to unearth and to grasp their potential.

We encourage our boys to embrace wonder and discernment, hard 
work and perserverance.

We offer our boys a contemporary, creative and committed education 
grounded in excellence.

We recognise our boys learn through their involvement in all 
moments of school life and celebrate their success in many ways.

Gospel Spirituality

With our boys we walk the path of hope, goodness and truth, made 
bright by the guiding light of the Gospel. 

With our boys we begin the greatest journey of all – a life for  
others in Christ.

With our community we kindle the fire of Jesus’ call: Love one 
another as I have loved you.

With our community we recognise that each person is loved by  
God completely.

Inclusive Community

We know each boy.

We celebrate each boy’s presence, and we nurture and are thankful 
for their unique qualities.

We invite all to share in the nourishment of joyous, hope-filled and 
life-long friendships.

We want all boys to help shape our living College community,  
to strengthen and be enriched by our Catholic faith and heritage  
and our great College traditions.

Justice and Solidarity

Our boys grow through the strength they gain from their relationships 
with one another 

Our boys speak up for and stand with the poor, the marginalised,  
the voiceless and the vulnerable: To live justly, to love tenderly  
and to walk humbly with our God.

Our community yearns for true reconciliation with our Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander sisters and brothers, fathers and mothers.

Our community cares about the environment and our planet. 



Educating boys since 1893

St Patrick’s College is proudly a school for boys. We provide our boys 
with an education that is engaging, connected and challenging.  
We provide an environment where young men can take risks,  
display leadership, follow their dreams and develop friendships 
which will last a lifetime.

Our purpose is to educate and guide strong, moral, disciplined young 
men who strive for their best in their chosen field. We develop our 
boys’ intellectual, social, moral and creative talents in order for them 
to live as upstanding, responsible, courageous citizens.

By employing boy-specific teaching methods within an enriching 
curriculum, each boy is challenged to achieve his best. Dedicated 
teaching staff provide specialist classes for those with learning 
difficulties and we also provide highly structured enrichment 
programs, planning for every boy to attain his potential.

Counselling in subject choice and career direction is given high 
priority. Our students enjoy access to an extensive range of subjects 
across VCE, VETis and VCAL streams, opening an incredibly broad 
pathway of career choices for all boys.



We value learning

St Patrick’s College uses a school-based model to deliver our 
curriculum.

The three schools – Junior, Middle and Senior, recognise the different 
and changing learning needs of each boy as he moves through  
his secondary schooling years.

Junior School (Years 7 and 8)

A broad and comprehensive curriculum is emphasised in the Junior 
School within a supportive and stable environment which aims to 
ensure all boys make an enjoyable transition into secondary school.

Middle School (Year 9)

Research indicates that in Year 9 boys are faced with a range of 
challenges which can impact upon their performance at school. 
The aim of our Year 9 program is to engage our students in a range 
of educational experiences which focus on their wellbeing while 
ensuring they remain committed to their study. Research also 
indicates that, at this stage of the learning journey, boys respond 
well to practically focussed activities. Our Middle School students 
continue to build numeracy and literacy skills while being involved 

in a range of experiential learning activities including outdoor  
camp experiences, the annual Melbourne experience and a  
year-long community engagement program which commits 
our students towards working on programs which benefit the  
wider Ballarat community.

Senior School (Year 10, 11 and 12)

The Senior School program offers a broad range of subject choices 
which provide the opportunity for boys to excel in many fields  
of endeavour. Boys can follow career paths through VCE, VETis  
or VCAL streams from the beginning of Year 10. The provision of 
a dedicated and fully-supervised Year 12 Study Centre provides 
an incredibly powerful learning environment for our most senior 
students as they prepare for life outside the College. 

Students in the Senior School also have the opportunity to apply  
to join one of the many International Tours St Patrick’s College  
offers. In recent years the College has led tours to places such 
as Ireland, England, India, Japan, America, France, Germany  
and Papua New Guinea. 



Exploring the Arts

At St Patrick’s College we strive to encourage an appreciation for 
the arts which will enrich our students’ lives for years beyond  
the classroom.

All students are encouraged to participate in the College’s highly 
regarded music program. Music is a compulsory subject in Years 
7 and 8, with every student learning a band instrument, and is  
an elective subject from Year 9 to VCE.

The College boasts numerous ensembles, including concert bands, 
marching bands, choirs, chamber and rock bands and our highly 
regarded music groups perform and compete locally and nationally.

Our Performing Arts department enjoys an enviable reputation for 
its highly professional and entertaining productions, which includes 
an annual production with the nearby all-girls secondary school, 
Loreto College.

The boys’ creative abilities are nurtured through the Creative 
Arts and Technology programs, exposing them to a wide range 
of programs including drawing, painting, media, graphics (Visual 
Communication) and architectural design.

Our boys can also showcase their practical and creative flair through 
‘hands on’ studies in food technology, woodwork, metal work and 
systems engineering.



Sport and Teamwork

St Patrick’s College is one of the leading sporting schools in Australia.

It has been the educational home of Olympians, Test cricketers, AFL 
stars and other elite sportsmen.

Our boys have the exciting opportunity to take part in a wide range of 
sports at different levels of achievement – representing their school 
and developing self-confidence, team spirit and a balanced lifestyle.

Cricket, tennis, golf, swimming, rowing, athletics, hockey, croquet, 
lawn bowls and volleyball are offered in the summer while  
football, rugby, soccer, futsal, basketball, hockey, cross country, 
badminton, baseball, table tennis, squash and racquetball during 
winter and spring.

As well, boys have the opportunity to travel overseas and 
around Australia with some of our sporting programs, providing 
amazing learning experiences in places such as Ireland, America,  
New Zealand, Darwin and Tasmania.

Students also participate in House Competitions in swimming, 
athletics and cross-country running where the true spirit of healthy 
competition in enjoyed with raucous energy.

The College also has extensive Health and Physical Education classes 
through to VCE level.

Throughout each year our students will have the opportunity  
to participate in outdoor camps where they can try their  
hand at activities such as rock climbing, scuba diving, snow  
skiing and abseiling.

St Patrick’s College firmly believes that active involvement in  
co-curricular activities greatly enhances relationships 
between staff and students and further builds a trusting and  
welcoming learning environment.



Boarding Life

Boarding is one of life’s great joys.

St Patrick’s is committed to maintaining Boarding as an integral  
part of the school where students from around Australia and  
overseas can experience the challenges and rewards of living 
together within a supportive boarding community. Our Boarders 
are able to participate fully in the life of the College and develop 
friendships which last a lifetime.

With construction of an outstanding new boarding facility  
completed in 2018, St Patrick’s College now offers a  
boarding environment and facilities unparalleled anywhere in 
regional Australia. 

Our boys live in purpose-designed rooms surrounded by first-
class recreational, dining and study facilities. With a maximum of  
two boys per room, our accommodation is more akin to their own 
bedrooms at home, rather than a dormitory environment. 

Resident staff provide expert care, support and guidance for our 
boarding students while also ensuring boys have access to all  
after-school activities including a structured study program.

Our boarding program offers extensive weekend activities as  
well as a growing social justice program which embeds our  
boarding students deep within the wider Ballarat community.

The Boarding Precinct is set in beautiful grounds and form part  
of regional Australia’s foremost educational precinct.

Boarding students have supervised out-of-hours access to the 
College’s library, music rooms, indoor sports complex, weights 
training facility and Information Technology laboratories.

Boys enjoy a busy, fun-filled life. It is indeed an idyllic place for young 
men to live, study and play!



Indigenous Education

St Patrick’s College acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the 
land where our school and fields are located, the Wathaurung Peoples 
and we pay our respects to elders past, present and emerging. 

We extend our respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and 
First Nations Peoples.  

We are inspired and nurtured by their wisdom, spirituality and 
experience. As a school community, we commit ourselves to actively 
working alongside them for reconciliation and justice. 

St Patrick’s College is very proud of its Indigenous Education Program 
which provides local, regional and interstate Indigenous students 
with positive educational, social and vocational outcomes.

The College works collaboratively with peak national bodies, 
vocational training providers, the Local Aboriginal Educational 
Consultative Group and community corporate partners to enhance 
the educational opportunities and experiences available to students.

A growing number of Indigenous students are completing Year 12 
studies at our College and attendance rates and retention level 
remain well above national benchmark figures for Indigenous 
students in Australia.

The highly acclaimed program operates within the MCEETYA 
(Ministerial Council on Education, Employment, Training and Youth 
Affairs) guidelines.

Our College acknowledges that it educates boys in partnership with 
their home communities and so honours and acknowledges the 
cultural and social context of Indigenous students.

We continue to develop educational and vocational pathways for 
Indigenous students, while also ensuring that students are fully 
embraced by the College and immersed within its rich traditions.

This provides all students with rich two way learning experiences and 
reinforces the College’s commitment to the Edmund Rice tradition 
and reconciliation between all Australians.



St Patrick’s in the Community

Our College is committed to educating each boy in partnership with 
his family to provide curriculum experiences which will encourage 
boys to develop real life skills and, in the spirit of Edmund Rice, to be 
mindful of the needs of others in our community.

While academic results are important, the raising of fine boys to 
the status of great men in every sense of the word is integral to a St 
Patrick’s College education.

Great men are compassionate, hope-filled, respectful, aspirational 
and honourable and feel obligated to go above and beyond to 
consider and assist in the needs of others in our community.

Our students are encouraged to express their faith through service to 
others in many and varied ways, which include:

 • Our chapter of the St Vincent de Paul Society – and also  
  the nation’s oldest school-based society – is responsible for  
  two weekly bread runs

 • Students assist with tutoring with marginalised families

 • Our students aim to raise over $40,000 through the annual  
  Edmund Rice Day for a variety of charities

 • Year 11 retreats include justice experiences in Melbourne  
  and Ballarat

 • The Year 9 Community Service program sees our students  
  working throughout the year in various institutions  
  around Ballarat

 • The Year 10 Social has raised funds that allowed refugee children  
  to experience a day of fun and adventure not otherwise  
  possible while the annual Year 10 Night of Homelessness  
  raises boys’ awareness of the plight of many less fortunate  
  in our community.

The College is also an incredibly active proponent of the importance 
of mental health in our community through its involvement with the 
Walking Off the War Within, through the Chris Yeung Fund which 
hosts the annual MENtal Brekky, and through our work in solidarity 
with many victims and survivors of abuse as we strive towards a 
hope for healing.

Our students, parents, staff and Old Collegians have also travelled 
abroad, helping to fund and provide hands on support to other 
mission projects, including an opportunity to walk the Kokoda track 
and then to help build a teacher and health worker training college 
in Papua New Guinea.



Our Old Collegians

When your son becomes a student at St Patrick’s College, he becomes 
a member of a very special network for life.

The St Patrick’s College Old Collegians Association was first formed in 
1899, just six years after the opening of the College.

Thanks to a dedicated committee, our Old Collegians 
Association (OCA) is as strong as ever, with regular 
regional and annual dinners, reunion events and golf days 
providing an opportunity to catch up with old classmates  
and rekindle old friendships.

The OCA also helps publish The Shamrock, the bi-annual  
magazine for the wider College community, helps raise funds 
for school building projects, contributes financial support for 
scholarships while also assisting Old Collegians representing 
Australia in a variety of pursuits.

The OCA also runs an active Pastoral Care program providing  
tangible, day-to-day support for those who may be enduring  
difficult times in their lives.

For more information about our Old Collegians Association, go  
to the College website at www.stpats.vic.edu.au/en/old-collegians
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